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befrabirancs ofGillingham, — 


In the County of Dorfet : : 
WHEREIN 18 


\ LOOKING- GLASS for the Faithful, 


To. r THEM : 


heir NAMzEs were written in the LAM B's 
Book of Life, 9 the Foundation of the 


World: 
WI rn 1 VARIETY OF 


SIMILES typical of FESU's Blood; 
Never before Publiſhed. 


—_— W 


» JOHN CAVE, Glover, in Sarees 


Wherein are Inſtructions for the ignorant; Milk for 
Babes; ſtronger Meat for young Men and Fathers; 
and a Death Warrant for the formal Profeſſor, and 

releſs Sinner. Begun Nov. 19th, 175 2, in Gil. 

ngham, my native Town, owing to a hot Perſecu- | 

tion for receiving Miniſters to my Houſe, and — 7 2 

ed lately in Brecon. And has been much ap 2 I 

of by many eminent Divines, who for ſevera Years” | 


ave frequented my Houle there. 
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COLLECE, OA. 25th, 1779. 


The Rev. Mr. BoppiLy, having firſt examined the Epiſtle u 
Gillingham, fubſcribed ; and ſent a Recommendation of it 


to Bath : Afterwards it gained the following Approbation 
of other Miniſters. 


WE whoſe Names are under written, have peruſed the Epi- 
Ale to Gillingham, do believe it to be the true Spirit of th: 
Goſpel, and the Genuine Experience of a true Believer ; and a. 
fuch recommend it, hoping and wiſhing it may be of general Ad. 
vantage to the Intereſt of Religion, and the Souls of Men «© 


particular. 


BrisToOL, 


Oz. Zoth, 1779. CALEB EVANS, Senior. 


Nan New: Sch. {EDM CHISHULL, 


JOSEPH BARLOW. 


T. HILLIER, 
| JAMES RICHARDSON. 
BeckinGToON, } 


Dec. 30 THOMAS HEWE T. 


Have not peruſed all the Book, but what I hae 
heard and ſcen, believe it ii be orthodox and ſound, 


NorTH BRADLY 
- ary = rt GEO. BATCHELOR. 


TRowBRIDGE, } 
© Dec: 16th. 


Mitksan, hs 
Jan. 5th, 7785. | 
SALISBURY, Ja. 3 iſt. JOHN ADAMS. 
Brecon, Mar. 5th. 'W. WILLIAMS. 
CanmanrtHEN, Apr. 13th. P, WILLIAMS, Clerk. 


Fou, Nov. 12th. 


JOHN CLERK. 


T. HONYWILL. 


N. B. The Number of Subſcribers to this EPIST LE con- 
ſiſteth of about Two Thouſand : but it being ſo well atteſted 
by the above Divines ; it is needleſs to inſert their Names 

for a Recommendation. | 


To the R E AD E RR 
L Hereas, by the Providence of God, this Epiſtle hath mae 
its IF ay into the Norld; my Readers might be anxious ts ©. 
knmo the efjicient Cauſe of its being written : therefore I ud 
wiſh tr inform them, that I was born in Gillingham, in Dorſet- 


to ſhuc, brought up a Churchman, and by Occupation a White Tatoer 
Fit ad Glever : after which I commenced an Officer of Exciſe, and 
ion was ordered to Talgarth, in Breconſhire ; and having I revecka 


under Survey, had frequent Opportunities of attending the Mini- 
/try of Mr. Howell Harries, who lived there ; under wheſe effica- 
 twous Doctrine I was convinced of Sin; after which the Lord was 
15 Craciouſiy pleaſed to reveal himſeif unto me. Some Years after, 1 
. was favoured with an amiable Niſe; and having now left the 
10. Lxctje, we judg'd it proper to go to Gillingham to ſettle and 
being a Native of that Town, was received with much Affection, 
and lived exceeding happy for ſome Time: but ſecing the People 
quite ignorant of the true Knowledge of God, was grieved for 
want of Chriſtian Fellowſhip ; I therefore endeavoured to exhort 
my Neighbours to ſeek the Lord, as they really ſtacd in Need of 
ſame one to teach them; for on a Sabbath Day, as I was coming 
from Church, I heard ſome of them boaſting to each other, ſaying 
*© What a famous Scholar our Miniſter is, his Learning 2s f9 
N great, that we do not underſtand the Half that he ſays ““ IV aſted 
f them what Advantage his Learning was to them, if they did nat 
underſtand him, and alſo how many knew their Sins forgiven in 

his Congregation ? They all declared that in this Life there was 


ave no ſuch Knowledge to be obtained. I then inſiſted upon the Ne- 
LN ceſfity of Men's knowing it; or at leaſt to have a well grounded 


pe, through Grace: and that the conflitutional Doctrine of the 
Church of England agreed thereunto. This new Opinion, as they 
called it, ſaon ſpread about, which cauſed the Rev. Mr. Velley's 
Seciety from Shaftſbury to come to ſez me. The Town by this Time 
began to be alarmed, at ſeeing fo large a Company ef Methodiſts, 
as they called them. Therefore when Preaching began, it being 
out of Doors, the Riot Act was read, and from that Time 
Perſecution commenced again/? me_through the whole Town; and 
the Miniſter every Sunday railed againfi the Methodiſts. And as 
my Houſe was opened for all enlightened Minifters, therefor eSatan's 
Revenge was the more againſt me, till at length the People with- 
arew all their Cuſtem. After this I removed and came back to 
Wales; But have often wondered why the Lord ſuffered me to go 
| to Gillingham to experience fo much Trouble; but as our Lord muſt 
on- needs go thro Sumaria, to talk to the Woman at Jacob's Well, who 
ſted brought the whole City to hear and believe on bim ſ there was a 
mes needs be for me ta go to Gillingham, for a Foundation to write 
this Epiſtle; and J truft that more than the whole City of damaria 
will ſee the Lord Jeſus in it, and worſhip him no more on the 
Mountains of Ignerance, but worſhip God in Spirit and in Truth. 


S. 
SECT. I. TH E Neceſſity of the new Birth by the breathing 
Winds | Page 4 
Canverted Souls are hated by the unregenerate World 0 
Blind leading the Blind will both fall into the Ditch 8 
The Blood of Chriſt converts the Soul. Some are comfort- 
ed by che Spirit, 'till they experience David's Joy 9, Sc. 
Men by Nature are dead in Undelief, and are obliged to 
ſtand naked before God | ee. 
The Wicked are Agents for Satan, till converted 18, 19 
Scr. II. The Damn'd will curſe blind Shepherds, who ad- 
viſed them to gain Salvation by Works Ut, 24, 27 
Chriſt hath an Inkhorn to mark Mourners in Sion 30, 31 
God's Love can't fail thoſe who know Chriſt's Voice 39, 40 
SECT. III. Juſtification by Faith. See Church Ariicle XI. 45 
Naaman by dipping ſeven Times is healed : in alluſion to the 
ſeven Streams of Chriſt's Blood, which healeth the Church, 
Chriſt bore our Shame 48, 49, 52, 55. 
Chriſt the holy Seed in the Virgin's Womb, and the Ark 
of the Covenant, wherein is the hidden Manna 60, 62 
SECT. IV. Iſrael paſſed through the Red Sea, being a Type 
of Chriſt's Blood; which faveth Believers 68, 71 
God puts Moſes, a Type of the Church, into the Rock, a 
Type of Chriſt 72 
God's Elect are created for his Glory, and drink of the 
Fountain of Life . 77, 79 
The Church compar'd to a Lily, the Glory of wiſe Shepherds 82 
SECT. V. Angels at the Harveſt of the World ſhall caſt the 
Wicked into Hell 84, 85 
God's Choſen made joyful by Showers of Grace 87, 92 
SECT. VI. The Church ſhall receive the white Stone, viz. 
Abſolution, and fit in Judgment with Chriſt. They muſt 
Fight to the End | 96, 104 
| The Holy Ghoſt overſhadowed the Virgin, ſo he muſt a Be- 
liever. As Adam's Wife was made of himſelf, ſo the Lamb's 
Wife is produced of himſelf 104, 112 
SECT. VII. T heCovenant of Grace before Time began 114, 115 
Names written in the Lamb's Book of Life 122, 123, 124 


The Prodigal became penitent, and was received 120 
SECT. VIII. Predeſtination vindicated | 130 
No Works are acceptable before Faith | 132 
Man ſhould not truſt to his own Works 135 
The Joys of the Spouſe when wedded to Chriſt 136 
The King of Glory openeth the Door by Love 137, 138 


The Tree of Life in each Side of the River of God's Love 139 

All who are not written in the Lamb's Book of Life from 

the Foundation of the World, ſhall worſhip the Beaſt 144 
14 
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6 V 
EPISTLE to Gillingham, 


His native Town, near Shaftsbury, 
in the County of Dorſet. 


WHEREIN IS EXHIBIT EP 


A TOUCH-STONE for the SOUL, oh 


MaRrRow or QUINTESSENCE of the 
GOSPEL, and a Divine LookinG- 


GLASS to the FAITHF UL, 1 Cor. xiii, 12. 


BRETHREN ſuck the HoNE x from the fol- | 
lowing Comss. 


EMEMBER CHRIST came unto his. 
oon, and his own received him not. But 
as many as received him, to them gave he Power 
to become the Sons of God: even to them that 
believe on his Name, John i. 11, 12. As ma- 
ny as received me (in the Name of CHRIST) 
among you, had alſo Power to become the 
Children of God, for thoſe that receive the 
Word receive the Bleſſing. Go bp has bound 


A up 


( 1 

up his Teſtimonies (the Doctrine of CHRIST) 
among his Diſciples: (ſecured it) from E- 
verlaiting to them, tho hid from the World. 
Accordingly, CHRIST has fulfilled the Law, 
(in Time) and ſealed the Salvation of his 
Church, or ſelect People with his Blood, 
and reveal'd it by his Word and Spirit. Be— 
hold CHRIST and the Children in every Age, 
whom the Loxp hath given him, are tor 
Srgns and Wonders in the Church, (eſpecially 
to the unbelieving World) from the Lox, 
according to his Counſel who dwelleth in 
Mount Zion, Ia. viii. 16, 17, 18. Thoſe 
that are taught of Gop ſhould declare the 
Things of Gon: As every one hath receiv- 
ed the Gift, even fo miniſter the ſame one 
to another, as good Stewards of the manifold 
Grace of GOD, 1 Peter iv. 10. It is Wil- 
dom to do as CHRIST did, © the Work of 
him that ſent him, while it is Day: when 
Night, or Death cometh, no Man can 
work,” Jobn ix. 4. Let thy Teſtimonies bt 
my counſellers, ſaith the Pſalmiſt, P/al. cxix. 
24. So thall thy Judgments be ſweeter to me 
than Honey, or the Honey-Como, Pſal. xix. 
9, 10. May the Language of my Soul be 
like his, O- Lord, quicken me in thy Righte- 
auſneſs, AMEN, P/al. cxix. 40. 


Aa. 


EZEKIEL. 


es 
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EZEKIEL xxxvil. 9. 


Then ſaid he unto me, Propheſy unto the Wind, 
propheſy, Son of Man, and ſay to the Wind, 
Thus faith the Lord Ged, Come from the 
four Winds, © O Breath, and breathe upon 
theſe Slain, that they may live. 


SECTION: % 


All the Children of fallen Adam are ſpiritually and in- 


ſenſibly dead in the Valley of dry Bones; and continue 
ſo fill the Spirit of the Lord convinces them of their 


Miſery. 


SPARCSHEREAS the Almighty hath, I 
42+" truſt, called me into his Vineyard, 
W 42 Malt. xx. 1. And made me hy 
. 4/2 willing Child in the Day of his 
5 SS Power, Pſal. cx. 3. — I am there- 
fore not my own, but am bought 
with a Price, and ought to glorify God with my 


Body, and Spirit, which are God's, 1 Cor. vi. 19, 


20. I was buſy at my manual Employment on 
November 19th, 1752, when the Lord was pleaſed 
to engage my Thoughts on writing the tollowing 
Diſcourſe, on the above Portion of Scripture ; 
and I was perſuaded that many a poor Soul in 
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my own Town, who being aſhamed, like Nico. 
demus, would not come under the Doctrine of 
enlightened Miniſters, might notwithſtanding have 
the Curicſity to read it when publiſhed : I fey, 
many a poer Soul, tor whether they are. high or 
low with regard to Wealth, it they have not felt 
the Efficacy of thoſe breathing Winds, they will 
find in a little Time that they are poor, and Blind, 


and naked, Rev. iii. 17. And now my dear and 


well - beloved Neighbours, may the God of all 


Grace help you to conſider whom thoſe Winds 


were to breathe upon, even upon the whole Houle 
of Iſrael, the peculiar People of God, who were 
all circumciſed at that Time, and were in as fair 
a Proſpect to be ſaved as we are now, being bap- 
tized. How little Danger did they ſee themſelves 
in, when the Almighty ſaw them all dry Bones ? 
Why, they ſaw no more Danger in that Condition 
than moſt of us, and the reſt of the unconverted, 
unrenewed, baptized Heathens, -in this and other 
Nations do. But, O my Beloved, it you cannot 
ſee your Danger, turn to our Saviour's Diſcourle 
to Nicedemus, John iti. 3. where you will find 
him declare, Yerily, verily I ſay unto thee, Except 
a Man be born again, he cannot ſee the Kingdem of 
God. The ſame heavenly Wind muſt breathe on 
all our dead Souls, or we are loſt and undone for 
ever. Our Lord ſignified how thoſe Winds 
operate on the new-born Soul: But his own Dil- 
ciples were ignorant of the Scriptures, *till they 
themſelves received the breathing Winds of God's 
Holy Spirit, which gives Lite to the Soul. He 
therefore breathed on them, and ſaid, Receive ye 
the Holy Gheſt. IWheſeſoever Sins ye remit, they are 


remitied; and whoſeſoever Sins ye retain, they are re- 
| Zained, John xx. 22, 23. Now they were become 
the ſpiritual Men who judge all Things; though 
3 55 they 
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they themſelves were not to be judged of any un- 
converted Man, 1 Cor. 11. 15. 
A natural Man cannot diſcern ſpiritual Things, 
for they are Fooliſhneſs unto him, before he has 


received thoſe breathing Winds of God's Holy 


Spirit, 1 Cor. 11. 14. Here St. Paul by Experience 
could argue aiter the ſame Manner as our Lord 
did to Nicodemus; and every true Believer can in 
his Meaſure confidently affirm the fame: There- 
fore unleſs thoſe Winds have breathed on thy 
Soul, thou art yet in the“ Gall of Bitterneis, 
and in the Bond ot Iniquity;“ kaving no true ſav- 
ing Hope, and withcut God in the World, Eph. ii. 12. 

« For no Man can call Chriſt Lord, but by the 
Holy Ghoſt,” 1 Cor. 1. 14. It thoſe Winds have 
not applied Chriſt unto thee, to ſave thee from 
the Guilt of Sin, thro? Faith in his Blood, thou 
art ignorant of the Efficacy of a Saviour: for it 
is written, „ This is Lite eternal, to know thee 
the only true God, and Jeſus Chriſt whom thou 
haſt ſent,” Jobn xvii. 3. But if thou doſt not 
Know him, his Goſpel is hid from thee. And the 
Apoſtle ſaith, If our wma be hid, it is hid to 
them who are loſt,” 2 Cor. iv. 3. A dreadful 
Condition, thus to be dead in a ths Valley of dry 
Bones; and not know it ! © Awake, awake thou 
that ſleepeſt, and ariſe from the Dead, (dead by 
the Fall of Adam, dead in Sin) and Chriſt ſhall 
give thee Lite,” Epheſ. v. 14. May the Lord 
help thee, (tor thou canſt not help thyſelf) to 
come out of the Grave of Nature, and like La- 
zarus, hear the Voice of the Son of God, when he 
ſaith, „I am the Reſurrection, and the Life; if 
any Man believeth in me, though he were dead, 

yet ſhall he live: And whoſoever liveth, and be- 


lieveth in me, ſhall never die,” i. e. eternally, 
| On Xi, 25, 26. It is a bleſſed Condition thus 


to 


3 

to be riſen by Aſſurance of Faith with Chriſt, 
whereby we ſeek the Things which are above; 
for where a Man's Treaſure is, there is his Heart 
alſo. A brave Condition, my Friends, to be 
choſen out of the World! 1I do not wonder that 
the World hateth me. © If the World hateth 
you, (ſaith Chriſt) ye know that it hated me be- 
fore it hated you, but now it hateth you on my 
Account.” Ah! fooliſh World, to hate ſuch 
great Love as is found in Chriſt and his People 
for precious, never-dying Souls. It ye were 
of the World | faith Chriſt) the World would 
love his own, but becauſe ye are not of the World, 
bur I have choſen you out of the World, theretore 
the World hateth you. Remember the Word 
that I ſaid unto you, The Servant 1s not greater. 
than his Lord: If they have perſecuted me, they 
will perſecute you: it they have kept my Saying, 
they will keep yours alſo,” - Fobn xv. 18, 19, 20. 

Now my Beloved, ye People of Gillinglam) if 
ye were not aſleep, ſure this ſingle Teſtimony of 
the Son ot God, (who could not err in his Judg- 
ment) muſt, and would alarm your Conſciences 
on Account of your Behaviour to me fince I have 
returned among you. What Reaſon have you tor 
hating and backbiting me with Lies, Slander, and 
Detamation; ſeeing you cannot juſtly charge me 
with any Thing vile or baſe in my Character trom 
my Youth up *till I went abroad, nor fince I re- 
turned Home? And during the ten Years of my 
Abience, all my Acquaintance can teſtify they 
faw no vile Behaviour in me in thoſe Places where 
Providence caſt my Lot, and where by lawful 
Employment and honeſt Induſtry I was enabled to 
ſupport my Family ; though your Friendſhip and 
Cuitom are both withdrawn, ſince I made a Pro- 


feſffion of Chriſt ; and thereby you have _—_— 
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led me to wander as a Pilgrim from my native 
Place, bearing his Croſs. God grant that none of 
you may hear theſe Words from him in the Day 
of Judgement, I was an hungred, and ye gave 
me no Meat: thirſty, and ye gave me no Drink: 
naked, and ye cloathed me not, &c.” And you 
anſwer, ** When ſaw we thee in this Diſtreſs, and 
did not adminiſter Help unto thee ?? And Jeſus 
anſwering, © Foraſmuch as ye did it not unto the 
leaſt of my Brethren, (Who bore my Image, 
which ye hated. ye did it not unto me. And 


theſe ſhall go away into everlaſting Puniſhment :?. 


but they who love. Chriſt's Image in his Feople, 
and relieve the Diſtreſſed, ſhall go into Life eternal, 
Matt. xxv. 42, &c. Now obſerve, this everlaſt- 
ing Fire, or which Chritt ſpeaks, was prepared for 
the Devil and his Angels, not tor you, my Neigh- 
bours; but it you join with the Devil, to hate 
God and perſccute his Feople, you may thank 
yourſelves ior it, it youu ſuffer the ſame Fate, for 
Chriſt has given you Warning. But why ſhould 
expect beiter Treatment ? - © he that will hve 
godly in Chriſt Jelus muſt ſuffer Perſecution, 
2 Tim. iii. 12. And be hated of all (ungod:y) 
Men tor Chriſt's ſake,” Matt. x 22. Yea, even b 

unteeling Preachers of the Goſpel, which has been 
the Caſe with me; tor hewever prepoſterous the 
Conduct, and horrible to relate) your Miniſter 
is turn'd a Railer trom the Fulpit, againſt the 
Cauſe of Chriſt and his People. May the Lord 
awaken all iuch to ſee their Error, (nd you alſo) 

tor they ought to be Eyes to you who are blind, 
Job xxix 15, Behold! I feel a Sympathy for my 
native Town; methinks I taſte that Compaſſion 
for you which Jeſus felt for Feruſalem, when he 
cry*d, ** O Jeruſalem, Jeruſalem, thou that killeſt 
the Prophets, and ſtoneſt them which are ſent 
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unto thee, how often would 1 have gathered thy 


Children together, even as a Hen gathereth her 


Chickens under her Wings, but ye would not !” 
Matt. xxiii. 37. Even ſo do I find the fame 
Spirit cry in my Soul, O Giulngham, Gilling bam, 
thou that hateit God's Meſſengers who warned 
thee to flee from the Wratb to come; how often did 
I exhort thee to repent and believe the bleficd 
Goſpel, and contend tor the Faith ot God's Elect, 
* which was once delivered unto the Saints?” Jude 
3. without which it is impoſſible to pleaſe God!” 
*« Yet the more I loved you, the leſs was I beloved 
of you,” 2 Cor. xii. 15. But remember our Lord's 
Words, © It the Blind lead the Blind, both ſhall 


fall into the Ditch,” Matt. xv. 14. May the 


Lord open your Eyes, thit you like holy David 
thro' the Meditation of the Scriptures may become 
wiſer than your Teachers, P/a/. cxix. 99. But 
the Children of the Bond-Woman will be always 
perſecuting thoſe. of the Free, Gal. iv. 29. Even 
they whom the Son hath made tree, and are free 
indeed, John viii. 36. But what faith the Scrip- 
tures ? ©* Caſt out the Bond- Woman, (the Doc- 
trine of Self- righteouſneſs, the Devil's Nurſe) and 
her Son, (the. haughty Selt-juſtifier, the Devil's 
ſcoffing Seed) for he ſhall not be Heir, (or co- 
inherit) with the Son of the Free- Woman,“ Gen. 
xxi. 10. For as Feruſalem which is above, is free, 
and is the Mother of all Believers: ſo nominal 
Ferujalem below, thro' Unbelief, is in Bondage, 
which is the Mother and Foſterer of all Perſecu- 
tions, Gal. iv. 26. But Satan will roar, when he 
has loſt a Soul from his Service; and eſpecially 
one who beats up for Volunteers, and inliſts Soldiers 
for the King of Glory. Lyft in the Devil's Scroll, 


is gain'd in Chriſt's Book | So Satan's Sorrow, is 


Heaveii's Joy, and our Comtort. Come my tellow 
| Sinners 
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Sinners and beloved Neighbours, ſerk ye the 
Lord, - as ihre Grace) E have done, 'til! you 
have found him; and then, Angels ſhall alſo re- 
joice on Account of your Convernon. I tell you, 
there ſhall be Joy in Heaven over every Soul 
that repenteth, Late xv. 7. Repent therefore or 
every evi! Habit, of every Sin in Heart and Life 
* and turn unto the Lord, and he will have Mercy 
upon you, and to our God (I ſpeak from Experi- 
ence, and I know) he will abu ndantly pardon,” 
Tja. Iv. 7. For with our God there is plenteous 
Redemption. The Blood of Chriſt 1s infinitely 
meritorious, and unſpeakably efficacious. Repent, 
I ſay, and believe, and you ſhall receive the 
Teſtimony of the Holy Ghoſt; though like thoſe 
Diſciples of old, ye have not yet known him, Act. 
xix. 2. Even the Spirit of Truth, which ſhall 
guide you into ail Truth, and bring all Things to 
your Remembrance, whatſoever the Lord hath 
laid unto you in Times paſt, by hearing or read- 
ing his Goſpel, John xiv. 26. Which now the 
Devil ſteals away trom you, and makes your Read- 
ing and Hearing become unſruitful, Luke viii. 12. 
I tay (happy Souls) you ſhall receive the Anoint- 
ing, which ſhall abide in you, and then you need 
not that any Man teach you, (your Faith ſhall not 
reſt on any Man's Word) for the ſame Anointing 
will teach you all Things, 1 Job ii. 27. Thus, 
I fay, thoſe anointing W inds, or his overthadowing 
Prejence who form'd the Creation, ſhall breathe 
on your ſlain and dead Souls, and you fhall live, 
believe and never die, John xi. 25, 26. Then you 
ſnall know the Bleſſedneſs of the Heaven-born 
Soul, © who is called to the Marriage Supper of 
the Lamb,” Rev. xix. 9. Likewiſe you ſhall know 
the Meaning of the XIIIth Article of our Church, 
which faith, «© Works done before the Grace of 

B Chriſt 
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Chriſt, and the Inſpiration of the Holy Spirit, 
(which is the breathing W ind) hath the Nature of 
Sin, and are not acceptable to God.” Then you 
ſhall alſo know that the Holy Ghoſt mult ſanctity 
you and all the eleft People of Grd, before they can 
be ſaved ; | as mentioned in the Church Catechiſm}. 
You ſhall alſo know what 70 taſted or felt in his 
Sou!, when by Virtue oi thoſe Winds he could 
lay, I knew my Redeemer livetb, Job xix. 25, It 
Chriſt was in you, the Hope of Glory, Col. i. 27. 
then you would underſtand the Language of the 
A poitle when he ſaid, J know in whom I have be- 
heved, 2 Tim. i. 12. You would know alſo what 
the Apoſtle John ſays, We know that we are of God, 
and the whele World (ot lain and dead Souls, never 
breathed upon, not revived by the Spirit of Grace) 
lieth in Wickedneſs, 1 John v. 19. Then he who 
is the Huſband of his Church, even Chriſt Jeſus, 
would be often calling after you, ſaying Riſe up, 
my Love, my fair one, and come away. Fer lo! the 
Winter is paſt, the Time of the Singing of Birds is 
come, and the Voice of the Turtle is heard in our Land. 
The Vines with the tender Grape give a delighttul 
Smell, Cant. 11. 10, 11, 12, 13. Unbeliet and 
Doubting would be over: Peace and Joy in be- 
lieving would abound : the charming Turtle, the 
Spirit of Chriſt, by the Goſpel of tree Salvation, 
would charm your Souls : Chriſt and you would be 
one, as Huſband and Wife are one; therefore he 
fays, not the Land, but or Land, Cant. ii. 12. 
Moreover he would be your Vine, and you ſhould 
be his Branches: in your Hearts would hang the 
Grapes (viz.) Chriſt's Graces, „the Fruits of his 
Spirit, Love, Joy, Peace, Long ſuffering, Gen- 
tieneſs, Goodneis, Faith, Meekneis, and Tem- 
perance; againſt ſuch there is no Law,” Gal. v. 22, 
23. Ihe Devil cannot teach thoule to accuſe them 
before 
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before God, and therefore he endeavours to depre- 
ciate their Worth, by calling their Good, Evil. 
He deſpiſes them in God's People, and calls them 
ſour; and indeed they are far from being palatable 
to the natural Man, who thinks it prepoſterous 
and abſurd to become a Fool to the World, that 


he may be wiſe and win Chriſt. For thoſe Graces 


which are the Principle of “ the Law of the Spirit 
of Lite in Chriſt Jeſus, do make us tree from the 
Law of Sin and Death,” Rom. viii. 2. Being thus 
renewed, you would cry Day and Night like God's 
Elect for compleat Deliverance, Luke xviii. 7. and 
reiterate the Language of the Spouſe, © Awake, 
O North-wind, and come thou South-wind, blow 
upon my Garden, that the Spices thereot may flow 
out.” Nothing would content you unleſs your 
Huſband be pretent ! He muſt come into your 
Souls, and ſup with you, and entertain you with 
his own pleaſant Fruits; I ſay His, tor they are the 
Produce of his Garden, Cent. iv. 16. And having 
experienced the ſalutary Effects ot thoſe breathing 
Winds, you will be calling aiter them as long as 
you live; and at Death you'll prove them to be 
the fiery Chariot of God's Love that ſhall carry 
you to Glory, 2 Kings 11. 11. Chriſt your Huſband 
having loved you once, he will love you to the 
End, Jobn xiii. 1. And this ſhall be your Com- 
fort, Before you call, he will anſwer, and while 
you are yet ſpeaking, he will hear,“ Ja. Ixv. 24. 
As it is obſervable in this Place, for the Spouſe 
having called in the Cloſe of Chap. IV. Chriſt an- 
ſwers her in the Beginning of Chap. V. © I am 
come into my Garden (thy Soul) my Siſter, my 
Spouſe; I have gathered my Myrrh with my Spice, 
I have eaten my Honey comb with my Honey, I 
have drunk my Wine with my Milk z eat, O 
Friends, drink, yea drink abundantly, O Beloved,” 
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Cant. v. 1. In like Manner the Prophet invites te 
tuck the Breaſt of Goſpel! Conſelaticn, preached firſt 
at Ferufalcm, and © with Joy to draw the Water 
out of (Chriſt) the Vell ot Salvation,“ J½. xi. 3. 
And again, Come buy Wine and Milk, without 
Money, and without Price,“ J/. Iv. 1. Here he'll 
teed your hungry Souls with good Things, when 
the Self- rigkteous, who think themſelves rich, and 
attempt to bring their own Geodnels in Exchange 
tor heavenly Commodities, ſhall be ſent empty away, 
Luke i. 53. Here, viz. in his Banqueting- Houle, 
in ſpiritual Communion, you may drink *till you 
are ſick of Love! It fo, then will you intreat your 
heavenly Huſband to ſtay you with Flaggons, and 
comfort you with apples, being ſick of Love: 
who preſently will put his left Hand under your 
Head, and his right Hand to embrace you, Cant. 
11. 4, 5, 6. with Promiſes of temporal and {piritual 
Mercies to ſuitain you, Deut. xxxiii. 25, Thus 
you will know King David's Experience, when he 
ſaid, My cup doth overflow,” Pſal. xxiil. 5. 
Thele were the joytul Winds which breathed on 


him when he danced betoie the Ark, 2 Som. vi. 14. 


Perhaps you will ſay, Thoſe Qualifications for 
Heaven are not to be attained in theſe Days; and 
that which the Religious, thoſe called Methodiſts, 
or others, pretend co, 1s only Enthuſiaſm,” Oh! 
my Friends, take Care, tor this is Satan's Sug- 
geſtion to deceive your precious Souls; and © he 
doth deceive with all Unrighteouſneis them that 
periſh, becauſe they believe not in Chriſt, becauſe 
they receive not the Love of the Truth, that they 
might be ſaved. For this Cauſe God tends them 
ſtrong Deluſions, that they ſhould believe a Lie: 
that they all might be damned, who believe not 


the Truth, but have Pleaſure in Unrighteouſneſs. 


But Believers (of whatever Denomination, though 
ſtigmatized 
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ſtigmatized with the Name of Mezztkedifts) are bound 
to give Thanks unto God, becauſe he hath trom 
the Beginning choſen us to Salvation, thro? Sancti- 
cation of the Spirit, and Belief of the Truth,” 
2 Theſ. 11. 10, 11, 12, 13. And unleſs this be your 
State, and ſuch be your Experience, you are yet 
Bond-ſlaves to Satan, led captive ſome Way or 
other by your ſinful Luſts: ſpiritually dead, whilſt 
bodily alive; and therefore in the fame Predica- 
ment with thoſe whom our Saviour refers to when 
he ſaid, Let the Dead bury their Dead, Mat. viii. 22. 
And in a Condition ſimilar to the Blind that cannor 
ſee far off, 2 Peter i. 9. Can a Child in the Womb 
ſee the Light of the World? No, he cannot ; 
neither can you ſee the Light of the Kingdom of 
Grace whilit you are unregenerate, and ſhut up 
in Unbelief. You are Strangers to the Character 
of the Meek whom God guides in Judgment, P/a/. 
xxv. 9. You know not the Benefit of being 
„delivered from the Power of Darkneſs, and tran- 
ſlated into the Kingdom of God's dear Son.” The 
Subjects of his Kingdom enjoy his marvellous 
Light, and“ have Redemption through his Blood, 
even the Forgiveneſs of Sins,” Col. 1. 13, 14. But 
you are among the Number of thoſe who are un- 
concerned about their Souls? Health, and at Eaſe 
in Zion, againſt whom there is a heavy Woe pro- 
nounced, Amos vi. 1. You are dead in the Valley 
of dry Bones, and conſequently inſenſible of your 
Condition, Ezek. xxxvii. 1. Did ever Chriſt by 
his Spirit convince your Souls “ of Sin, and of 
Righteouſneſs, and of Judgment,” John xvi. 8. Of 
Sin, becauſe you did not believe on him: a Work, 
nevertheleſs, which none can do *till they have re- 
ceived Power from God, to burſt the Bonds of 
Unbelief, and eſcape trom the Dominion of Sin. 
The Saviour's Name is Jesus, becauſe he ſaves his 

People 
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People from their Sins! from, not in their Sins, 
Did ever the Word of God affect your Souls with 
ſuch Power that you acknowledged it was © ſharp- 
er than any two edged Sword, dividing aſunder of 
Soul and Spirit, and of the Joints and Marrow ?” 
Heb. iv. 12. That you cry'd out like the trembling 
Jailer, Ob Sirs ! what muſt I do to be ſaved ? Act. 
xvi. 29, 30. Or like the Publican, Lord be mer- 
ciſul to me à Sinner! not daring to lift up your 

guilty Eyes to Heaven, Luke xvii. 13. but ready, 
it poſſible, to run away trom God, like Adam, and 
to hide yourſelves from his holy Preſence, Gen. iii. 
8. — Did you ever perceive your ſpiritual Naked- 
neſs and Shame by Reaſon of your eating the for- 
bidden Fruit, having done that which you ought 
not to have done? Perhaps you'll ſay you are not 
guilty : What, not guilty of any known Sin which 
taſted ſweet to your corrupt Nature in all your 
Lite? Yes, a few Sins, I ſuppoſe, you'll own: If 
ſo, did ever the Spirit of Chriſt convince you of 
thoſe few Sins, and that the Wages thereof 1s 
death : and eſpecially of the worſt Sin /perhaps 
never thought of) viz. the damning Sin of Un- 
belief, for there is no Salvation out of Chriſt ? 
Go ye into all the World (ſays Chriſt himſelf) 
and preach the Goſpel to every Creature : He that 
believeth and is baptized (with the Holy Ghoſt) 
ſhall be ſaved ; but he that believeth not, ſhall be 
damned,” Mark xvi. 16, 17. | 
Now, to believe is no leſs than to receive For- 

I of Sins, by Faith, through the Merits of 
the Blood and Righteouſneſs of the Lamb: And 
being thus juſtified by Faith, we have Peace 
with God,” Ram. v. 1. Thus the Spirit of Chriſt 
doth and will, as a Prophet reprove, and convince 
every Soul that ſhall be ſaved of the Sin of Unbe- 


lief: and oblige them to acknowledge our Hope 
| is 
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1s loſt, we are cut off for our Parts,” Ezek. xxxvii. 
11. And to cry, What ſhall we do to be ſaved? 
Now in ſuch a Condition the Baptiſm of John will 
be accepted, even his Baptiſm of Repentance for 
the Remiſſion of Sins, Luke 111. 3. Then will you 
begin to ſew your Fig Leaves together, your rag- 
ged filthy Righteouſneſs, to cover your ſhametul 
Nakedneſs, 1/a. Ixiv. 6. And then ſhall you hear 
the awtul Voice or God calling aiter you, and ſay- 
ing as he did to Adam, Where art thou ? Then will 
you tremble and ſeek to hide yourſelves, and con- 
teſs to God, like him, I am afraid, becauſe I am 
naked! And God will reply, Vo told thee thou 
waſt naked? Haſt thou eaten of the forbidden Fruit? 
Gen. iii. 10, 11 Your trembling Souls ſhall then 
be ſenſible, not only of Guilt, but Pollution, 
“from the Crown ot the Head to the Sole of the 
Foot, full of Wounds, Bruites, and putritying 
Sores,” Ja. i. 6. Odious and loathſome in your 
own Eyes: and yet obliged in this Condition to 
ſtand betore the dreadiul Sovereign, the awful 
Judge of all the Earth, whole Preſence is ten 
thoufand Times brighter than the Sun, Eccle. xxiii. 
19. Betore whom the Cherubims cover their Faces, 
becauſe ot the Splendor and Brightneſs of his Glory. 
I ſay, you muſt give an Anſwer to this © high and 
loity One that inhabiteth Eternity,“ Ia. Iv. 15. 
This nevertheleſs is the great Shepherd and Biſhop 
ot Souls, who is come to ſeek after his loſt Sheep, 
Luke xv. 4. And here you would be in a great 
Strait, between Hope and Deſpair, not knowing 
what to anſwer : and you would ſtill be afraid to 
own yourſelf guilty, for fear God would not be 
gracious to you, and forgive you. And therefore 
as Adam put off the Blame from himſelf to his 
Wife, ſo would you Sinners put off the Blame to 
your depraved Nature. And if God — =- 
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Wife, corrupt Nature, it will endeavour to excufe 
itſelt, and lay the Fault upon the Serpent, the De- 
vil. Adam, we know, blam'd the Woman which 
Ged gave him. The Woman whom thou goveſt to 
be with me, ſhe gave me of the Tree, and I did 
eat, Gen. iii. 12. Tacitly blaming God for giving 
Tim ſuch a Creature, Who enticed him to Sin. And 
when God ſaid unto the Woman, bat is this that 
theu haſt done? ſhe imputes her Diſobedience to 
the Serpent. Here we may fee how loath a Man is 
in his natural State to own himſelf guilty of Con- 
demnation. Adam hearkened to the Initigation of 
the Devil, who told him, as he did Eve, that he 
ſhould not ſurely die, Gen. iii. 4. but that his Ex- 
cuſe and his Fig-leaf Covering ſhould ſcreen him 
from the Wrath of the Almighty, and keep him 
ſafe on the Wild Olive Tree (Nature's Hope). 80 
when the Spirit of Chriſt carries Conviction to the 
Heart, we {trive to put the Fault on our depraved 
Nature, ſaying, © All have their Failings! and 
flatter ourſelves that by our future Amendments 
(Fig-leat Righteouſneſs) we ſhall be ſaved: ttill Sin, 
by the Law, ſlay us, and we are convinced of our 
Inability, and obliged to cry, Guilty, guilty. I hen 
we ſee our Fig-leat Covering (moral Honeſty) will 
not ſave our guilty Souls. Now we find ourſelves 
dead, dry Bones, driven out from the Preſence of 
God. Thus did Adam ſee himſelf, when driven 
out of the Garden, excluded from the Tree of 
Life, and doom'd to Labour and Sorrow, Gen. iii. 
24. But the Almighty Jehovah, the Diſpoſer of 
all Events, knowing, as the Scripture ſays, That 
Offences muſt come, but woe to him by whom the 
Offence cometh,” Matt. xviii. 7. pronounced the 
Curſe on the firſt Offender, the Serpent; and ex- 
hibited the gracious Purpoſe of Salvation contained 
in the — to Adam, viz. That the Seed of the 
Voman 
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Woman fhould bruiſe the Serpent's Head. And 1 
[faith God) wil! put Enmity between thee and the 
IV oman, and between thy Secd and her Seed : it ſhall 
brutfe thy Head (thou Devil), and thou ſhalt bruiſe 


his Heel, Gen. iii. 15. Here is God's Decree, that 


Chriſt the Seed of the Woman being ſown in the 
Believer's Heart, by God the Father, who is the 
Huſbandman, through the Operation 'of the Holy 
Ghoſt, in them who are his Huſbandry, ſhall bruiſe 
the Serpent”s Head in them. And this Seed 1s 
verily the Kingdom of Heaven, which our Lord 
ſaith is like unto Leaven, which a Woman took and 
hid in three Meaſures of Meal, *till the whole was 
leavened, Matt. xiii. 33. And ths is the Seed that 
remaineth in God's Children, ſo that they cannot 
love Sin, becaule they are thus born of Ged, 1 John 
111. 9. And the Devil being curſed becauſe he 
beguiled the W oman which God had created up- 


right, is a Priſoner in Chains; decreed to crawl 


on his Belly, never to look up to Heaven for 


Mercy; and permitted only to bruiſe Chriſt's Heel 
in his Church militant. For as Heaven 1s God's 
Throne, ſo Earth is his Footftool, Act. vii. 49. 
And he delights to walk among his golden Candle-. 
ſticks, Rev. 11.1. And fills them tull of Peace 
and Joy in Believing, Rc. xv. 13. Which ſtir— 
reth up Wrath in Satan, and his Agents, and 
cauſeth him to. aſſault God's People with diverſe 
Temprattons, and ſo bruiſes Chriſt's Heel in them, 
by grieving that Holy Spirit of Chriſt, wherewith 


they are ſealed to the Day of Redemption,” Eph. 


iv. 30. Thus he quencheth the Spirit of Conlo- 
lation in God's People, by ſeducing them to Sin, 
whereby they are deprived of the Joy of his Coun- | 
tenance tor a Seaſon. * For what Fellowſhip hath 
Righteouſneſs with Unrighteouſneſs? and . what 
Communion hath Light with Darkneſs ? and wo 
C Concor 
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Concord hath Chriſt with Bel:al ?** 2 Cer. vi. 14,15. 
Or worldly Men with Saints, who are to judge the 
World ? 1 Cor. vi. 2. The Wicked (faith Chriſt) 
are of their Father the Devil, and the Works ot 
their Father they do,” Jahn viii. 44. They are 
erovelling and crawling always for the filthy Lucre 
of this World, eating Gold-duſt. Adding Houſe 
to Houſe, and Field to Field. Thus “ they lick 
the Duſt like a Serpent, and move out of their 
Holes like Worms of the Earth,” Mic. vu. 17. 
* They pant after the Duſt of the Earth,” inſtead 
of the Bread and Water of Life, Am. ii. 7. And 
being Agents for the Devil as the Serpenc was) 
through their own Choice, the Curſe of God like- 
wiſe talls on them, 2 Peter ii. 14. Whilſt they who 
are riſen with Chriſt, notwithſtanding all Oppoſiti- 
ons, continue to “ ſeek thoſe Things which are 
above, where Chriſt ſitteth on the Right Hand of 
God. Their Affections are ſet on Things above, 
not on Things on the Earth. And they being dead 
to the World, and their Life hid with Chriſt in 
God. Theretore, when Chriſt, who 1s their Lite, 
ſhall appear, they alſo ſhall appear with him in 
Glory,” Col. ili. 1, 2, 3, 4. Now although this 
Seed of the Woman (who is ſaid elſewhere to be the 
Lamb ſlain from the Foundation of the World“ 
Rev. xili. 8. was appointed of God, and promiſed 
to Adam, to deſtroy in him the Works of the De- 
vil; yet God knew that the Devil would endeavour 
to delude Adam to neglect the Promiſe, and try 
to make himſelf happy again by his own Endea- 
vours, independent of the Grace of God ; pre- 
ſumpruouſly ſnatching at the Fruit of the Tree of 
Lite, without being beholden to the Righteouſneſs 
of God; building his Babel Tower of Self-Righte- 
ouſneſs to reach Heaven, Gen. xi. 4. Therefore 
the Lord God drove him out of the —_— 
E : Eden 
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Eden (leſt he ſhould attempt to take of the Tree of 
Lite), to till the Ground from whence he was tak- 
en, and placed at the End of the Garden of Eden, 
Cherubims, and a flaming Sword, to keep the Way 
of the Tree of Lite,” Gen. i. 22,3 
notwithſtanding the Meſſiah, the Pearl of great 
Price, Matt. xiii. 46. was promiſed, yet it was ſo 
hid in the Field ot God's Purpoſe and Providence, 
that Adom muſt ſeek after it 'till God in Mercy 
thought proper he ſhould find it. Thus was poor 
Adam, the loſt Sinner convinced of Sin, whereby 
he ſaw the Wages thereof was Death, but that it 
muſt be the free Gift of God to beſtow Life, and 
alſo to lead Men to Chriſt to have eternal Life, 
Rom. vi. 23. Poor Adam, where art thou now? 
the flaming Sword keeps thee from Preſumption ! 
the Promiſe of the Meſſiah keeps thee from De- 
{pair ! now thou art caſt out to till the Ground, in 
order to prepare thy Heart; to root out the Thorns 
and Thiſtles; to cultivate thy corrupt Nature, to 
receive the immortal Seed, and bring it to it's pri- 
mitive Purity. Poor Adam (poor Sinner) view thy 
ſad Situation, ſeriouſly reflect on the Condition of 
thy Soul! Here thou mayeſt dig after Happineſs, 
but canſt never of thyſelf find it. The Depth ſaith, 
It is not in me: and the Sea ſaith, It is not in me, Job 
xxviii. 14. Alas! where is the wiſe Man? where 
1s the Scribe ? where 1s the proud Free-willer now? 
where is the unconverted, whole-hearted, boaſting 
Phariſ e now * Like as the Prieſts, ſo are the Peo- 
ple; blind Leaders of the Blind ; who (without 
the New-birth) muſt both fall into the Ditch; 
Matt. xv. 14 


Lord our C00 f foraſmuch as- this Ditch is the un- 

fathomable Lottomleſs Pit, where Hope never comes, 

and the Fire is never quenched, prepared for the Dy 
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and his Angels: wherein all the unregenerate Race cf 
Adam are likewiſe threatened to be puniſhed. Teach 
us, O Lord, the Language of thy Sperſe, to cry, Be- 
hold! how beautiful are the Feet of them who 
bring us good Tidings of great Joy. We plainly 
ſee that the Harveſt it plentecus, but the Labcurers 
are few: O mayeſt thou, who art the Lord of the 
Harveſt, ſend us ſuch faithful, enlightened Miniſters, 
as might ſbeto us the right Way to eternal Life, leſt 
our Souls are leſt (in this ſulpkurous Gulph) for lack 
of Knowledge, Hol. 1v. 6. 


. 


When the Spirit of the Lord fhews the Sinner 
hrs loft Condition by Nature, he flees to the 
Covenant of Works jor Salvation, and like 
his Father Adam, jews Fig Leaves together 
to cover his Shame, endeavouring to palliate 
his Crime, and make Peace with God's broken 
Law, and fo continues on the wild Olive Tree. 


Let the Preacher beg of God to humble the 
Pride of Man in himſelf firſt, and then he 

will fee the Neceſſity of the People's Converſion in 
order to Chriſtian Converſation. Let not Miniſters 
of Congregations propheſy ſmooth Things to the 
People, pretending they are all Chriſtians, becauſe 
they were baptized with Water; (which is only an 
outward Sign of the inward: and ſpiritual Grace) 
when very few, in Compariſon, are baptized with 
the Holy Ghoſt, which they muſt be, if they be 


born 


ran 1 


born again: And unleſs Men are born again, they 
cannot ſce the Kingdom ot God, 7% iii. 3. Wo 
is me! (ſaith the Church) tor I am as when they 
have gathered the Summer-truits, as the Grape- 
gleanings of the Vintage: there is no Cluſter to 
eat (no Entertainment tor God) though his Soul 
deſires the firſt ripe Fruits,” Mic. vii. 1. God's 
People are few in Number, and his elect Children 
otten go aſtray, which ſeems to grieve him, and 
make him cry, Turn! O backjliding Children, for '1 
am married unto ycu: and I w ç take you one of a City, 
and two of a Family, and bring you to Zion, Jer. 11. 
14. By the few in Number which go to Heaven, 
according to the feregoing Scriptures, one might 
_ eaſily be induced to believe and acknowledge the 
Propriety of what our Lord Jeſus ſaid in this Re- 
ſpect, © Enter ye in at the ſtrait Gate; for wide is 
the Gate, and broad is the Way that leadeth to 
Deſtruction, and many there be which go in thereat: 
Becauſe ſtrait is the Gate, and narrow is the Way 
which leadeth unto Lite, and few there be that find 
It,” Matt. vii. 13, 14. What depth of Thought 
can conceive, the Curſes the Damned in Hell will 
pronounce againſt ſuch fooliſh Shepherds, who have 
deluded them thither : who took upon them the 
Care of precious, immortal Souls, to Jead them 
ſate to Heaven, only tor the ſake of filthy Lucre, 
1 Tim. iii. 3, 8. They ran (faith God) bur I ne- 
ver ſent them,“ Fer. xxiii. 21. Strangers to vital 
Religion: having not received the Spirit of Adop- 
tion, enabling them to cry, Abbe, Father. Neither 
did the Spirit ever bear witneſs with their Spirits, 
that they were his Children, Rom. viii. 15, 16. 
Deſtitute of divine Grace to aſſiſt them in ſo ardu- 
ous a Work. God declares he will require his 
People's Blood at ſuch. Teachers* Hands, Ezek. 
xxxiv. 10. For my People periſh (ſaith the may 

or 
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for lack of Knowledge,” Heſ. iv. 6. For what 
Man knoweth the Things of a Man, ſave the Spi— 
rit of Man which is in him? even ſo the I hings 
ot God knoweth no (natural) Man, but he only 
who hath the Spirit ot God dwelling in him,” 
1 Cor. 11. 11. The Spirit ſearcheth all Things, 
yea, the deep Things ot God,” verſe 10. And 
thuie that have not the Spirit of Chriſt (whether 
Preachers or Hearers) are none of his,” Rom. viii. g. 
What Buſineſs then have tuch People to preſume 
to untold the ſacred Myſteries of the Word of 
God, or take God's Covenant into their Mouth? 
ſeeing they hate to be retormed, and caſt his Com- 
mandments behind their Backs, P/al. 1. 16, 17. 
Whole Eyes never ſaw, whoſe Hands never handled 
the Word of Lite, 1 John 1. 1. The Holy Ghoſt 
(the Fountain of all Truth) deſcribes fuch Watch- 
men to be blind and ignorant, nay, dumb Dogs, 
that cannot bark ; ſleeping, lying down, loving to 
ſlumber.” Heedleſs ot the Condition of every Soul 
whoſe Lot it is to be under ſuch Paſtor's Care. 
And yet, greedy dogs which can never have e- 
nough, Shepherds that cannot underſtand, every 
one looking (ſharp) for his Gain, from his Quar- 
ter,” Eſa. lvi. 10, 11. They relinquiſh no Perqui- 
fite, ſpare no Fleece that can be had, though the 
Sheep want it to ſcreen them from the nipping 
Cold. I heretore thus ſaith the Lord, Wee be 
to the Shepherds ot Iſrael that teed themſelves ? 
ſhould not the Shepherds iced the Flocks?” Exzek. 
xxxiv. 2. But ſome may think me too aggravating, 

and will ſay, Stop Friend! wilt thou not affront 
many by dealing fo plainly? Yes, I know [I ſhall 
affront thoie whom the I ruth gauls; and 1 know 
Satan will ſtir up his People againſt me, as he 
has done already: and I know he will rage, 
but I am fore-warned whom to icar : Chriſt bids 


me 
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me fear not Man, but God, who is able to de- 
ttroy both Soul and Body in Hell; yea, I tay unto 
you, fear him, Luke x1. 5. 

Queſtion, But is it ſo bad with us now, or are we 
in like Circumſtances with Adam when he was driven 
out trom the Preſence of God ? 

Anſwer, Yes, the very ſame; © For we by Na- 
ture are all born Chiliren ot Wrath, even as o- 
thers,” Epb. ii. 3. And until we are born again 
of the Spirit, and baptized with the Holy Ghoſt, 
and with Fire, the Fire of God's Love, “ we are 


Aliens from the Common. wealth ot Iſrael, Strang- 


ers to the Covenants of Promiſe, having no true, 
ſaving Hope, and without God in the World,” Epb. 
ti. 12. And alas! how loath we are when Storms 
ariſe to caſt our Anchor of Hope on firm Ground : 
for as ſoon as Chriſt by his Spirit has convinced us 
of Sin, we preſently endeavour to ſecure our Souls 
on the quick Sands of Selt-righreoutneſs, or hke 
Adam to cover our Nakedneſs with the Fig-leaves 
of formal Obedience: and although God ſays, The 
Soul that ſiuneth ſhall die; yet the Devil ſuggeſts, 
We ſhall not ſurely die, but by our Amendment 
we may excuſe ourſelves : prompting us pieſump- 
tuouſly, as he did our Mother Eve, to take the 
forbidden Fruit: ſo now, /notwithſtanding the So- 
raphic Swordſmen) to ſnatch at the Tree of Lite, 
as we vainly ſuppoſe it to be, viz. the Covenant of 
Works to be pertormed by us for our Salvation. 
And if we cannot live as well as we would, yet 
we hope God will be merciful, tor we endeavour to 
Keep the whole Law as well as we can, and truſt 
God for the Reſt. Here I think you'll ſay, This 
cannot be the Advice of Satan; for who can do 
more than this? Ah! my dear Neighbours, be- 
ware, look well to yourſelves, tor Satan lies 1n 
wait to deceive. Our Lord faith, * Many thall 
185 come 
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come in that Pay and ſay, Lord open to me, ſor 1 
have eaten and drank in thy Freſence, and in thy 
Name caſt out Devils, and in thy Name done many 
wonderful Works. But Chriſt will ſay, I know 
you not, depart from me ye Workers of Iniquity,“ 
Luke xiii. 27. And we are forbidden to look atter 
Salvation by a Covenant oi Works: Why ſpend 
ye your Money for that which is not Bread? and 
your Labour tor that which ſatisfieth nct ?” Va. 
Iv. 2. Your good Works (being imperfect) can- 
not juſtity you in the Sight of God: © For by the 
Works of the Law no Flcſh ſhall be ſaved,” Gal. 
11. 16. The Serpent knows of the flaming Sword, 
which turns every Way to keep the Way of the Tree 
of Life: viz. The Sword of the Spirit, which is 
the Word of God, Eph. vi. 17. which God has 
placed to keep Rebels out of Paradiſe, in theſe 
Words, © Curſed is every one that continueth not 
in all Things which are written in the Book of the 
Law to do them, Gal. iii. 10. And whereas all 
our Righteouſnefſes are but as filthy Rags,” Ja. 
Ixv. 6. And when we have done all the Good that 
is poſſible, we are ftill but wrproficable Servants, 
Luke xvii. 10. Therefore now behold and ſee that 
the Devil is leading you to Preſumption, hurrying 
you on, impotent as you are, through vain Conceit 
of prevailing againſt the Dint of the Sword, the 
flaming Sword of God's Word ( appointed by him 
to humble the Pride of Man) attempting to clime 
the Tree of Lite through your own natural Ability, 
whether God will or not. But, alas !- poor loſt 
Sons of Adam, you mult yet according to God's 
Command till the Ground trom whence you were 
taken. God made your Father Adam out of good 
Earth before it was curſcd; and when he had 
made him, Behold ! he was very gend, Gen. i. 31. 
But his Sin became your Sin, and. the Ground of 
your 


k 
your Nature in him, being accurſed originally by 
his Fall, and ſince, by your own Tranlgreſlions : 


Therefore God alſo ſends you out (and every one 


he intends to ſave) to till the ground of your own 
Hearts; to break up the fallow Ground; to root 
out the Thorns and Thiſtles (your Sins) from 
thence, and to make yourſelves holy as your Na- 
ture was (in Adam) at firſt, which you can never 
do: For n Man can quicken his own Soul, Pſal. xxil. 
29. And this the Lord does that Man might ſee 
his loſt Condition; and that he can no more change 
his Heart than the Ethiop his Skin, until the Lord 
Jehovah puts his Hand to the Work : then will 


appear ſome evident Signs of Reſtoration to Life; 


as it follows in the Subject under Conſideration. 
„And when I beheld, lo! the Sinnews and the 
Fleſh came up upon them, and the Skin covered 
them above, but there was no Breath in them.” 
God by his Spirit had been tilling the Ground of 
their Hearts, *cill they were afraid of Hell and 
eternal Damnation. Then ſaid he unto me, Pro- 
pheſy unto the Wind, propheſy, Son of Man, and 
ſay to the Wind, Thus faith the Lord God; Come 
from the four Winds, O Breath, and breathe upon 
theſe Slain, that they may live! Ezek. xxxvii. 8, 9. 
God works in a miraculous Manner to deliver his 
Church: He brought his Jrael of old out of Cap- 


| tivity, when they were oppreſſed and under the 


Diſpenſation of the Law. In a ſimilar Manner 


he now miraculouſly delivers his Church out of 


the Bondage of Sin and the Slavery of the Devil, 
under the Diſpentation of the Goſpel, when all hu- 
man Help tails. Here you may lee that it is God 
who prepares the Hearts of his People, viz. the 
whole Houſe of Jrael ever ſince the Fall of Adam, 
in order to receive his Grace; they being in the 
Sight of God dead, in the Valley of dry Bones, 1 
D WI 
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will appear: for after all the Noife, and the Shak- 
ing, and the Trembling, which the Spirit of God 
had brought on them, through Conviction, for 
Fear of the high and lotty Gre that inhabiteth 
Eternity: yet they were ſtill in a ſtate of Death, 
for there was no ipiritual Breath in them, Ezek. 
XXXV11. 8. For beſides Repentance towards God, 
there muſt be Faith tewards our Lord Feſus Chriſt, 
Act. xx. 24. Which thole poor Souls as yet had 
not. But mark his holy Word! © To this Man 
will I look, even to him that is poor (in Spirit) 
and of a contrite Heart, and trembleth at my 
Word,“ Ja. Ixvi. 2. The Lord looked in Mercy 
on thoſe trembhng Souls, and call'd ror his tour 
Winds, even his Holy Spirit which fills all Worlus, 
to breathe Lite into their prepared Hearts, 1n order 
to apply the Merits and effects ot the Lite, Death, 
Reſurrection and Interceflion ot The Lord our 
Righteouſneſs unto their tainting Souls. Then they 
find the Pearl of great Price, ChRIsT JeSvs, hid 
in the Field of God's ſecret Counſel, Matt. xii. 46. 
Which no Man can know, or come unto, unleſs 
the Father draw and teach him, Jobn vi. 44. Here 
the new Wine is put into new Bottles, and both 
Pielerved, Matt. ix. 17. The Souls of poor, re- 
penting Sinners are made meet to receive Grace 
(Article xi11.) But it the proud Phari/ee, the whole- 
hearted, unconverted Man was to have a Taſte of 
God's gracious Frefer.ce, as Saul had in Company 
with Das 1d; ard as Judas had when among the 
Apoſtles: this new Wine put into their ola Bot- 
tles (unprepared Hearts, never refined in the Fire 
of true Conviction, nor made meet tor the Maſter's 
Uſe, would, through Fridge, break the Bottles, 
and both Wine and Botiles periſh, Mait. ix. 17. 
Thus does God, by his brea:hing Winds, bring 
| 485 * deipairing Tiliers ot the Ground brit, 
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Chriſt, when they have been a convenient Time 
under the Diſcipline of the Law, which is their 
School maſter, teaching them to lay hold of the 
Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, Gal. iii. 24. But after 
Faith is come, we are no longer under a School- 
maſter (faith the Apoſtle) tor we are all the Children 
ot God by Faith in Chriſt Jeſus,“ ver. 23, 26. 
Chriſt is the End ot the Law tor Righteouſneſs to 
every one that believeth, Rom. x. 4. For © this is 
his Name whereby he ſhall be called, THE LORD 
OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS,” Fer. xxiii. 6. Thus 
poor heavy-laden Sinners, having try'd to the ut- 
moſt to be ſaved by the Law ot Works, and yet 
continue in their wretched State, conſcious of 
Guilt, and condemned by the Law, that flaming 
Sword which turneth every W ay, ,to withſtand pre- 
ſumptuous Sinners; at length makes them glad to be 
ſlipt trom the wild Olive, Self, and to be engratted. 
into the good Olive Tree, even Chriſt, to be ſaved 
by the free Grace of God. And then they begin 
to confeſs with Saint Paul, By Grace we are ſav- 
ed, through Faith, in the Merits of Chriſt's Blood; 
ſo that it 1s not of ourſelves, it is the Gitt of God, 
not of Works, leſt any Man ſhould boaſt,” Epb. 
11. 8, 9. Now the Soul being convinced of Righ- 
teouſneſs, as well as of Sin; that 1s, of the Ne- 
ceſfity and ſufficiency of Chriſt's Righteouſneſs, 
and ſenſible of the damning Nature of Sin, and his 
own Inability to believe in Chriſt's Righteouſneſs, 
not knowing his Intereſt in him. Now, I ſay, 
when the Underſtanding is enlightened to know 
what true Righteouſneſs is, the poor Sinner will 
loath himſelt, and eſteem Chriſt precious! and like 
St. Paul, he would not have on his own Righteoul- 
neſs, which is of the Law, to appear in Judgment, 
even though it ſecmed to be blameleſs, but the 
Rr1ghteoulneſs that is of Faith, even Faith in the 
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Son of God: which is the approved Wedding- | 


Garment, required of God in holy Scripture, and 
renders the Soul a worthy Communicant at God's 
holy Table. For the believing Soul has the Ho- 
nour to become the Bride, the Lamb's Spouſe, 
hearkens to his Counſel, and buys of him white 
Raiment (without Money) that ſhe might be 
clothed ; leaſt the Shame of her Nakedneſs ſhould 
appear, which Fig-leaf Righteouſneſs could not 
cover, Rev. iii. 18. And new ſhe is admitted to 
his Banqueting-houſe, and his Banner over her is 
Love, Cant. ii. 4. Now by Faith ſhe can ſee that 
the Prince of this World (her former cruel Maſter) 
who kept her in Chains, is judged, and condemn'd 
as an Uſurper, Jobn xvi. 8, 11. And now, this 
being the Caſe, what think you, my Friends, of 
the Doctrine delivered? are theſe the Words of 
Truth and Sobriety? I hope, at leaſt, you will 
no longer contempruouſly call it Entbuſiaſm! 

W | 5 9972 you will ſay, you cannot tell what 
to think of it: if ſo, ſuſpend your Judgment till 
you have found out where true Wiſdom (viz. 
Chriſt) dwelleth; and deſire him to anoint your 
Eyes with Eye Salve, that you may ſee; and give 
you the hearing Ear, that you may hear; and il- 
uminate your Underſtanding which is yet dark 
through the Ignorance that is in you, Epb. iv. 18. 
And labour to know what Saint Paul meant when 
he ſaid, © I have eſpouſed you to one Huſband, 
that I may preſent you a chaſte Virgin to Chrift,” 
2 Cor. xi. 2. And again, My little Children, of 
whom I travail in Birth again until Chriſt be form- 
ec in you,” Gal. iv. 19. Which is Chriſt in 


you (Believers) the Hope of Glory,” Col. i. 27. 


If his Image which we loſt by Adam's Fall be re- 

ſtored in us, it will be Life eternal to know not 
only God the Father reconciled unto us, but I 
8 Ms: Chr! 
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Chriſt whom he hath ſent to perform the glorious 
Work of Man's Redemption, by his ſpotleſs Obe- 
dience, by his precious Blood, and his gracious 
Spirit working in our Heaits, . Jobn xvii. 3. But 
we cannot know the Father, but by the Son's Spi- 
rit, tor no Man kneweth the Father but the Son, and 
he to whom the Son will reveal him, Matt, xi. 27. 
Therefore, unleſs you have received thoſe Freatbing 
Winds, even the Spirit of Chriſt, ye neither know 
| the Son, nor the Father; For if you have not tbe 
Spirit of Chriſt, ye are none of his, Rom. vill. 9. 
« But there is now no Condemnation to them that 
are in Chriſt Jeſus, who walk not after the Fleſh 
but after the Spirit. For the Law of the Spirit of 
Life which we have received in Chriſt Jeſus, makes 
us free from the Law of Sin and Death. For what 
the Law could not do in us, in that it was weak by 
Reaſon of the Infirmity of our Fleſn; God there- 
fore ſending his own Son, in the likeneſs of ſinful 
Fleſn, and by his Obedience to God's Law, con- 
demned Sin firſt in his own Fleſh : (for in him was 
no Sin) and alſo in the Fleſh of Believers; that the 
Righteouſneſs of the Law (by our Union with 
Chriſt) might be tulfilled in us (by Imputation) 
who walk not after the Fleſh, but atter-the Spirit,” 
Rom. v1ll. 1, 2, 3, 4. Chriſt being a reputed Sinner, 
and content to be the Lamb ſlain from (or before) 
the foundation of the World,“ Rev. xiii. 8, There- 
fore Man's Sin by God's Imputation of it to Chriſt, 
condemned Chriſt to Death: And Chriſt's Righte- 
ouſnes, by God's Imputation of it to Man, con- 
demned Sin to death in Man, when united to Chriſt. 
For Chriſt became Sin for us who knew no Sin, 
that we might become the Righteouſneſs of God in 
him,” 2 Cor. v. 21. Wherefore God ſaith, Deliver 
bim from going down to the Pit, I have found a Ran- 
ſom, Job xxxiii. 24. And foraſmuch as without 


ſhedding 


1 ] 
| ſhedding of Blood there is no Remiſſion of Sins, Heb: 
ix. 22. Therefore God gave Chriſt tor a Covenant 


of Peace to the People, Ja. xlii.7. To be a bloody 


Sacrifice, to expiate and take away the Guilt of Sin 
out of the Hearts of his Choſen. For he gave his 
Life a Ranſom for many, Matt. xx. 28. That they 
might {rve God (by a free will Offering) without 
(laviſh) Fear in Righteouſneſs all the Days ot their 
Lite, Luke i. 78. For the Promiſe to the Church 
is, that they ſhall know (Chriſt) the Truth, and 
the Truth ſhall make them free: For if the Son 
ſhall make you free, ye ſhall be free indeed,” Jobn 
viii. 32, 36. For Chriſt is the End of the Law 
for Righteouſneſs to every one that believech,” Rom. 
x. 4. Chriſt and the Believer are one, as the Huſ- 
band and Wite are one: © My Beloved is mine, 
and I am his,“ Cant. 11.16. Therefore, true Believ- 
ers are become dead to the Law, by the Body of 
Chriſt : for Chriſt in his Body fulfilled: all the 
Demands of the Law tor us and in our ſtead, and 
alſo went to Calvary's Croſs and offered up his holy 
Body on the Tree, and was made a Curie tor us; 
for it is written, Curſed is every one that hangeth on 
4 Tree, Gal. iii. 13. There he was bruiſed for our 
Iniquities, even for our tranſgreſſing his Father's 
holy Law. The Chaſtiſement of our Peace was 
upon him, and by his Wounds and Stripes we are 
healed,” Ja. liii. 5. © And every believing Soul 
muſt look on him whom he hath pierced by his 
Sins, and mourn for him, as one mourneth in the 
bitterneſs of his Soul for his only Son, or firſt- 
vorn,“ Zech. xn. 10. What Soul, when made ſen- 
ſible that Chriſt the ſlaughtered Lamb ſhed his in- 
nocent Heart's Blood to ſave him from the Sea of 
God's Wrath, the everlaſting Burning, can help 
mourning with Rivers of Tears for his Soul's Be- 
loved one? I cannot forget the Mixture of Joy 
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and Grief I experienced when firſt I ey'd my bl 
ing God dying on the Croſs for me, and the Holy 
Ghoſt applying his precious Blood to my wounded 
Soul, to heal and cleanſe me from all Sin, 1 Jobn 
i. 7. Thus having made Peace by the Blood of 
his Croſs, and reconciled us to God, in the ſuffer- 
ing Body of his Fleſh, through Death, he does 
preſent all his mourning Children (being thus made 
willing in the Day of his Power) holy, unblame- 
able and unreproveable in his Sight,” Col. i. 20, 22. 
Thus do the People of God mourn in Sion, viz. in 
the Church, when they are truly called into the Co- 
venant of Grace; not only for their own Sins, 
but alſo for the Sins of others: And God takes 
Notice of them, and ſends the bleſſed Man, that 
wonderful Meſſenger, clothed in fine Linen, with 
the Writer's Ink-horn by his Side, to ſet a Mark 
upon the Foreheads of thoſe Mourners that figh 
and cry, Ezek. ix. 4. Thus are they ſealed with 
the Holy Spirit of Promiſe (which applies the 
Blood that iſſued out of the Side (the myſterious 
Ink- horn) of the Son of God) even to the Day of 
Redemption, Eph. iv. 30. Now the Believer's 
Obligation to the Law, as a Covenant of Works, 
is cancell'd; his Security lies in the new Covenant 
made with Chriſt, and his Perſeverance 1s certain, 
being kept by the Power of God through Faith unto 
Salvation, 1 Peter i. 5. For the Belicver is not bis 
ewn, but is bought with a Price, 1 Cor. vi. 19, 20, 
And hath no Confidence in the Fleſh, Phil. iii. 3. But 
bis Sufficiency is of God, 2 Cor. iii. 5. And is brought 
into the glorious Liberty of the Children of God, Rom. 
viii. 21. And freed from the Dominion of Sin: 
and no marvel, when Chriſt is King, for he is the 
King of Saints, as well as the Friend and Advocate 
tor poor penitent Sinners. Sin ſhall not reign in 
the Saincs (in Believers') mortal Bodies; for they 


are 
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are not under the Law, but under Grace : and 
therefore Sin ſhall not have Dominion over them. 
What then? ſhall we ſin becauſe we are not under 
the Law (not under it's condemnatory Power or 
Curſe) but under Grace? God forbid,” Rom. vi. 
14, 13. Thus are Believers become dead to the 
Law by the Body of Chrift, and are married to 
another, even to him who 1s raiſed from the Dead, 
that they may bring forth Fruit unto God,” Rom. 
vii. 4. For God works in his Bride (in Believers) 
both to will and to do of his own good Pleaſure, 
Phil. 2. 13. 

Now I beſeech you my dear Neighbours, to give 
me Leave to aſk you one Queſtion, viz. Whether 
you are really married to Jeſus Chriſt, or to the 
Works of the Law? ſurely, you muſt know who 
you love, and on whom you rely | It you are wed- 
ded to the Law, i. e. it you. depend on the Law 
for Salvation, you are wedded to the Curſe : For 
curſed is every one that continueth not in all Things 
which are written in the Book of the Law to do them, 
Gal. iii. 10. It you have not from your Heart 
been eſpouſed to one Huſband (Chriſt), and pre- 
ſented to him as chaſte Virgins, loving him above 
all, 2 Cor, xi. 2. you cannot bring forth Fruit 
unto God. Chaſte Virgins do not wed two Huſ- 
bands! do not expect to be ſaved by Works and 
by Grace; for it we are ſaved by Works, then 
tt is no more of Grace: otherwiſe, if it be by 
Grace, then it is no more by Works,” Rem. Xi. 6. 
Now if Maſes Vail is not taken off your Hearts, 
if you like Slaves are ſtriving to keep the Com- 
mandments, as a Condition of Lie, . and - truſt 
partly in your own good Works, and partly on the 
Merits. of Chriſt, you are become, Adultereſſes: 
here you come with your old Garment of Sell. 
-ighteouſncls to. compleat what is deficient in it 
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out of Chriſt's new Cloth (his new Covenant- 
righteouſneſs), bur that Cloth he will take away, 
and make the Rent worſe (hel put you to ſhame), 
Mat. ix. 16. Yet, this is generally the Way we 
are taught by unconverted Teachers, but Saint 
Paul inſtructs us otherwiſe : © For the Woman is 
bound to the Law of her Huſband fo long as he 
liveth, but if her Huſband be dead, ſhe is looſed 
from the Law of her Huſband, and might be mar- 
ried to another Man, without being called an 
Adultereſs, Rom. vii. 2, 3. We all by Nature 
wed the Law, and very few out-live it, to fee by 
Faith it's Burial in the Body of Chriſt. Some in- 
deed are ſeverely whipped, and grievouſly chaſtiſed 
by the Law; which, as already obſerved, 1s our 
School- maſter, to bring us unto Chriſt; bur when 
Faith comes, we are no longer under a School- 
maſter, being dead to our former Huſband, and 
become the Children of Goa by Faith in Chriſt 
Jeſus, Gal. iii. 23, 24, 25, 26. Now as every pious 
Woman according to Reaſun) would be well off at 
the Death of a very wicked, inexorable Huſband, 
whom ſhe in her Childhood through Ignorance un- 
fortunately married; eſpecially it ſhe be fo for- 
tunate afterwards as to be wedded to a virtuous 
Man: ſo ſhould we be well off it Chriſt would kill 
in us the Body of Sin, by Faith in his Blood ; and 
free us from the tyrannizing Power of the Law, 
which on every Tranſgreſſion (like a bad Huſband 
on the leaſt Offence) doth ſcourge us, and threatten 
us with eternal Damnation, There is no Peace 
until we be buried with Chriſt in Baptiſm, through 
the Power of the Holy Ghoſt (or breathing Winds), 
and he through his propheric, prieſtly and kingly 
Office brings us to himſelf, and ſubdues Sin in us, 
then we become dead to the condemning Power of 
the Law, and expect Deliverance by Faith in the 
E” 3 
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Merits of the Death of Chriſt, which is rendered 
effectual by the Operation ot the Holy Spirit con- 
vincing and alluring our Souls, like the Bride whom 
he brings up out of the Wilderneſs of Sin and Un— 
belief, leaning on her new Beloved. I lay, until 
thoſe Things are done in us and for us, we cannot 
ſay we have put off or buried the old Man, our 
former vexatious Huſband, and have put on Chriſt 
(who alone is reſponſible to the Law for his Bride), 
and by receiving his divine Nature are created a-new 
aiter the Image of God in Righteouſneſs and true 
Holineſs, Eph. iv. 22, 24. Rendered by Grace 
upright in Heart and ſincere, we become as 
tree trom the Power of the Law, being thus mar- 
Tied to Chriſt, as a Woman is from conjugal Duties 
to her. buried Huſband. Has the Spirit of Chriſt, 
my Friends, revealed unto you, that by his prieſtly 
Office he has made a full Aronement and Satistacti- 
on to God for all your Sins, by offering up his 
holy Body as a Free-will Offering for your Souls? 
And was it ever applied to your Hearts? Did you 
ever find his atoning Blood, the ſovereign Balm, an 

efficacious Remedy to your afflicted Souls, your 
_ wounded Conſciences, which the Word of God by 
his Spirit, as a Heart-fearching Prophet, had a lit- 
tle before ſmitten like a two-edged Sword, divid- 
ing aſſunder of Soul and Spirit, Joints and Mar- 
row?“ Heb. iv. 12. For this balmy Blood of Jeſus 
Chriſt, applied by Faith, will cleanſe us from all Sin, 
1 John i. 7. And does, he as a King daily ſubdue 
the Remainder of your Corruptions, ſo that as the 
outward Man grows weaker and weaker, the inward 
Man grows ſtronger and ſtronger ? 2 Cor. iv. 16. 
Many would be Chriſtians, but do not care to go 
through the Operation. If you are thus juſtified 
and ſanctified, then you are bleſſed, for you ſhall 

walk in the Light of his reconciled Heart-cheering 
v2 Countenance, 
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Countenance, P/al. Ixxxix. 15, * And your Path 
ſhall be as the Light, which ſhines more and more 
until the perfect Day,” Prov. iv. 18. Oh! my 
Brethren, if ever you come under the Diſpenſation 
of God's Spirit, and have the Honour to be Pro- 
phets, Prieſts, and Kings unto God, then ſhall you 
alſo learn to ſay with Saint John, We know that we 
are of God, and the whole World (not thus inlighten- 
ed) lieth in Wickedneſs, 1 John v. 19. And unleſs 
chey repent, and come thus to receive Chriſt in all 
his gracious Offices they muſt periſh, for he that 
hath the Son, hath Life, but he that hath not the 
Son of God, hath not Life, but the Wrath of God 
abideth on him, 1 John v. 12. John in. 36. A diſ- 


mal State, my fellow Sinners! I hope ſome of 


you by this Time, convinced of your Condition, 
would gladly be numbered amongſt the ſaved, the 
called of God and ſanctified; unto 'whom it is given 
to know the Myſteries of the Kingdem of God, Luke 
vill. 10. Though the Devil perſecute you, and 
his deluded ſcoffing Children were to call you in 
Deriſion by the Name of Methedifts : For we know 
all Men have not Faith, but many continue the 
Devil's poor deluded Slaves, unto whom the Word 
of God is ſpoken in Parables; that ſeeing they 
might ſee and not perceive, and hearing they might 
hear and not underſtand ; becauſe the Enemy, 
whom they ſerve, taketh away the Word out of 
their Hearts, leſt they ſhould believe and be faved,” 
Luke vin. 10; 12. But you, beloved Brethren, 
who are called by Grace to be Joint-heirs with 
Chriſt, remember that Scripture, © To you it is 
given, not only to believe in him, but alſo to ſuffer 
tor his Name's fake,” Phil. i. 29. and cheartully 
bear the Frowns of the Devil, in the Hearts of the 
Unconverted, and marvel nor, while you are made 
Kings and Prieſts unto God, to offer up ſpiritual - 
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Sacrifices, acceptable to God, through the Mediator 
Jeſus Chriſt; and ale encouraged to“ come boldly 
unto the Throne of Grace, to receive Strength and 
Help in Time of Need,“ Heb. iv. 16. Lou are 
now the bleſſed Men to whom the Lord will not 
impute Sin, Pſal. xxxii. 2. He imputes not Sin 
to his People, becauſe it is not their choſen Ele- 
ment, but their Place of Bondage ; not their Meat 
but their Poiſon: and therefore it ſuch Men fin 
through Inadvertency, who are thus adopted into 
God's Family, the Apoſtle tells us, Ve have an 
Advocate with the Father, Feſus Chriſt the Righteous, 
(who is as an high Prieſt entered within the Vail, with 
his Blood, even into the Preſence of God for us), 
and be is the Propitiation for eur Sins, 1 John ii. 1, 2. 
Glorious Exchange! once you were Subjects and 
Bond-ſlaves to Sin: * for of whomſoever a Perſon 


1s overcome, of the ſame is he brought into Bon- 


dage,” 2 Peter ii. 19. Once the Things you were 
forbidden to do, thoſe I hings your corrupt Nature 
inclined you to do; but now Chriſt by his kingly 
Power has in a Meaſure ſubdued Sin in you: and 
although through the Remainder of Corruptions, 
God may ſuffer a Believer to cry, O wretched Man 
that I am, whe ſball deliver me from the Body of this 
Death ! yet the Holy Ghoſt ſhall enable you as he 
da Saint Paul, to thank God through Feſus Chrijt, 
Rom. vii. 24, 25. who ſhall reign and daily ſubdue 
Sin in the Hearts of all thoſe who are © tranſlated 
from the Power of the Devil, which is Darkneſs, 
into the Kingdom of God's dear Son, which is 
marvellous Light; and have found Redemption in 
his Blood, even the Forgiveneſs of Sins,“ Col. i. 


13, 14. And ſhall be delivered from the Bondage of 


Corruption, into the glorious Liberty of the Children of 
Gea, Rom. viii. 21, Now you are not only myi- 
tically, but, in a Meaſure, experimentally crucified 
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to the World, and the World to you. Your chief 
Glory now is in the Croſs of our dear Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt ; which the Sons of Men, not being born of 
God, hate to bear: theſe are called natural Men, 
or Men of the World; when others, who are born 
of the Spirit, are ſaid to be choſen out of the 
World, whom the World hateth, Fohbn xv. 1 
And why? becauſe they are choſen out of the 
World, they conform not with the World ! but 
their Fellowſhip is with 9s Father, and with his Son 
Jeſus Chriſt, 1 John i. 3. And their Converſation is 
in Heaven, Phil. iii. 20. And their Work while on 
Earth is in the Lord's Vineyard, beating up for 
Volunteers for the King of Glory; endeavouring 
to become all Things to all Men, that they might 
gain ſome, 1 Cor. ix. 22. For they have followed 
Chriſt ſo long, and love his Service ſo well, that 
they are become Fiſhers of Men, Matt. iv. 19. And 
endeavour by all Means to win Souls to Chriſt. 
They are God's Workmanſhip, created in Chriſt 
Jeſus unto good Works, which God has before 
ordained, that they ſhould walk in them,” Eph. ii. 
12. Therefore you ſee my beleved Brethren, that 
God's People, eſpecially his Miniſters, are ordained 
and commanded to “ ſtudy to fhew themſelves ap, 
proved of God. Workmen who need not to be 
aſhamed, having learned rightly to divide the 
Word of Truth,” 2 Tim. i. 15. What ſhall 
we then ſay to theſe Things? If God be for us, 
who can be againſt us? He that ſpared not his 
own Son, but delivered him up tor us all (all who 
are born of the Spirit) how ſhall he not with Chriſt. 
alſo freely give us all Things?” He is our Advo- 
cate on high. ** Who ſhall lay any Thing to the 
Charge of God's Elect ? It is God that juſtifieth: 
(He juſtifies freely on the ſure Foundation of the 
Death of his Son) Who is he that condemneth ? 
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It is Chriſt that died.” He laid down his Life for 
the Sheep; and gives them the Knowledge of the 
Remiſſion of their Sins, Rom. viii. 31, 32, 33, 34. 
** Wherefore they receive not the Spirit of Bondage 
again to fear; but receive the Spirit ot Adoption, 
whereby they cry, Abba, Father. And the Spirit 
itfelf beareth Witneſs with their Spirits, that they 
are the Children of God;” Ver. 15, i6. And be- 
cauſe God's People, through Grace, obey the ef- 
fectual Call, whereby they are Co- workers together 
with God ; therefore they give all Diligence to make 
their Calling and Election ſure, 2 Peter i. 10. Which 
is every Chriſtian's Priviledge : and they that will 
not ſtrive to enter in at the ſtrait Gate, may blame 
themſelves for their own Backwardneſs, owing to 
the Fall of Adam, in which they all died, 1 Cor. xvi. 
22. For there is no Unrighteeuſneſs with God, 
therefore let God be true, but every Man a Liar, 
Rom. iii. 4. For we have all come ſhort of the 
Glory of God, and it would be no Injuſtice in him 
to condemn us all, for the whole World is become 
guilty before him, Rom. iii. 19. Therefore let us 
with Joy embrace the free Salvation, which eternal 

e prepared for us, and improve the manifold 
Grace given unto us, whilſt it is called To-Day, 
for Night cometh, when no Man can work, Jobn 
Iv. 4. For the Day is with many of us far ſpent, 
and Death, which (I am afraid) will be a forrow- 
ful Night (to many a dry-Bone Soul) is at Hand : 
let us therefore caft away the unfruitful Works of 
Ignorance (which will be found diſmal Darkneſs) 
and be clothed with Humility, and indued with 
the Knowledge of the divine Will, in all Wiſdom 
and ſpiritual Underftanding, which will be unto us 
the Armour of Light, even now in the Time of 
our mortal Life. Remembering our Priviledge, 
mentioned before; and that it is our Duty and =_ 
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tereſt to make our Calling and Election ſure, 1. e. clear 
to the Satisfaction of our own Conſcience, 2 Peter 
1. 10. For altho' there is a ſure Foundation laid, 
yet there are many Sandy-ground Profeſſors, who 
make Shipwreck of Faith, and fall finally 1nto 
Condemnation, after they have been enlightened 
like Judas and King Saul, and like them that 
taſted the good Word of God, and the Powers of 
the World to come, i. e. the inferior Workings of 
God's Spirit, which always accompanies the Word 
more or leſs; yet ſtill it was but a Taſte, and for 
want of effectual Conviction and ſound Converſion, 
their Taſting and Receiving of God's new Wine 


into their old Bottles (unconverted Hearts), did 


them no good, but burſt their Bottles, and ſo 
Wine and Bottles periſned, Matt. ix 17. (Sin 


grew impatient by Reſtraint, and broke out with 


greater Violence). Yet there is an Impoſſibility on 
God's Part to ſuffer his Truth to fail Believers, 
who have been effectually called according to his 
Purpoſe, convinced in their Underſtanding, con- 
victed in Heart by the Word of Truth, and con- 
demned by the Law, and then Ranſomed by Blood, 
and releaſed by Faith in the Merits of the Son of 
God; ſuch muſt be ſafe, being reſcued as a Prey 
from the Strong, and plucked as a Brand from the 
Burning by the Hand of Omnipotence ; for if the 
Son makes us free, we are free indeed, John viii. 36. 
and eſpecially if we have paſſed through the fiery 


Trial, 1 Peter iv. 12. viz. of Perſecution. The 


Grain that withereth not by ſcorching Heat will 
come to Maturity, having Chrift in us the Hope of 
Glory, Col. i. 279. We go on from one Degree: of 
Grace unto another, until we are arrived to. full 
Aſſurance of Faith, and ſealed with the holy Spirit? 


of Promiſe, which is an Earneſt of our Inheritance, 
in Glory; and it is a ſure Evidence that as the Soul 


has 
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has been redeemed from the reigning and condemn- 
ing Power ot Sin and Unbelief, allo tranſplanted trom 
Nature into Grace, ſo ſhall the Body one Day ob- 
tain Redemption trom the Grave, and be re-united 
to the Soul, and be put fate into the purchaſed 
Poſſeſſion (according to Promite) Eph. 1. 13, 14. 
W herefore the Apoſtle exhorteth Believers to ceate 
from Sin, yea from corrupt Communication, leſt 
they grieve the. Holy Spirit of God, and deprive 
themſelves of his Comiorts, who hath ſealed them 
to the Day of Redemption, Epb. iv. 29, 30. Thus 
Chriſt promiſes Believers ſhall hear his Voice, and 
as Chriſt knows them, they ſhall know his Voire, 
and follow him. And I give unto them (lays 
Chriſt) eternal Lite, and they ſhall never periſh, 
neither ſhall any pluck them out of my Hands. 
My Father which gave them me, is greater than all; 
and none 1s able to pluck them out of my Father's 
Hand,” Jobn x. 27, 28, 29. For when the Ene- 
my ſhall come in like a Flood (into the Heart of 
God's People), then the Spirit of the Lord ſhall 
lift up a Standard againſt him,” and chaſe him a- 
way, IJſa. lix. 19. Therefore the Gates of Hell 
Mall not prevail againſt the Church built upon this 
Rock, or Chriſt received by Faith into the Believer's 
Heart, Matt. xvi. 18. But woe be to them. that 
are alone (without Chriſt}, tor when they fall, 
1 is none to help them, Eccle. iv. 10. Oh! 

rive theretore to make your Calling and Election 
jure, then ſhall you enjoy the Honour contained 
in theſe ſublime Characters beſtowed on God's 
People, viz. His pleaſant Portion, Jer. xii. 10. 
His own Inheritance, Ma. xix 25. His Jewels, 
which he will one Day collect together, Mal. iii. 17. 
for his peculiar Treaſure, Exod. xix. 3. The dearis 
Beloved of God's own Soul, Fer. xii. 7. The Apple 
of his Eye, Zech. ii. 8. And Chriſt ſays that 5 
oever 
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ſoever offends one of them, it were better that a 
Mill ſtone was hanged about his Neck, and that he 
was drowned in the Depth of the Sea,” Matt. xvili. 
. 6. But notwithſtanding God's unalterable. Love 
to his People; if they wiltully ſin againit him, he 
will give the dearly Beloved of his cv/n Soul (tor 
a Sealon) into the Hands of their Enemies, Fer. x11. 7. 
until he hath ſufficiently humbled them; and then 
will he have Compaſſion on them, and bring every 
penitent Soul again into the Light of his Counte- 
nance, Ver. 15. And in order that God's People 
might watch, as well as pray; God fays, “ It 
my Children torſake my Law, and walk not 
in my Judgments ; if they break my Statutes, and 
keep not my Commandments : then will J vific 
their Tranſgreſſions with the Rod, and their Ini- 
quity with Stripes. Neverthelets, my loving Kind- 
_ neſs will I not utterly take from them; nor ſuffer 
my Faithfulneſs to fail (thoſe who are the Objects 
of his Love, and the Purchaſe of his Blood;, P/a. 
IxxXiX. 30, 31, 32, 33. And though God's Blood- 
bought People are ſafe in the everlaſting Covenant 
of Grace, which is well-ordered in all Things and 
lure, 2 Sam. xxiii. 3. Yet they dare not fin that 
Grace may abound, leſt God's Rad follows them as 
it did King David for his Sin touching Uriah, &c. 
For faith God by the Prophet Nathan, The Sword 
ſhall never depart from thine Houſe, 2 Sam. X11. 10. 
A dreadtul Sentence | enough to deter God's Peo- 
ple, yea, every conſiderate Soul from wiltul Dil- 
obedience | 


Heavenly Father, we ſee the Difficulty of walking 
in the right Road, being by Nature ignorant of thy 
Ways, and prone to Diſobedience, owing to the Strength 
of our Corruptions, and Weakneſs in Grace. May we 
fee the Neceſſity of thy correcting Hand, when we 
R neglecꝭ 
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neplet? our Duty, and dijobey thy Commands : and 
conſidering thy paternal Care over us, be enabled, 
through Faith, like holy David, to ſay that thy Rod 


and Staff ſball comfort us all the Days io our Life, 
Pial. xxiii. 4. 
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The F olly of daubing with untempered Mortar, 
or mixing Works with Grace. True Faith 


will believe the Promiſe, Dip in Jordan, and 
be clean. Alſo walk round Jericho, and gain 


the Conqueſt. The Diſciples forſook their 
Lord: Chriſt gained the bloody Victory alone, 


and gave the Merits of his Life and Death 
unto them. 


EHOLD it is abſolutely neceſſary that all 
poor Sinners and every Believer that thirſteth 

tor Grace to ſubcue Sin ſhould come to the Wa- 
ters, viz. the Merits of Chriit ; and he that is poor 
in Spirit, and hath no good Works to buy with, 
let him come to Chriſt. Come ye, buy and eat, 
yea, come, buy Wine and Milk, without Money 
and without Price,” Ja. lv. 1. The Poverty of 
the Soul excites Pity, and makes the Redeemer cry 
out, Oh ! thou Afified, toſſed with Tempeſt, and not 
comforted, Tia. liv 11. Come to my Banquet, for 
I have troden the Wine preis alone, in my Agony 
and bloody Sweat, tor Wine to chear thy troubled 
Heart, //a. Ixiii. 3. Alſo ſuck the Breaſts of my 
F 1 for the Milk of Conſolation, 1/a. Ixvi. an 
Then 
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Then go to the bloody Croſs, and eat the Sacrifice of 


my Body, which was broken there for thee, J am 
the Bread of Life, John vi. 48. Then come to my 
complere Obedience to the Law tor white Raiment, 
(ſpotleſs Righteouſneſs) that the Shame of thy 
Nakedneſs do not appear,” Rev. iii. 18. Why 
do you ſpend your Money for that which is not 
Bread, and your Labour tor that which fatisfieth 
not (God's Juſtice, nor appeaſeth your Conſcience)? 
hearken Diligently unto tne (ſaith God), and eat 
ye that which is good, even the Merits of the Body 
and Blood of Chriſt by Faith, and let your Souls 
delight themſelves in /this Fatneſs. Incline your 
Ear, and come unto me: hear, and your Soul ſhall 
live; and I will make an everlaſting Covenant with 
you, even the ſure Mercies of David,” Jia. lv. 1, 2, 3. 
This ſure Mercy belongs to every believing juſti- 
fied Soul, that hath been ſealed with the Holy Spi- 
rit, and God hath confirmed his Faithfulneſs: to 
his Saints by an Oath, Once have I ſworn by" my 
Holineſs, that I will not lie unto David, Pſal. Ixxxix. 
35- And whereas Believers have the ſure Mercies 
of David conferred upon them, whom then ſhall 
we fear, ſince The Lord is our Strength and our Song; 
and be is become our Salvation, Exod. xv. 2. And 
that the Believer might not doubt of God's Faith- 
fulneſs to reſtore him, when the Devil hath thruſt 
at him that he falls ; which is fome Times the Caſe 
in the Field of Battle, in which he is continually 
under Arms, for he is a Soldier enliſted under the 
King of Sion, Jeſus Chrift, and wears his Livery ; 
having no Confidence in the Fleſh ; but all his 
Truſt is in God. Therefore, God willing more 
abundantly to ſhew unto ſuch Heirs of Promiſe 
the Immutability of his Counſel, confirmed it by 
an Oath, that by two immutable Things (even by 
Word and Oath, pledged for the Security _ the 
8 2 | eirs 
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Heirs of Glory, we may be aſſured of renewed: 
Grace; nor ſhall we be ſuffered to continue barren 
or untruitrul ; the Scripture ſays,) “ In which it 
was impoſſible tor God to lie, we might have. 
ſtrong Conſolation, who have fled for Refuge 10. 
lay hold upon the Hope let before us; Which 
Hope we have as an Anchor to the Soul, both 
ſure and ſtedfaſt. and which entreth into chat with 
in the Vail,” Hes. vi. 14, 17, &c. Our Hope cen- 
ters in the Merits of the all-atoning Blood of 
Jeſus, who as an Advocate and High- Prieft is 
entered into Heaven, even-into the Preſence of God, 
pleading the Merits of his precious Blood for us, 
Heb. vill. 1. 2. And God is thereby juſt in being 
the Juſtificr of them that believe in Jeſus, Rom. 
Ii, 26. Becauſe God hath received double for all. 
their Sins, by the Merits. of the Death of his Son; 
*« . Speak ye comfortably (ſaith God) to Jerzſalem 
(the Church militant) and cry unto her, that her 
Warfare is accompliſhed, that her Iniquity 1 is par- 
doned, for ſhe hath received of the Lord's Hand 
double for all her Sins,“ J. xl. 2. The Church, 
(the whole Family of the Faithful) receives the 
Merits of Chriſt by Faith, which. Faith is the Gift 
of God, and then — — up thoſe. Merits to God, 
pleads tho. Atonement made. for her Sins, not 
mixed in the leaſt with her own good Works, in 
Foiut of Juſtification before God. (Chriſt is 'the 
Pearl of great Price, which we loſt in the Fall of 
Adam, and no one ſhould preſume to preach until 
he has found it; and then he would cry aloud, 
teaching with Authority, as Chriſt did, and not as 
the Scribes, Matt. vii. 29. Shewin the People 
that original Sin, as well as actual Tranſgreſſions 
will condemn them. He will be enabled alſo to 
declare in the moſt explicit Manner the divine Plan, 
che determinate Counſel of, God to ſave loſt Sinners 
2111 through 
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through the Death and Righteouſneſs of his Son.) 
We are. accounted righteous beiore God only for 
the Merits of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt 
by Faith, and not for our own Works or Deſerv- 
ings. Wherefore that, we are juſtified by Faith 
only is a moſt wholefome Doctrine, and very full 
of Samen as more largely is expreſs'd in the Ho- 
mily of Juſtification, and in Article XIth. Oh ſwrer 
Article! Sound and ſcriptural Tener of our Mo- 
ther Church; how few ot the Clergy do feed thy 
Sons with the ſincere Milk of thy precious Doctrine: 
How often do they mix the imaginary Meetneſs of 
Man with the Merits of Chriſt, in Point of Accep- 
tance with God, and ſo rob hum of the Honour 
due to his Name. May all you that read the above 
ſacred Lines, the Touchſtone ot orthodox Teach<r 
ing, take due Care how you adulterate the unſpot- 
ted Righteouſneſs and Merits of Chriſt with a baſe 
Mixture ot your own (imperfect, deceitful, ragged} 
Righteouſneſs. For God will not giwe lis Glory 
to another, neither his Praiſe to graven e | 
(viz. Works performed by you) J. xlii. 8. Be- 
hold my Servant, ſaith God! as much as to lay, I. 
have given him for a Covenant to you my People, 
to fulfil my Law, and (thereby bring inan everlaſt- 
ing Righteouſneſs for you, Dan. 1x; 24.) alſo ta 
die in your ſtead, that you might live eternally; 
and my Soul delighteth in him for fo doing, I/. 


xlii. 1, 6 * Neither can there be Salvation in any, 


other Way; for there is no other Name given 
under Heaven among.Men, but the Name of Jcius 
Chriſt, whereby we muſt be ſaved,” Ad. iv. 14. 
Tho? too often ſet at nought by:you:. Builders, v. If. 
by mixing your own Doings, with his Merits, and 
thereby. daubing your Hope, Faith, and all your 
Building with uncempered Mortar. For you es 
D idolize your own good Works, inſtead of 
5 truſting 
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ttuſting wholly to his Righteouſneſs, imagining at 
leaſt that your good Endeavours will partly entitle 
vou to Salvation. All ſuch fond Hopes, ſuch 
Wood,, Hay and Stubble-Building, God, in his 
Anger, will conſume, and you with it, in the 
Midſt of all your vain Hopes, with the great Hail- 
ſtones of his Wrath and fiery Indignation, Ezek. 
Xlit. 13, 14 God would have you know that 
Chriſt only is THE LORD OUR RIGHTE- 
OUSNESS, Fer. xxiii. 6. Behold ! all ye that 
Kindle a Fire, that compaſs yourſelves about with 
Sparks, (that foſter yourſelves with falſe, perſecut- 
ing Zeal) God bids you walk in the Light of your 
Eire, and in the Sparks which you have kindled, 
(feed yourſelves with the Hope of being ſaved by 
ompaus. Ceremonies) this ſhall ye have at my 
Hands, ye ſhall lie down (not in Peace, but) in 
Sorrow, Iſa. l. 11. Therefore look unto me 
all the Ends of the Earth, (faith Chriſt) and be 
faved,” Ja. xlv. 22. Oh! how does Jeſus Chriſt 


love to hear poor Sinners plead in Faith the Merits 
of his Sufferings at the Throne of Grace : and how 
acceptable are their Perſons and Performances in 
Ehriſt, in whom the Father is for ever well pleaſed. 
When his Merits are pleaded before the Throne in 
Faith, Chriſt, who is the Angel of the Covenant, 
putteth much incenſe into the Prayers of ſuch * 
plicants; and offers them up acceptably upon the 
golden Altar (of his perſonal Merit and Holineſs) 
which is before the Throne, Rev. viii. 3, The 
Apoſtle ſait, We have an Altar (a Type of 
_ Chriſt: on the Croſs) whereof Unbelievers have no 


Rigth to eat, Heb. xiii. 10. Our glorious Redeem- 
er condeſcended to be a Prieft, Altar, and Sacri- 
fice for the Benefit of the Faithful : unto whom the 
Lord will reveal his Secrets, and ſhew them his Co- 
yenant, P/al. xxv. 14.) Oh! may THE 895 


2 — we 4 


. ³˙· #5. ̃ e hg 


) 
4 


E 
OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS, and great High- prieſt, 
cauſe the Smoak of his Incenſe, perfumed with the 
Odours of his Merits, to enliven our lukewarm 
Prayers; and through the Efficacy of his atoning 
Blood, may we find Reception with God: And 
may he take the golden Cenſer, and fill it full of 
the holy Fire from the Altar of God, and pour it 
down into our earthly Hearts; that we may become 
the Sons of Thunder to awaken the Dead, and 
ſhining Lights to direct thoſe that are blind: and 
may we likewiſe be Inſtruments in the Lord's Hands 
to turn many from Darkneſs to Light, and from 
the Power of Satan unto God: that they may be 
inlightened to ſee the Miſery of Man by Nature, 
and the Neceſſity of being born again, (notwith- 
withſtanding his ſpecious Morality) “ that Man 
is from the Crown of his Head to the Sole of his 
Foot, full of Wounds, Bruiſes, and putrifying 
Sores; that never have been cloled, neither bound 
up, nor mollified with Ointment,” in ſhort, ex- 
treamly miſerable, deſtitute of all Good, J. i. 6. 
O may Thouſands among us be inlightened to ſee 
themſelves all over ſpread with the Leproſy of Sin, 
and ſhut without the Camp, having not been cleanſed 
by the only Remedy, the Blood of the Lamb, Rev. 
i. 3. And conſequently have no ſpiritual Com- 
munion with Believers, who are ſanctified by Grace, 
having never received the Forgivneſs of their Sins, 
May they cry out like the poor broken-hearted 
Publican, Lord, be merciful to me a Sinner, Luke 
XViii. 13. When they ſee themſelves all over le- 
prous, they, like Naaman, will be glad to be heal- 
ed,, and would hearken to the weakeſt inſtrument 
under God for proper Advice, in order to be made 
whole, as that great Man attended to the Word; 
of the little captive Damſel of Fae! : and like 
him would obey the Voice of the Hebrew — 
19 24 ; W 
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who bid him repair to the . e in 1/ael. 
Would to God (fays ſhe) my Lord was with 
the Prophet that is in Samaria, tor he would reco- 
ver him of his Leproſy,” 2 Kings v. 3. But let 
them not conſult with Fleſh and Blood, Gal. i. 16. 
Nor with carnal Reaſon or-carthly Grandeur. Let 
them not go to the King of Iſrael with their Pre- 
ſents, ver. 3. nor to the great and Worldly- wiſe, 
for they will abhor meddling in ſuch Matters, like 
the King of Iſracl, who rent his Clothes, laying, An 
T a God to kill or make alve ? Here the King being 
unacquainted with the Power-of God, and the Effi- 
cacy of Faith, thought there was no ſuch Cure to 
be done in Jirael, ver. 7. But you ſee, God is 
pi fed to hide thoſe Myſteries from the Great, the 

fe and Prudent, worldly-minded Men, and re- 
veals them unto Babes, even ſo Father, (ſays Chriſt) 
for ſo it ſeemeth good in thy Sight, Matt. xi. 25,26. 
Would to God that all our riſing Generation, that 
are led captive by their Sins, might have the ſame 
experimental Belief of the Power of God in their 
Souls, as the little captive Daughter of rae! had. 
OF how ſweet would their Words be ſeaſoned with 
Salt, and conſequently miniſter Grace, as did the 
Words of this - believing Maid, unto their Hear- 


ers. But to return, what ſaid the Prophet to the 


aſtoniſhed King of I/rael? © Wherefore (ſaid he) 
haft thou rent thy Clothes? Let Naaman come 
now to me, and he ſhall know that there is a Pro- 
phet in rael. So Naaman came with his Horſes 
and Chariot, and ſtood at the Door of the Houſe 
of Eliſba, (and thought to have no ſmall Honour 
paid him, as proud wealthy Men expect in our 
Days) But Eliſba only ſent a Meſſenger unto him, 
4. Go, and waſh in Jordan ſeven Times, and 
thy Fleſh ſhall come again unto thee, and thou 
Malt be clean: But Naæman was wroth, and went 
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away diſpleaſed, ſaying, Behold! I thought, he 
would ſurely come out unto me, and ſtand, and 
call on the Name of the Lord his God, and itrike 
his Hand over the Place, and recoyer the Leper. 
Are not Abana and Pharpar, Rivers of Damatcus, 
better than all the Waters of Iiracl ? may I not 
waſh in them and be clean? So he went on his 
Journey in a Rage. But his Servants came 
near, and ſpake unto him, and ſaid, My Father, if 
the Propnet had bid thee do fome great Thing, 
wouldeſt thou not have done it? how much rather 
then, when he ſaith unto thee, W aſh, and be clean? 
Then went he down, and dipped himſelf ſeven 
Times in Jordan, accordi ng to the ſaying of the 
Man of God; and his Fleſh came again like the 
Fleſh of a little Child, and he was clean,” 2 2 Kings 
v. 8-14. Are there not too many proud Naamans 
among us, who will not come near the People of 
God, nor hearken to their Advice? when they 

might come to the Waters of Tſracl, to waſh and 
be clean; as ſome in this Town have already ex- 
perienced, and with Joy do daily declare it. Ho, 
every one that thirſteth, come to the Waters, and 
he that hath no Money (no Worthineſs) come ye, 
buy Wine and Ss without Money, and without 
Price,” Ja. Iv. 1. Oh! my dear Neighbours, 


there have been . many raging Naamans, turning 


their Backs upon the Word, and ſo rejecting the 
Countel of God, and will not come near religious 
Aſſemblies, and Chriſtian Societies; though God 
hath promiſed * whercſoever two or three are ga- 
thered together in his Name, that he will grant 
their Requeſt,” Matt. xviii. 20. Eſpecially when 
they offer unto God their Free-will  Offeringh of . 
Thanks and Praiſes, when others are idle Loiterers 
about the Streets, or what is worſe, Curſing, Swear- 
ing and Tippling in Ale-houſcs, betore and after 
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Divine Service, (If I may ſo call it) though too 
little of the Power of Divinity is often there, as 
we may ſee by the Effect in Gulingham: and no 
Wonder, when the Watchman, inſtead of endea- 
vouring to convert Sinners from the Error of their 
Ways, ſtudies to ridicule the Godly, and teach their 
Auditors to do the fame, by ſtigmatizing them 
with the opprobrious Name of Eutbuſi ſts or Me- 
thodiſts, which is the cant Name given to all con- 
verted Souls, that begin to walk religiouſly in the 
Fear of God. It is horrible to tell, and torrowtul 
to ſce, in a Proteſtant Country, he that dares to 
own Chriſt openly, is by ſome Jew- hearted, Pope- 
headed Miniſters juuged fit to be caſt out of the 
Synagogue, Jobn Xx11. 34. But Believers do know 
thoie fort ot Minifters are Lovers oi Pleaſure more 
than Lovers of God, 2 Tem. iii. 4. Having only 
the Form of Godlineis, but deny the P-wer, (hav- 
ing never teit it) trom ſuch liteleſs, er ronious 
Teachers we ought to turn away our Ear, 2 Tim. 
nt. 5. Thoſe letter-learned, proud-boaſting, goat- 
feeding Teachers do by iidiculing the Godly, to- 
gether with their worldly Converlation mixed with 
Scoffing (with Griet 1 ſpeak it) confirm proud 
Naamans in their Ignorance and Blinaneſs, which 
Will prove a Curſe to them at laſt, for Curfed is 
he that maketh the Blind to wander out of the Way? 
Deut. xxvii. 18. It was faia of the Phariſees, they 
neither go in to the Kingdom ot Heaven them- 
ſelves, nor ſuffer them that are entring to go m, 
Matt xxili. 13. which is truly the very Caſe un 
our Days. And therefore proud Naamans do con- 
tinue in Rage to cry out ſaying, Are not the 
Doctrines 03 our Churches better: than the Doc- 
trines of the Methodiſts? may we not go there, 
' waſh and be clean? But, Query, Where does God 
bettow his Bleſſings? My dear. Neighbours, 1 
: | declare 


„ 
declare before God that I pay a great Reſpect to 
the fundamental Dectrints ot the Church ut EAR“ 
land, as by Law eſtabliſhed, perhaps beyond mult 
ot you, tor .n the Doctrine contained in the Seven- 
teenth Article of the Church or England, which is 
the Bulwark and Defence ot the Church, I place 
my whole Conlulation. The Doctrines of the 
Church of England are like an Apothecary's Shop, 
having all Sort ot Ingredients for ſalutary Ends, fit 
for Exhortation, Reproot, and Aumeunition, Cut- 
ting and healing, killing and curing. But if an 
unikiltul, unexperienced Fhyſician, injudictouſly 
auminiſters thoſe Ingredients, the Patient might be 
killed inſtead of cured : © For a natural Man 
diſcerneth not, nor recciveth the Things of the 
Spirit of God (though learned in the Letter) tor 
they are fooliſhneſs unco him, neither can he know 
them, becauſe they are ſpiritually diſcerned. But 
he that 1s ſpiritual judgeth all T hings, even the 
deep Things of God; although he himſelf is judg- 
ed of no (unconverted) Man,” 1 Cor. 11. 14, 15. 
Therefore, an Unbeliever, that hath not been juſ- 
tified by Faith, and taſted the Sweets of Forgive- 
neſs of Sins, that pleads there is no ſuch Thing at- 
tainable in this Lite! ſuch, I ſay, can have no 
Fellowſhip with gracious Souls, no more than 
Darkneſs have with Light, 2 Cor. vi. 14, 15. And 
now thou proud Naaman, behold and hearken di- 
ligently, it the Doctrines of our Church, or the 
Waters of Jrael, God's Word, flow out, cleanſe 
and ſanctiry a peculiar recuple to God, who by Vir- 
tue of the Power, Operation, and inward leach- 
ing of God's Spirit preach and pray extempore, he 
or they being ſkilled in the Word ot Righteovinels, 
will adviſe thee, as the Man of God did Naaman, 
to waſh ſeven Times in Jordan, compoſed of the 
ſeven (the manitold) Streams or Chriſt's Blood, 
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which flowed out for thy Recovery: for as Chriſt 
ſhed his precious Blend ſeven Times, or trom ſeven 
different Parts of his holy Body for Man's Salva- 
tion, viz. by Circumciſion, Scourging, Crowning 
w:th Thorns, the Spear in his Side, Nails in his 
two Hands, and the Nail in his. Feet; and each 


Stream being myſterious and meritorious, being 


the Blood or Immanuel, and the, indenting and 
ſealing Blood of the Covenant, it becometh us to 


think and ſpeak reſpectſully thereof; and as Chriſt | 


commanded his Diſciples to gather up the Frag- 
ments of natural Bread, that nothing might be 
loſt, Fehn vi. 12. Doubtleſs we ought to have an 
Eye to all the Sufferings of Chriſt, which is the 
Souls Bread of Life; and with great Humility and 
Thankfulneſs waſh ſeven Times, that is, frequently 
and effectually, in this bleſſed Jordan, that we may 
be clean: For the Blood of Jeſus Chriſt clean- 
feth the penitent Sinner from all Sin, 1 Job i. 7. 
Thus, we ſee (bleſſed be God) Unbelievers be- 
come Beltevers, and being made Prieſts and Kings 
unto God, Rev. i. 6. can by Faith carry Chriſt, 
the Ark of the Covenant, Ja. Ixii. 6. ſeven Times, 
Sc. round the Walls of Fericho (viz. the Devil's 
Kingdom) and blow through weak Rams Horns in 
mighty Prayer and Supplicarion, *till the Walls of 
Jericho (or Satan's ſtrong Holds) fall down, Foſhua 
vi. 20. and 2 Cor. x. 4. But if God's Word, or 
the Waters of Jrael, or Doctrines of the Church of 
England are not made Uſe of in Iſrael's ground, but 
carried into a ſtrange Land, and uſed by one whoſe 
Heart and Nature was never changed, who never 
prevailed with God in mighty Prayer, (as Jacob 
did when he obtained his new Name J/rael, and 
received Power from God, Gen. xxxli. 28.) Neither 
knows the Joys of the new birth, nor can ſay, 7 
remember the Love of my Eſpouſals, Can. iii. 2. Jer. 

11, 2. 
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zi. 2. Being never married to Chriſt, that he might 
bring forth Fruit unto God, Rom. vii. 4 And 
was never ſent, nor effectualiy called by the Lord 
to work in his Vineyard, Matt. xx. 1. But ran 
tor the ſake of filthy Lucre, 1 Peter v. 2. although 
God never ſent him, Fer. xxiii. 21, I ſay, if this 
is the Caſe, {which 1s too often, the more the Pity) 
then thou mighteſt dip or waſh here, but thou wilt 
never be likely under tuch a lind Guide, to find the 
Conſolation of Iſrael, neither will thy Leproſy de- 
part from thee, unleis the Almighty in a miraculous 
Manner turns Preacher to thy Soul, ſo long as thou 
liveſt. There;ore I cxhort thee to prove all Things, 
and hold jaſt that which is gocd, 111 hel. v. 21. For 
the Dectrines ot the Church of England are oiten 
preached better out of the Church Walls by faith- 
tul Laymen, than within the Walls by unenlighten- 
ed Clergy, who are Lovers of Pleaſure more than 
Lovers of God, 2 Tim. iii. 4 Therefore thou muit 
come among God's Iſrael, who have obtained the 
Bleſſing, Gen. xxxii. 29: Who are Iſraelites indeed, 
in whom there is no allowed Sin, John i. 47. For 
he that keeps Company with wiſe Men, ſhall be 
wiſe; but the Companion of Fools ſhall be deſtroy- 
ed,” Prov. x1ii. 20. But God's 1{-ael ſhall be ſaved 
with an everlaſting Salvation, I/. xIv. 17. Such 
who are ſpoken ot by Chriſt, v.“ To him that 
overcometh will I give to eat of the hidden Man- 
na, and will give Him a white Stone, and in the 
Stone a new Name written, which no Man know- 
eth, ſaving he that receiveth it, Rev. ii. 1 Ty 
are included in that © great Multitude which no 
Man could number, who had waſhed their Robes, 
2nd made them white in the Blood of the Lamb, 
having come out of great Tribulation,” great 
Hatred of the World, &c. and why ſhould 1 and 
my Fellow. pilgrims expect otherwite than to ſuffer 

Reproach, 
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Reproach, while we follow the Lamb here below, 
Rev. vii. 14. It is enough if we bear that ho- 
nourable Appellation, vz. Holy. Brethren, Par- 
takers of the heavenly Calling, Fcliow citizens of 
Heaven, and Joint heirs with Chrilt,” Rom. viii. 17. 

And we Gelire to continue with one Conſent to di- 
rect all Lepers to the cleanſing Stieams. Come 
away then my Fellow linners, and beioved Neigh- 
bours, to the balmy River of this ſpiritual Fordan, 
which runs through the Land of [jrae/ : (Believers 
Hearts) And this balmy Bloçd ot Chriſt, the 
Fountain of Happineſs, ſhall alſo waſh away your 
Leproſy, as I truſt thro' Mercy it hath waſhed away 
mine for ever. This is the Fountain, even the 
Blood of Jeſus, that was opened for the Houſe of 
$ſxael, for all Believers to waſh and be clean, Zech. 
Xllt. 1. In the Day when God ſmote him tor our 
Sins on the Croſs; according as it was fore- ſpoken 
by the Prophet, 40 Awake, O Sword, againſt my 
Shepherd, and againſt the Man that is my Fellow, 

faith the Lord ot Hoſts, ſmite the Shepherd, and 
the Sheep ſhall be ſcattered,” ver. 7. (where ob- 
ferve the Sheep are ſometimes ſcattered): God for 
wite Ends hides his Face, for a Seaſon, from his 
own dear (Blood-bought) People, to ſhew them 
their Weakneſs, that they might not think of them- 
ſelves more highly than they ought to think, Row. 

Fit. 3. And in order to make them meet to receive 
more Grace: For he that humbleth himſelf, or 
is humbled under the mighty Hand of God, ſhall 
m due Time be exalted,” Luke xiv. 11. God by 
this Means emptied the Diſciples of Selt-ſufficiency 
and fpiritual Pride: tor they ail in a cowardly 
manner forſook him and ſhametully fled, Mark xiv. 

50. leaving their Lord and Maſter, the Captain 
ot their Salvation in the Field ot Battle by himſelf, 

to combat wich all his Enemies, who ſcourged him 
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(by God's Appointment, for as he gave himſelf a 
Sacrifice for Sin, God laid upon him all the Iniqui- 
ty of his Bride) and they clothed him with Purple 
(which our Sins had dyed) and platted a Crown 


of Thorns, which our Sins had occaſioned, and 


put it on his Head : which Crown of Thorns, of 
Sorrow and Pain, the juit Deſert of our Sins, he 
bore for us. He wore our purple Robe of Diſ- 
obedience, that we might wear his white unſpotted 
Robe of Innocency : He wore our ſhameful thorny 


Crown ot Sin, that we might be entitled to a glo- 


rious Crown of Righteouſneſs, 2 Tim. iv. 8. They 
ſmote Chriſt on the Head, and ſpat in his Face, 
which Blows ſtill bruiſe the Serpent's Head, and 
when Chriſt appears in Glory, that Reproach and 
Spitting will cover his Enemies with Shame to all 
Eternity. By that Spittle alſo which was a Shame 


that Chriſt ſhould receive, the Church's Eyes (his 


Bride's) like the blind Man's, are anointed, and 
opened to fee clearly that by her Huſband's Stripes 
ſhe is healed of all the Bruiſes ot Sin. They mock- 
ed him too before Men, by: the Inſtigation of the 
Devil, and ſet him at nought, that we might with- 
out Shame appear with Boldneſs betore God. 
1 hen they led him without the Gates of. the City 
of the old Jeruſalem, and lifted him up before an 
Aſſembly ot wicked Men, in that Hour and Power 
ot Darkneſs where the grand Adverſary the Devil 
was Preſident, and murder'd him there: but they 
could have no Power againſt him, had it not been 
given from above: theretore the Bride reaps the 
Benefit, knowing that the Juſt died for the Unjuſt, 
and ſhe ſhall appear with Joy in the general Aſ- 
ſembly and Church of the Firſt-born, and ſhall 
lit up her Head comfortably before God the Judge 
ot all, in the holy City, within the Gates of the 
new eruſalem above for ever. Thus the ſlaughter'd 
| Lamb 
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Lamb died in our ſtead, a ſhameful Death, that we 
might live a glorious Life eternal, Mari xv. 15, 
17, 19, 20, 21. Matt. xxvi. 67. J/ a. Ini. 5. Come 
hither my fellow Sinners, and let us behold our 
ſuffering Redeemer bleeding to Death on the Croſs 
for our Sins, to quench the Wrath of an angry 
God. And hear Divine Juitice conſequently pro- 
claim, My Wreath is appeaſed. View this glorious 
Chritt that came to deliver his Church out ot their 
temporal and fpir'tual Diſtreiſes : Behold him in 
his Power as well as in his Goodneſs, and hear the 
grand enquiry, © Who is this that cometh from 
Eden, with died Garmenis from Bezra? This Per- 
{on that is fo glorious in his Apparel, travelling in 
the Greatneſs of his Strength? Tig I, ſaith Chriſt, 
that ſpeak in Righteouſneſs, mighty to fave, even 
to fave loſt Souls. Alas! whcrefore art thou red 
in thine Apparel, and thy Garments like him that 
treadeth in the Wine-fat ? and thy Veſture dipt in 
Blood? I have troden the Wine Preis (of God's 
Wrath) alone, and of the People (even of the 
Diſciples) there was none with me;” tor they all 
forſook me and fled And I will tread down the 
Works ot the Devil, which is in the Hearts of my 
People in mine Anger, and crample them in my 

Fury, and their Blood ſhall ſtain all my Raiment; 
If Chriſt bled literally, they thall bleed myſtically: 
Chriſt's Death was a Death unto Sin, and a new 
Birth unto Righteouſneſs; ſo that Chriſt's Day ot 
Vengeance is the Day of the Church's Peace; and 
his Blood- ſtaining is her Blood-cleanſing Day. The 
Day of Vengeance, ſaith he, is in my Heart, (and 
tras been from Eternity) and row the Year of my 
Redeemed is come, the gtoricus Day of Deliverance 
to Iſrael out of Captivity, and eſpecially to deliver 
the Chriſtian Church from the Slavery of the Devil 

and Sin. And I locked, and there was none to 
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help; and I wondered that there was none to up- 
hoid (or aſſiſt me a little) therefore my own Arm 
brought forth Salvation” (for my Bride) and my 
Fury againſt Sin upheld me in proſecuting this 
glorious Victory. And I will always tread down 
the Spirit of Oppoſition in the ungodly People, in 
mine Anger (who would not that I ſhould reign 
over them) and make them drunk with their own 
Folly in my Fury, and 1 will bring down their 
Strength to the Earth, when 1 ariſe. from the 
Dead, Ja, Kii , Ke. Rer. XX 13. KIERS: 
Here Chriſt is a Man of War, as is repreſented allo 
by his caſting Pharaoh's Chariots and his Hoſt into 
the Sea, Exod. xv. 3, 4. And all impenitent Sin- 
ners ſhall be drowned in the Sea of Hell Fire. 
Here we might view the fierce Wrath of an offended 
God, and his burning Anger againſt Sin, when 
nothing but the Death of his dear and well-beloved 
Son, in whom his Soul always delighted could 
expiate and make an Atonement for the ſame. No 
doubt but his fiery Indignation will devour his Ad- 
verſaries, i. e. all impenitent Sinners, For our Gο 
is a conſuming Fire, Heb. xii. 29. O Lord my God, 
if thy Sword of ttern Juftice, did execute this 
bloody Act on thy dear Child, a green Tree, which 
always budded, bloſſom'd and brought forth plea- 
fant Fruit, What ſhall be done to the dry (Bone) 
Tree? Luke xxiii. 31. Unleſs rooted in Chriſt, 
the Anſwer is plain, viz. That without an Intereſt 
in thy meritorious redeeming Blood, and clothed 
with, the Wedding Garment of thy Righteouſneſs, 
the Soul muſt periſh in the ſecond Death. But 
bleſſed be God who hath redeemed his Church by 
that Chriſt who prayed, not only for his faint- 
hearted Diſciples, (who forſook him in the Hour 
of Danger) but tor as many, as ſhould believe in 
him through their Word. Jobn xvli. 20. And a- 
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mong thoſe laſt mentioned was comprehended, I 
truſt, unworthy me, thro' glorious Grace) weak 
as I am, and prone to turn my Back in the Day of 
Battle. But God has promiſed “ that all Things 
ſhall work together tor good unto them that love 
God, even to them who are the Called according 
to his Purpoſe,” Rem. viii. 28. For by that T1- 
midity and Inconftancy of theirs, God humbled 
the raw Warriors, his Diſciples, to the Duſt, and 
prepared. them againſt the Day ot Pentecoſt, when 
they received Power trum Heaven, which their 
Captain gain'd for them when by Death he con- 
quered him that had the Power of Death, even 
the Devil: and it came like a ruſhing, mighty, 
breathing Wind, and filled their Souls with God! 
AR. ii. 1, 2, 4. And trom thenceforth they became 
great and ſucceſsful Warriors, like their heavenly 

aſter. And the ſame Peter who was baffled by a 
Damſel when he denied his Lord, Luke xxit. 55,56. 
being now filled with the Holy Ghoſt, not only 
reſtored a lame Beggar to leap and praiſe God, but 
boldly contefſed Chriſt before the grand Sanhedrim 
at Feruſalem, and told them as follows; Ye 
Rulers of the People, and Elders of Iſrael, be it 
known unto you all, that by the Name of Jeſus 
Chriſt of Nazareth, whom ye crucified, whom God 
raiſed from the dead, even by him doth this Man 
ſtand here before you whole. This is the Stone 
which was fer at nought by you Builders, which is 
become the Head of the Corner : neither is there 
Salvation in any other; for there is none other 
Name under Heaven given among Men where- 
by we muſt be ſaved,” A. iii. 2, 7, 8. Alſo ſee 
Ack. iv. 8, 10, 11, 12. Fear not therefore you 
weak Believers the Faithfulneſs of your well con- 
triving Father, for they whom he loveth he chaſten- 
eth; be exerciſeth you every Day, and makes a 
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firſt little Warriors, he teeds you firſt with Milk, 
and atter that with ſtrong Meat, 1 Cor. iii. 2. 
And when you have paſt your Day of Pentecoit, 
i. e. when you are ſealed with the Holy Spirit of 
Promiſe, unto the Day of Redemption, which 1 
believe the Heirs of Glory have ſooner or latter a 
ſealing Day betore they die, Epb. iv. 30. I hen 
you ſhall become in a Meaſure like your Captain, 
Chriſt, viz. expert in War, every Man with his 
Sword (of the Holy Spirit) on his Thigh, and in 
his Heart, becauſe of the Fear in the Night, or 
falling into Sin, Cant. iii. 8. For ſome Times God 
permits the Devil to fitt the Church for wiſe Ends, 
to bring about ſome gracious Purpoſes, and to 
ſhew the Church her Weakneſs without Chriſt ; 
and this 1s called Satan's Hour, and the Power of 
Darkneſs, Luke xxii. 53. But foraſmuch as ſhe 
hath waited for Chriſt her Salvation, altho' a Troop 
frem the wicked One might ſeem to overcome her, 
yet, like Gad, ſhe ſhall overcome at the laſt, Gen. 
xlix. 18, 19. God will remember them that fear 
and think on his Name: the Sun of Righteouſneſs 
ſhall ariſe on their Souls, with healing in his Wings, 
and they ſhall grow up in Grace, as a fatted Calf 
ot the Stall : and by Faith ſhall be able to tread 
down the wicked One and his Troops, like Aſhes, 
under the Soles of their Feet, Mal. iv. 2, 3 And 
ſhe being clothed in Chriſt's Armour, might well 
appear like the Morning Star, “ fair as the Moon, 
clear as the Sun, and terrible as an Army with 
Banners,” Cant. vi. 10. Now when the Enemy 
comes into the Field of Battle, i. e. attacks the 
Soul by a ſtrong Torrent or Flood of Temptations, 
the Spirit of the Lord litteth up a Standard a- 
gainſt him,“ Je. lix. 19. But © woe to him that 
is alone (viz. without Chriſt) for when he falls, 
there is none to help him,” Eccleſ. iv. 10. By the 
H 2 dread- 
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dreadful Downfal of him that is alone, Chriſt's Bride 
may diſcern her unparallelled Happineſs by being 
wedded to Chriſt, 2 Cor. xi. 2. She 1s now ſo near a 
Kin to God the Father as to be ſtyled by the Holy 
Ghoſt The King's Daughter, who is all glorious with- 
in, becauſe Chriſt dwells in her Heart, the Hope of 
Glory, and her Clothing 1s of wroughr Gold, 
compleat Redemption, Fal. xlv. 13. he Holy 
Ghoſt ſtyleth it wrought Gold, on account of the 
ineſtimable Worth of it, for it was deſigned from 
Eternity, and actually begun by Chriſt her Huf— 
band the Moment he deſcended from Heaven, and 
became the holy Seed, which produced the holy 
Body that was born of the Virgin Mary; and altho' 
che 'was God, and wrought upon it every Day of 
his Life, yet it was not compleated unt il the Mo- 
ment he cryed out 17 ig finiſhed, and bowed: his Head, 
and gave up the Ghoſt, John xix. 30. And this.in- 
eſtimable Gold © wrought Robe of Righteouſneſs, 
Chriſt the Maker and Owner thereof gives on the 
Wedding-day unto the Bride, (every Soul whom 
he eſpoules) as appears by what follows: for faith 
he, I will betroth, 1. . marry thee to me for 
ever; yea, I will betroth thee unto me in Righte- 
ouſneſs, and in Judgment, and in Loving kindneſs, 
and in Mercies: and I will even betroth thee 
-unto me in Faithfulneſs, and thou ſhalt know 
the Lord,” -' Hof. ii. 19, 20. Now thou wilt fay, 
I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, my Soul ſhall 
be joyful in my God, for he hath clotlied me with 
the Garments of Salvation. he hath covered me 
with a Robe of Righteouſneſs as 'a Bridegroom 
.decketh himſelf with Ornaments, and as a Bride 
adorneth herſelf with her Jewels, Ja. Ixi. 10. 
As Chriſt the Bridegroom decketh himſelf with the 
ornamental Righteouſneſs of the Law, having tul- 
* it, and made it honourable, and then * 
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this ornamental Righteouſneſs to his Bride, Rem. iv. 
6, 11. ſo ſhe receives it by Faith, and is thereby juſtifi- 
ed before God; and thus ſhe adorneth herſelf with 


every ineſtimable Jewel, which God has annexed to 
his Inheritance, and promiſed to the Man who always 
keeps and never breaks his Law, which 1s every 
precious Promiſe of Reward which God has given 
in all the Scriptures to his Church, and includes 
more than can be expreſſed, even ſuch as Eye 


hath not ſeen, nor Ear heard, neither hath it enter- 
ed into the Heart of Man to conceive the Things 


God has prepared and laid up for his Son's Bride, 
who loveth him,” 1 Cor. ii. 9. And this will ap- 
pear to be abundantly confirmed when we conſider 
God's Love to her from Eternity: that. ſhe was 
cboſen in Chriſt before the Foundation of the World, 
that for the Purpoſe of Salvation the World ,was 
created, and the Means of Grace given, that ſhe 
ſhould be holy and without Blame before him in 
Love, Eph. i. 4. Having ſaved us, and called us 
with an holy Calling, not according to our own 
good Works, but according to his own. Purpoſe 
and Grace which was given us in Chriſt before the 
World began, 2 Tim. i. 9. Thus faith the Scrip- 
ture, ſpeaking in the prophetic Style, The Lord 
hath ee of old unto me (the Church) ſay- 
ing, I have loved thee with an everlaſting Love, 
(i. e. from everlaſting,) therefore with Loving- 
Kindneſs have I drawn thee.” Again, Iwill build 
thee, and thou ſhalt be built, O Virgin of rae] (O 
Bride of God) for thy Maker is thine Huſband, the 
Lord of Hoſts is his Name: thou ſhalt be adorned 
again with thy Tabrets, and ſhalt go forth in the 
Dances of them that make merty,” Fer. xxxi. 3, 4. 
La. liv. 5. viz. with thoſe who praiſe the Lord 
with joytul Lips, P/al. Ixiii. 5. And being adorn- 
ed with Chriſt's Righteouſneſs, thou ſhalt dance 
e with 
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with Joy in the Holy Ghoſt, like David before the 
Ark ot God, 2 dam. vi. 2, 14 And as David had 
Reaſon to 1<joice in having the Ark of God in 
Poſſeſſion, being a Type ot Chriſt, who is the 
Fountain of all Bleſſings ; it being the Ark ot the 
Covenant between God and his Church under the 
Law, wherein was kept the two Tables, containing 
the ten Commandments, the golden Pet with Man- 
na, and Aaros's Rod that budded, Heb. ix. 4. So 
the Believer hath Reaſon to rejoice in Chriſt, who 
is the true Ark ot the Covenant given by God to 
the People (his Church) Ja. xlii. 6. under the 
Goſpel, who kept entire in himſelf the ten Com- 
mandments, in the Believer's (his Bride's) behalf, 
without breaking one Jot or Title of them. And 
in him is the true golden Pot of hidden Manna, 
viz. his loving Heart, his Favour, better than Lite 
itſelf; which he giveth to him that overcometh; 
and all the Branches ot the Root of Jeſſe, the Off- 
ſpring of David, when kept ſafe in Chriſt, the 
true Ark, bud and bloſſom like Aaron's Rod : for 
he that abideth in me, faith Chriſt, the ſame bear- 
eth much Fruit. But until this glorious Root and 
Offspring of David, this bright and Morning Star 
ariſe in our Hearts, we continue dead and fruitleſs, 
and can do nothing, Jobn xv. 3. But bleſſed be 
God who deſigned him from Eternity, to be the 
Day-ſtar and the Sun of Righteouſneſs, to ariſe and 
give Light within the Heart of every one of his 
that cometh into the World, namely, the new 
World of Grace; and when he ariſeth in the Soul, 
there is Healing in his Wings, Mal. iv. 2. God 
from Eternity, for the Bride's ſake, decreed the 
Death of his Son, to ranſom her trom the Power 
of Sin, the Sting of Death and the Bands of the 
Devil: for he was the Lamb flain from the Foun- 
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Covenant made between God and Chriſt before Sa- 


tan made War in Heaven, or rebelled againſt God, 
Rev. xii. 7. © The Lord poſſeſſed me, ( faith 

Chriſt) in the Beginning of his Way, betore his 

Works of old. I was ſet up from Everlaſting, from 

the Beginning or ever the Earth was W hen he 

prepared the Heavens, I was there: rejoicing al- 

ways betore him: rejoicing in the habitable Part 

of his Earth, and my Delights were with the Sons 

of Men,” Prov. vil. 22, 23, 27, 30, 31. Thus we 

find Chriſt had undertook to be the Surety of his 

Bride, before the Earth or Heavens were made, 

and delighted himſelt with the Thoughts of being 
by and by, in the Fulneſs ot Time with the Sons 
of Men, not yet created: conſequently we hear 
of the Formation of the World, ot Man's Creation, 
of his Fall, and the Promiſe of Chriſt, the Seed of 
the Woman, that ſhould bruiſe the Serpent's Head, 
Gen. iii. 15. And we find that God was pleaſed in 
his great Mercy to promiſe Chriſt to Adam the 
Evening of the ſame Day wherein he tell. For 
God came to our Parents aiter the Fall, in the 
Cool of the Day, to convince them of their Error, 
which is often his Way of dealing with his People : 
he does not always convince or reprove immediately 
after the Committing of Sin, as we may obſerve 
with Regard to David's Sin, reprehended by Na- 
than, 2 Sam. xii. 13, And aiter God's gracious 
Promiſe to Adam, all the Ordinances given by God 
for the Edification ot the Church under the Maſaicł 
Diſpenſation, were Types of Chriſt, and Shadows 
oi heavenly Things to come; and not the very I- 
mage of the Things (or Sacrifice ot Chriſt) Heb. 
x. 1. for the Law made nothing perfect, but was 
calculated to typity a better Covenant, Heb. vii. 19. 
Therefore when Chriſt, who was given tor a Co- 
venant to the People, cometh into the World, he 
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ſaith, © Sacrifice and Offering thou wouldeſt not, 
but a Body haſt thou prepared me. In Burnt- 
offerings and Sacrifices for Sin thou haſt no Plea- 
ſure. Then ſaid I, Lo! i come, (in the Volume 
of the Book it is written of me) to do: thy Will, 
O God,” Heb. x. 5, 6, 7. Now God takes away 
the Shadow to eſtabliſh (Chriſt) the Subſtance; 
and when he had done the Will of God in fulfilling 
the Law, by his active Obedience in the Church's 
ſtead; then it being the determinate Counſel of 
God that he ſhould die for the Sins of his Bride : 
divine Juſtice proclaims, © Awake, O Sword, a- 
gainſt my Shepherd, and againſt the Man that 1s 
my Fellow, faith the Lord of Hoſts, ſmite the 
Shepherd, and the Sheep ſhall be ſcattered,” Zecb. 
X11. 7. All which was performed when Chriſt was 
crucified. His Diſciples fled, and he was arraigned 
and condemned to the Croſs : then one of the Sol- 
diers with his Spear pierced his Side, and forthwith 
came thereout Blood and Water, John xix. 34, 35: 
Now the Fountain was opened according to the 
Promiſe, In that Day there, ſhall be a Fountain 
opened to the Houſe of David, and to the Inhabi- 
tants of Jeruſalem, viz. the Church militant, for 
Sin and for uncleanneſs,” Zech. xiii. 1. It ſhall be 
opened in the Side of the Man that is my Fellow, 
faith God, the Man that hath ſtruck Hands, or 
entered Surety, I'll ſmite him, the Shepherd, for 
the Sins of the Sheep, and I'Il open a Fountain to 
waſh them clean: thus, died Chriſt, to juſtify and 
ſanctify his Bride. For the Blood of Jeſus Chriſt 
(and his only by Faith) cleanſeth from all Sin,“ 
1 Jabn i. 7. Known unto God are all his Works 
from the Foundation,” As xv. 18. And Chriſt 
*© ſaw of the Travel of his Soul, and was ſatisfied,” 
Iſa. li. 11. wiz. ſatisfied to lay down his Lite, 
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into his Fold, and live for ever! My Sheep ſhal 
: hear my Voice, (faith Chriſt) and they follow me, 
and I give unto them eternal Life, and they ſhall 
never periſh,” Jobn x. 28. Again, he faith, * ſure- 
> ly they are my People, Children that will not de- 
| light in Lying nor Slandering : ſv he was their Sa- 
; viour. In all their Afflictions he was afflicted, and 
S the Angel of God's Preſence (which was Chriſt) 
0 ſaved them: in his Love and in his Pity he re- 
deemed them ; and he bare them, and carried them 
(in his Heart) all the Days of old. And did lead 
Y his Church through the Deep (the Red Sea) as on 
dry Ground, to make himſelf a glorions Name,” 
Iſa, Ixiii. 8, 9, 13, 14. And he drowned all their 
Enemies, the Egyptians, who maliciouſly follewed 
them, there was not ſo much as one of them left; 
0 but all Trae] on firm Ground, ſhouting the trium- 
phant Song, Exod. xiv. 28. FIR 


GRA NT us, O Lord, an humble Heart, to dip in 
" the cleanſing Rivers of ſpiritual Jordan, viz. in 
the precious Blood of a ſuffering Emmanuel. And as 
Simeon ſaw bis Salvation ſure, having Chriſt in his 
Heart, as well as in bis Arms. May all Believers, 
being made Prieſts unto God, take up Chriſt, the Ark 
of the new Covenant under the Goſpel, aud through the 
Merits of the ſeven Streams of bis precious Blood, walk 
round ſpiritual Jericho by Faith, until. Satan's ftrong 
Holds within us fall down. . EE 


11 


os 


SE CT. IV. 


God's peculiar Care of his Church, and his fiery 
Indignation on her Enemies. The Church 
ardently wiſhes to live to God s Glory. 
| UR bleſſed Redeemer having reſcued his 
Church out ot 'the Hands of her temporal 
Enemies, and drowned the Egyptians in the Red 
Sea, 1s certainly a glorious Type 'of the. ſpiritual 
Deliverance of the Church, by the Blood of Chriſt, 
to be ſeen by the Eye of Faith in all Believers, 
who are come trom the Egyptian Bondage of Sin, and 
have travelled through the Wilderneſs, and Horror 
ot Conviction ; apprehenſive they could not eſca 
for their Lite by the Way of the ten Command- 
ments, high as Baal-zephon*'s Mount, Sc. and 
broad as the Sea, and the Terrors of Hell behind, 
when they ſaw the Lord their Salvation a preſent 
Help in Time of Trouble. In ſuch Streights was 
the Church, or God's \[/rae! of old, they ſaw they 
could not paſs over the Red Sea, and if they went 
back, there were all their Enemies, Sword in Hand 
ready to lay them; ſo that they were ſore afraid: 
Thus it is with a Sinner who has ſeen the Law fo 
excceding broad, curling every one that continueth 
not in all Things written in the Book of the Law 
to do them, Gal. iii. 10. and if he goes back to 
his Sins, then he falls into the Hands of the Devil, 
and all his ſpiritual Enemies, who war againſt the 
Soul as with Swords and Spears : eſpecially he be- 
comes the Object of all the Curſes of God, de- 
nounced upon Mount Ebal, which make him 4 
23 | afraid, 
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afraid, Deut. xxvii. 4. Thus is the repenting Sin- 


ner. in the utmoſt Diſtreſs, when he has been fo 
long under that ſevere School- maſter (the Law) 
that he abſolutely: deſpairs of the Benefit of Salva- 
tion by his utmoſt Obedience thereunto. .. ** For 
whoſoever ſhall keep the whole Law, and yet of- 
tend in one Point, he is guilty of all,” James ii. 10. 
Therefore by the Deeds of the Law, there ſhall 


no Fleſh be juſtified,” Rom. iii. 20. For the 


Law: made nothing perfect,“ Heb. vii. 19. but ob- 
liged us to look for a better Covenant, which we 
have in Chriſt, the only Mediator, Hes. viii. 6. 
Therefore is the doubting, Sinner continually flying 
forward and backward in his Imaginations, like 
Neab's Dove over the troubled Waters of God's 
Diſpleature, and can find no Reſt for the Sole of 
his Foot, until he comes to Chriſt, the true Goſpel- 
Ark, Gen. viii. 9. Until then, I ſay, he feels the 
Pangs of the New. birth, and wanteth Strength to 
bring forth, Ja. lxvi. 9. He is in Sorrow as a 
Woman in Travail, John xvi” 21. and like fink- 
ing Peter cries out, Lord] ſave, or I periſb, Matth. 
xiv. 30. Thus we may obſerve, when Iſrael cried 
unto; the Lord in their Diſtreſs, Maſes bid them 
ſtand ſtill, and ſee the Salvation of God: The 
Egyptians, ſaid he, whom you have ſeen to-day, 
you ſhall ſee them no more tor ever. The Lord 
ſhall fight for you, and ye ſhall hold your Peace. 
Then Moſes made Interceſſion with God (doubtleſs 
with Groanings which could not be uttered, Rom. viii. 
26.) And the Lord ſaid unto Moſes, Wheretore crieſt 
thou unto me? Speak. unto the Children of 1/rael 
that they go forward. But lift thou up thy Rod, 
and ſtretch out thine Hand over the Sea, and divide 
it: and the Children of Jrael ſhall go on dry 
Ground through the midſt of the Sea. (For Man's 
Extremity. is „ ) And they _ 
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all ſafely led through the Red. Sea, (and that too 
in Faith, by which they became all baptized, as 
Saint Paul ſalth, 1 Cor. x. 2.) when they ſaw the 
Salvation of Gcd, (viz. their great Deliverance). 
And the Waters were a Wall unto them on the 
right Hand and on the left. And the Zgyprians 
purſued, and went in aiter them into the midſt of 
the Sea. And the Waters returned, and covered 
all the Hoſt of Pbaraob, that were in Purſuit after 
them, there remained not ſo much as one of: them, 
(as noted already). And Jſrael ſaw the Egyptian, 
dead upon the Sca-ſhore. - And [rae ſaw the great 
Work which the Lord did upon the Egyprrians; and 
the People feared the Lord, and believed the Lord, 
and his Servant Moſes, Exod. xiv. 10, 13, 14, 13, 
16, 22, 23, 28. So when the Soul, conſcious of 
Guilt, is apprehenſive of falling a Prey to that 
trightful Enemy, the great red Dragon, more ter- 
rible than Pharaob and his Hoſt, following him 
with all the. Curſes of God's Law, which appear as 
ſo many glittering Weapons formed for his De- 
ſtruction: then the Cry is, I am undone, I bave de- 
Areyed my poor Soul for eber! (For when Sin revi- 
veth the Sinner dieth, Rom. vii.g. For having made 
God his Enemy, by the firſt Revolt in Adam, and 
his own actual Sinning, he finds God's wrathful 
Diſpleaſure and fiery Indignation burning within 
him, whereby Sin appears exceeding fintul. And 
the trembling Sinner convinced of the abſolute want 
of a Saviour, will eſteem Chriſt exceeding precious, 
and in his Extremity will cry mightily to God; and 
he who heareth the Prayer of the Poor will attend 
to their Voice. And Jeſus our great Deliverer, 
who always attentive to the good of his Church, 

and zealous for his Father's Glory, in the Days ot 
his Fleſh groaned in Spirit, Jobn xi. 33. to his 
Father in Heaven, and with his Voice called dead 

„% . Lazarus 
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Lazarus from the Grave, and dry'd the Mourners 


Tears. He, I ſay, will compaſſionate the mourni 

Sinner, and bid him © fear not, but ſtand ſtill, be- 
lieve and. fee the Salvation of God,“ as Moſes ſaid 
to the Children of 7/rael, God would ſhew to them 
to Day: For the Egyptians (or Sins) which you 
have ſeen (and were ſore afraid of) to Day, you 
ſnall ſee them no more for ever. For the Lord will 
fight for you, and ye ſhall hold your Peace. Then 
ſaid the Lord unto Moſes, (and now unto Jesvs) 
W herefore crieſt thou unto me? (God ſpeaks now 
in Chriſt to Man's Heart, as he did then to Moſes) 
{peak unto the People, to the [/rael of God, that 
they go forward.” And litt-thou up thy Shepherd's 
Rod, thy Word made effectual by thy Spirit, with 
which thou doſt rule, comfort and guide the re- 
deemed Race; and ſtretch forth thy glorious Arm, 
Diſplay the Banner of thy Love, and lead the Van, 
through the Red Sea of thy Sufferings, thine Agony 
and bloody Sweat, thy Croſs and Paſſion, let 
the noble Army of Martyrs march boldly on, ſur- 
rounded by the heavenly Cloud before and be- 
hind, and conducted by an unerring Guide, the 
Leader of Iſrael, whoſe Arm brings forth Salvation. 
Thus the ipiritual '[/reelits, who by Faith commit 
their Souls to his Conduct, through the Sea of his 
Blood, to the promiſed Inheritance, eſcape from the 
Hands ot all their Enemies, and from all the De- 
mands of the Law, and ſing the triumphant An- 
them, Thus he gently leads them that are with 
Young; thoſe in whoſe Hearts Chriſt is formed, 
or the heavenly Seed rooted : he tranſplants them 
from the State ot Nature to a State of Grace; and 
as Iſrael were not brought back to Bondage again, 
ſo we receive not the Spirit of Bondage again to 
tear, but the Spirit of Adoption to cry, Abba, Fa- 
ther ! The God that brings to the Birth, gives 
Fe _ | Strength 
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Strength to bring forth, /a. Ixvi. 9. And thoſe 
whom he brings roth; and lets as a City on a Hill, 
hel} preſerve tor ever. The Sea itteli was a De. 
fence unto Iſrael whilſt in the Midtt of it: ſo 
whilſt we rely on the Merits of Chriſt for Grace 
and ' Forgiveneſs, Sin looles its reigning and con- 
demning Tower. And though Satan and Sin, like 
Pbæruob and his Hoſt, preſume to purſue, and 
continue to harraſs Pilgrim. Hcarts, yet being at 
length obliged to confeis, like Pharaob, that God 
fighteth for Hrael, their Vigour abates, their 
Strength fails, their Hea: rs faint, and they cry, Let 
us fiec rom Iiræei, the believing Church, for nei- 
ther Satan to accuſe, nor Sin to ondemn, dare 
fand in their Way, for the Blood of Chriſt clean- 
ſeth them from all Sin. Thus all-[/rae/ have the 
Honour to tread down the Strength of the Enemy; 
divine Juſtice acquits the penitent Believer; Hon 


hath received double for all her Sins, ia. xl. 2. 


Her Sorrows have been great, and her Mercies are 
multiphed : Chriſt the great Emmanuel has doubly 
atoned tor her Sins, and Heaven ſhall make double 
Amends for her Sorrow. God ſmiled on 1/rael, 
and they marched Briſkly; he frowned on the 
Egyptians and their Carriages moved ſlowly, and 
they began to be heavy- hearted, for his Looks 
gave them to underſtand that J/rae/ was under Di- 
vine Protection, incompaſſed within the Red Sea, 
2 Type ot Chriſt's Blood, and therein e 
wich Salvation as with Walls and Bulwarks. 

Satan and Sin, like Pharaob and his Hoſt, ir 
to ſave themſelves by Flight, but Jeſus ſtretches 
out his Hand over the Sea ot his Blood, points out 
the Certainty and Sufficiency of his Death and Re- 
ſurrection, ſaying, Behold my Hands ana my Feet! 
So the Sea of Chriſt's Blood, in his Sufferings and 
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full Strength, overflows and beats down all Oppo- 
ſitions, drowns all the Enemies of Jracl, ſlaviſh 
Fears, Unbelief, and Hardneſs of Heart, there 
ſhall not be one of them left in the Believer's Heart: 
Hence it appears that all the Hopes of Victory, 
which the Devil and Sins have, are all drowned 
when they preſume to encamp within the Walls of 
this atoning Sea, the Covenant of Grace. Thus the 
Lord ſaves all his Hrael, univerſally and ſeverally 
in the Day of Salvation, out of the Hands of the 
Devil and Sins; when the Seed of the Woman ſhall 
bruiſe the Serpent's Head, Gen. iii. 15. and caſteth 
out the ſtrong Man armed, Luke xi. 21. And every 
Child of Redemption, can according to the Mea- 
ſure of Faith given him, behold thofe troubleſome 
Egyptians, the Suggeſtions of Satan, and the En- 
ticements of Sin dead on the Sea ſhore of Chriſt's 
Blood. And when the Believer hath effectually 
learnt by Faith the great Work which the Lord 
hath done tor him and in him, and feels in himſelf, 
(like the Woman of Samaria, by touching Chriſt's 
Garment) that he is healed of his Plague, as ſhe 
was of her Iſſue of Blood, though of twelve Years 
Continuance, Mark v. 25, 27, 29. Then will he 
fear the Lord, and believe the Word of his Servant. 
And will acknowledge all the Promiſes of God, 
which were to him as dead Letters before, to be 
in Chriſt Jeſus both Zea and Amen, i. e. ſure and 
everlaſting to the Glory of God the Father, 2 Cor. 
i. 20. He can then perceive the Voice of the Lord 
calling atter him ſaying, + © Remember theſe thy 


| Priviledges,. O Jacob and Jjrae/! for thou art my 


Servant; I have formed thee (for my Glory) thou 
ſhalt never be forgotten of me, I have blotted out 
as a thick Cloud thy Tranſgreſſions, and as a Cloud 
thy Sins; return unto me, for I have Redeemed 
thee, Sing O Heavens, for the Lord hath done 72 
* ai 
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N. xliv. 21, 22, 23. Thus all the Promiſes of God 
| are to the believing Soul as ſo many ſtrong Towers 

to hide him from the Face of his Enemies. For 
God has promiſed to drown his People's Sins in 
the Midſt of the Sea, Mic. vii. 19. which is now 
come to paſs, as every Behever experiences by 
Faith, within himſelf. The Lord ſeems to awake 
as one out of Sleep, and like a Giant refreſhed with 
Wine, to {mite the Enemies of the Believer's Soul, 
.* wiz. the Devil and Sin, putting them to perpetual 
- Reproach ; as he did to the Philiſtines, the Enemies 
of jrael, when he ſmote them with Emerods, vis. 
a fore Diſeaſe in their hinder Parts, for preſuming 
to take the Ark of God into their Poſſeſſion; and 
obſtinately detaining it, notwithſtanding Dagon 
(their God) was fallen upon his Face to the Ground 
in its Preſence, Pſal. lxxviii. 65, 66. 1 Sam. iv. 11. 
and v. 4, 6. And thus will he plague all impeni- 
tent Sinners, and all thoſe that torget God, and 
offend his Saints; that touch his Anointed, and do 
Harm to his Prophets : For *tis better that a Mill- 
ftone were hanged ahout their Neck, and they caſt 
into the Midſt of the Sea, than that they offend any 
one that believeth in me,“ ſaith Chriſt, Matt. xviii. 
6. Touch not mine Anointed, and do my Pro- 
xc no Harm,” 1 Cron. xvi. 22. Pſal. cv. 15. 

Now the Believer may adopt the Language of Job 
the Baptiſt, and cry to his Fellow-finners, ſaying, 
Repent, and bebold the Lamb of God which taketh away 
tbe Sins of the Warld, (of Believers to the End of 
Time) John i. 29. Now the Day of Salvation is 
come home to the Believer's Soul, and God's Pro- 
miſe is made good to him, which faith, ** Behold 
the Days come, ſaith the Lord, that I will make 
a new Covenant with the Houſe of Jacob, or Iſrael, 
(God's believing Church) and with the Houſe of 
Judab (all that are Heirs of God by Adoption 
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and Joint-heirs with Chriſt, and are numbered as 
mongſt the Houſehold of Faith, and are owned by 
the Name of Ifrael) not according to the former 
Covenant (of Works) which they brake. But 
this ſhall be the Covenant that I will make with 
the Houic of 1/rae/, after thoſe Days, faith the 
Lord; (it ſhall be a Covenant of Grace) for J will 
put my Law in their inward Parts, and write it in 
their Hearts; and I will be their God, and they 
ſhall be my People : for they ſhall all know me, 
from the leaſt to the greateſt, ſaith the Lord: for 
I will forgive their Iniquity, and will remember 
their Sins no more.” This is a glorious Promiſe, 
and yet God proceeds to reveal and confirm his 
Love to his People. Thus ſaith the Lord, which 
giveth the Sun tor a Light by Day, and the Ordi- 
nances of the Moon and Stars for a Light by 
Night, which divideth the Sea when the Waves 
thereof roar ; the Lord of Hoſts is his Name. If 
thoſe Ordinances depart from before me, ſaith the 
Lord, then the Seed of Jrael, or Houſehold of 
Faith ſhall ceaſe from being a royal Prieſthood, or 
an holy Nation before me for ever. Alſo thus ſaith 
the Lord, If Heaven above can be meaſured, and 
the Foundations of the Earth ſearched out beneath, 
J will alſo caſt off the Seed of Jrael, for all that 
they have done, faith the Lord;” (As much as to 
ſay, I will not caſt them off for ever!) {Glory be 
to God for all his gracious Promiſes.) Fer. xxxi. 
31, 32, 33, 34, 35» 36, 37. 1 Peter li. -&e 
Lord alſo paſſed by before Moſes, who then repre- 
ſented his Church, and God put him into a Clift of 
the Rock, being a Type of Chriſt, Exod. xxxili. 32. 
And then conſiſtent with the Attribute of Juſtice, 
atter viewing the Church in Chrift, who was bound 
from Eternity to make Satisfaction to his injured 
Juſtice : He therefore proclaimed himſelf, ** The 
K 


Lord, 
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Lord, the Lord God, merciful and gracious, long- 
ſuffering ana abundant in Goodneis and Truth, 
keeping Mercy for Thouſands who venture their 
Salvation on the Merits and Mediation of his Sen) 
torgiving Iniquity, Tranſgreſſion, and Sin, but 
will by no Means clear the Guilty,” impenitent 
Sinner, Exod. xxxiv. 6, 7. Or the formal hypo- 
critical Profeſſor. Hear the Word of the Lord, 
ye Rulers and People: To what purpoſe are your 
Sacrifices unto me ? when ye come to appear before 
me, faith the Lord. Who hath required this (Lip- 
ſervice) at your Hands, to tread in my Courts? 
Bring no more vain Oblations; (ſuch are your 
formal Round of Duties, and Common Prayers at 
Church, with uncontecrated Hearts) 1 am weary 
of them, they are a Trouble unto me, ſaith the 


Lord;“ without the Spirit to help you to pray in 


Faith, and expect Forgiveneſs only for the Sake of 
Chriſt's Merits, viz. through his atoning Blood 
and Righteuuſneſs. Therefore, af ye, ſaith God, 
But where? Surely, in the Blood of Jxsvus, there 
only may you make yourſelves clean. (That bely 
Water trom his pierced Side, Fohn xix. 34. will 
purity the Heart, and enable you to do what God 


commands). Alſo © put away the Evil of your 


Doings trom betore mine Eyes ; ceaſe to do Evil, 
learn to do well; ſeek Judgment, relieve the Op- 
prefled, judge che (Cauſe of the) Fatherleſs, plead 
for the Widow,” Iſa. i. 10, 11, 12, 13, 14. Thus 


ſhall the Children who are come to the Birth have 


Strength to come forth, when under the Pangs of 


the new Birth. God moſt graciouſly invites them, 


ſaying, Turn to me, your Strong- hold, ye Pri- 
ſoners of Hope; for by the Blood of Chriſt (gi- 
ven you for a Covenant) have I determined to 
bring you forth out ot your Priſon-houſe of Un- 
baliet, into the glorious Liberty of the Sons of _ 

Na. 
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Zech. ix. 11, 12. Nom. viii. 21. The Lord will 
not only bring torth, but will cleanſe their Blood, 
which hath not been cleanſed, for the Lord dwelleth 
in Sion, (the Church) Joel iii. 21. Therefore, © come 
now, and let us reaſon together, ſaith the Lord,“ 
as much as to ſay, Conſider on what Terms I ac- 
cept of your Perſons and Performances, and make 
your ſcarlet Sins as white as Snow, Ia. i. 18. Be- 
hold ! it is for the ſake of my Servant, and your 
Redeemer, in whom my Soul delighteth, Iſa. xlii. 1. 
and becauſe you were choſen in him before the Foun- 
dation of the World, Eph. i. 4. Therefore will I 1 
reveal myſelt unto you, and when you believe, 
(having your Underſtanding enlightened) that I have 
loved you with an everlaſting Love, then will your 
Love to me be cordial and unfeigned : and thus 
become willing and obedient, through conſtraining 
Love, 1 Cor. v. 14. to ſubmit to the Righteouſneſs 
ot my Son, for your whole and only Salvation, 
without any Mixture or Compoſition of your own 
Endeavours, or felt Righteouſneſs, in point of Ac- 
ceptance with God: then ye ſhall eat the Good of 
the Land of God's free Grace and redeeming Love; 
but it ye refuſe, and rebel, and oppoſe this Way of 
Salvation, ye ſhall be devoured with the Sword of 
God's Judgment and Juſtice, tor the Mouth ot the 
Lord hath ſpoken it, Ja. i. 18, 19, 20. It is 
written, Sion ſhall be redeemed with Judgment, viz. 
by the well-ordered Plan of unerring Wiſdom, and 
her Converts with Righteouſneſs, (wrought out by 
Chriſt the Mediator, and is called by Saint Paul, 
* The Righteouſneſs of God which 1s revealed trom 
Faith to Faith, in the Believer's Heart, as it is writ- 
ten, The Juſt ſhall live by Faith,” Rom. 1. 17.) But 
the Deſtruction of Sinners, who torſake and contemn 
this Way of Reconciliation with God, ſhall be 
without Mercy, 1/a. i. 27, 28. But as for the 

K 2 Lord's 


($3 

Lord's Servants, their Righteouſneſs is of me, ſaith 
the Lord, Ifa. liv. 17. I know, (faith the Be- 
lever) in the Lord have I Righteouſneſs - and 
Strength; and in the Lord (JEsus) ſhall all the 
Seed of Jfrael, (viz. the Houtchold of Faith) be 
juitified, and ſhall glory,” Iſa. Ixv. 24, 25. Again, 
Thus ſaith the Lord that created thee, O Jacob, 
and he that formed thee, O J/rael; fear not, tor 1 
have redeemed thee, I have called thee by thy 
Name, thou art mine. When thou paſſeſt through 
the Waters, I will be with thee; and through the 
Rivers, they ſhall not overflow thee: and when 
thou walkeſt through the Fire, thou ſhalt not be 
burnt; neither ſhall the Flame kindle upon thee,” 
Ia. xliii. 1, 2. 80 fate is the Church of God from 
Deſtruction, that when all Things periſh, they ſhall 
ſuſtain no Loſs; in the laſt Day, in the general 
Conflagration, when the whole World will be in a 
Flame, and burn as an Oven, Mal. iv. 1, 2. they ſhall 
tread down their Enemies like Aſnes: A lively 
Reſemblance of this was exhibited by the Preſence 
of God the Son with Shadrach, Meſhach and Abed- 
nego, who were condemned to the burning hery 
Furnace, for retuſing to worſhip the golden Image 
which Nebuchadnezzar had ſet up: But to the 
King's great Surprize, he ſaw tour Men looſe, 
walking in the Midſt of the Fire, without Hurt, 
and the Form of the Fourth was like the Son of 
 . God, who preſerved them in ſuch a wonderful 
Manner, that even the Smell of Fire had not paſſed 
on them, becauſe they believed and put their Truſt 
in God, Dan. iii. 23, 25. So in the Judgment- 
Day, though the great Globe itſelf be diſſolved, 
happy will the Bride be in the Enjoyment of her 
adorable Huſband, whoſe Love is unchangeable; 
for ſaith he, I am the Lord thy God, the holy 
one of Iſrael, thy Saviour: I gave Egypt for thy 
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Ranſom. — Since thou waſt precious in my Sight, 
thou haſt been honourable, and I have loved thee: 
therefore will J give Men for thee; and People for 
thy Lite. Fear not; for I am with thee; I will 
bring thy Seed from the Eaſt, and gather thee from 


the Weſt; I will ſay to the North, Give up; and 
to the South, Keep not back; bring my Sons from 


far, and my Daughters from the Ends of the 
Earth; even every one that is called by my Name, 
for I have created him for my Glory. (And ſays 
our Lord, The Son of Man will ſend forth his 
Angels, at the End of the World, with a great 
Sound of a Trumpet, and they ſhall gather toge- 
ther his Elect from the four Winds, from one End 
of Heaven to the other.” And none can fruſtrate 
the Purpoſe of his Grace.) For I, even I, am the 
Lord ; and beſides me there is no Saviour, (faith 
the great Emmanuel.) Yea, before the Day was, 
I am he, and there 1s none can' deliver out of my 
Hand; I will work, and who ſhall let it? I am 
the Lord your holy one, the Creator of J/rael, 
your King : which maketh a Way 1n the Sea, and a 
Path in the mighty Waters ; which bringeth forth 
the Chariot and Horſe, the Army and the Power ; 
they ſhall lie down together, they ſhall not riſe : 
they are extinct, they are quenched as Tow,” Ita. 


 xli1. 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 11, 13, 15, 16, 17. Matt. xxiv. 31. 


Alſo the Deſtruction ot Sin ſhall be accomphſhed 
in God's People, who paſs through the Red Sea of 
Chriſt's atoning Blood : they ſhall be delivered 
from the very Shadow of Death, and ſhall fee all 
their Enemies extinct: And the envious Blaze of 
their tranſitory Life quenched for ever. Whilſt 
they, (the Righteous) © being delivered from the 
Power of Darkneſs, and tranſlated into the King- 
dom of God's dear Son, fit triumphant at the. 
Lord's right Hand: having obtained Redemption 
through 


N 
through his Blood, even the Forgiveneſs of their 
Sins,” Col. i. 13, 14. And even now, whilſt on 
their Journey, their Hearts travel with. them that 
go in the High-way ot the Lord: and their Souls 
(which ſeemed deſerted ror a While) do at length 
rejoice and bloſſom as the Roſe, and they ſhall 
bloſſom yet more abundantly, and rejoice, yea, 
with Joy and Singing: They ſhall fee the Glory 
of the Lord, and the Exceilency of our God: 
Even now, during the ſpiritual Warfare, their 
weak Hands and teeble Knees ſhall be ftrength- 
ened, perhaps by the Means of godly Miniſters 
and ſerious Chriſtians, Fathers in Son, who are 
directed to fay to them who are of a fearful 
Heart, Be ſtrong, tear not; tor Behold ! God will 
come with Vengeance on your Enemies, (vi. the 
Remainder of your Corruptions) and with a Re- 
compence to you, who confidently Believe in the 
Name of his Son. For he will come and fave 
you to the utmoſt, and all them that come to God 
by him, Heb. vii. 25.) For the Eyes of the Blind 
ſhall be opened, and the Ears of the Deat ſhall be 
unſtopped, then ſhall the lame Man leap as an 
Hart, and the Tongue ot the Dumb ſing, and the 
Heart which was once a Wilderneſs ot Sin and Va- 
Nity ſhall become a Field of Fruittul Meditations, 
and the Tongue utter ſavoury Diſcourtes concern- 
ing the Waters of Lite, which are like Streams in 
the Soul, flowing to Lite eternal; , For out ot the 
Abundance of the Heart the Mouth ſpeaketh, Matr. 
Xii. 34.) For the Heart, though once barren and 
dry, like parched Ground, ſhall become a Pool, 
and Springs of W ater,” 72 . 1, % , 5, 6, 7. 
They who drink of the Waters that Chriſt giverh, 
ſhall never thirſt any more ; for it ſhall be in them 
a Well of living Water, a never-failing Spring to 
[6 8889 the Thirſt of the Bleſſed, that hunger nu 
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1 
thirſt after Righteouſneſs, (viz. the Righteouſneſs 
ot God) tor they ſhall be filled, both with the 
Bread and Water of Lite freely, John iv. 14. Matt. 
v. 6. Their thirſty Land, (their Hearts, ſhall be 
ſo filled with the Springs of the Water of Life 
flowing from that Rock Chriſt Jeſus, that in the 
Habitation (of their Heart) where Dragons (or 
Devils) each lay, and nurted every beloved Sin in 
its Turn, viz. the right Hand Sin, the right Eye 
Sin, the Sin which did caſily beſet them; inſtead of 
thote lurking Fiends which made the Ground of 
the Heart barren, there ſhall grow (by Virtue of 
the Fountain of Lite ſpringing continuaily from 
Chriſt in the Believer's Heart) Graſs, With Reeds 
and Ruſhes, all the I okens ot Fertility, Ja. xxxv.7. 
The Field ot Grace which Chritt opens to the Soul's 
View, ſhall be ſo rich by conſtant Watering every 
Moment with the Dews ot Heaven, that it ſhall 
become a green Paſture, ſufficient. to feed God's 
Sheep. © Thou ſhalt feed me (faith David) in a 
green Paſture, and lead me forth beſides the Waters 
ot Comfort,” P/al. xxxii. 2. God will preſerve his 
People Night and Day, leaſt any hurt them, Fa: 
xxvii. 3. and cauſe them to hear a Voice behind 
them, when they err on the Right or on the Lett, 
laying, This is the Way, walk ye in it, Iſa. xxx. 21. 
For there is an High-way tor God's People to walk 
in, and it is called © The Way ot Holineſs. The 
Unclean ſhall not paſs over it: but it ſhall be for 
thoſe who are way-taring Men, whoſe Faces are 
Son- wards, Virgins in Chriſt, though counted 
Fools by the World, ſhall not err therein. And no 
Lion ſhall be there!“ The true Believer need not 
ſlay, like the ſlothful Man, here is a Lion in 
the Way; (viz. Unbelief and the Fear of Man, 
which brings a Snare to his Soul, Prov. xxix. 25.) 
Neither ſhall any ravenous Beaſt go thereon,” 
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nor any contentious Perſon ſhall Le found there, 


tor there is no ſuch Cuſtom among the Churches of 
Chriſt, 1/a. xxxv. 8, 9. Prov. xxvi. 13. 1 Cor. xi. 
16. But the Redeemed ſhall walk there. And 
thus the Ranſomed oi the Lord having received the 
Breathing Winds, (the Holy Sp:rit) ſhall be enabled 
to mount up upon the Wings of Faith, trom the 
dry Bene Valley of the Shadow of Death, and re- 
turn to Sion with Songs and everlaſting Joy upon 
their Heads, they ſhail obtain Joy and Gladneſs, 
and Sorrow and Sighing ſhall flee away,”  1/a. xxxv. 
9, 10. The Lord by his Spirit doth. and will call 
and quality Miniſters “ to preach good Tidings 
unto the Meck. He'll ſend them to bind up the 
Broken-hearted, to proclaim Liberty to the Cap- 
tives, and the opening of the Priſon to them that 
were bound (in Unbelief); To publiſh the accepta- 
ble Year of the Lord; crying, Behold! now is 
the accepted Time, now 1s the Day of the Salvation 
of our God, to comfort all that mourn in Sion; to 
give unto them Beauty for Aſhes, the Oil of Joy 
inſtead of Mourning, the Garment of Praiſe for 
the Spirit of Heavineſs; that they might be called 
Trees of Righteouſneſs, the Planting of the Lord, 
that he may be glorified,” 7a. Ixi. 1, 2, 3. Thus 
Chriſt allures his Church, his Bride, bringing her 
up out of the Wilderneſs of Sin and Unbelief, and 
cauſeth her to lean on him her Beloved, Cant. viii.s. 
For God will make his People willing in the Day of 
his Power; he will put his Fear betore their Eyes, 
and write his Law in their Hearts; and, they ſhall 

be his People, and he will be their God, Fer. xxxi. 
33- Here we may obſerve how inceſſantly God 
works to prepare his intended Bride, and makes het 
ready. God the Father draws, God the Son re- 
ceives, and God the Holy Ghoſt ſanctifies the Soul; 


for theſe Titles, Father, Son, and Spirit, ſignify, 
not 
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not the Manner of Exiſting in the Deity, but the 
Manner ot Acting in the Oeconomy of Man's Sal- 
vation: and thus the myſterious Eſpouſals of 
Chriſt and his Church is conſummated, never to be 


put aſunder. God having loved her once, he will 
love her to the End, Jobu x111. 1. Having betroth- 
ed her to himſelf for ever, Hof. ii. 19. And pro- 
miſed to love her, and he declares that he hath 
loved her with an everlaſting Love: © therefore 
with Loving-kindneſs (faith he) have I drawn thee 
unto me) Fer. xxxi. 3. Every Bride (every faithful 
Soul) being united to Chriſt in Spirit receives the 
Word ſowed into an honeſt and good Heart, that 
is, in Sincerity, and brings forth Fruit unto God, 
ſome Thirty, ſome Sixty, and ſome an Hundred 
Fold, Mark iv. 20. Such are like Trees planted + 
by the Water-ſide, that bring forth Fruit in due 
Seaſon : whoſe Leaf ſhall not wither, but flouriſh 
for ever, Pal. i. 3. Saint Paul was careful to eſ- 
pouſe the Church as a chaſte Virgin to Chriſt, who 
was raiſed from the Dead, that they might bring 
forth Fruit unto God, Rom. vii. 4. Implying that 
unleſs the Church as a chaſte Virgin is married to 


Chriſt, not to the Law, there is no Acceptance, 


and that Union is effected by the genuine Ope- 
ration of the Holy Ghoſt, whoſe Anointing abides 
in Believers for ever, 1 Jobs ii. 20, 27. With- 
out this, 1 ſay, they can in no Wiſe bring forth 
Fruit unto God. Hear what the Lord faith to 
the Houſe of Iſrael, under the Similitude of 2 
Vineyard which he had planted : © And he looked 
that it ſhould bring forth Grapes, and it brought 

forth wild Grapes,” T/a. v. 2. And why ? Becauſe 
they went about to eſtabliſh their own Righteoul- 
nels ; to encompaſs themſelves with Sparks of their 
own kindling, therefore (without the Righteouſneſs 
of Chriſt) they muſt lie down in Sorrow, 2 * 
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Chriſt being the true Vine, and the Church the 
Branches, therefore without him ſne can bear no 
good Fruit, ſhe can do nothing, Jobn xv. 5. But 
now, ſhe being in Chriſt, ſhe is fruitful in every 
Work, and increaſing in the Knowledge of 


od, Col. i. 10. And whereas, in Chriſt, there is 


no Difference of Male and Female, Sc. but his 
Church collected out of every Nation, Tongue and 
People, which he has redeemed unto God by his 
Blood, for to reign with him for ever, Rev. v. , 
10. Thus he compares them; As the Lily a- 
mong Thorns (ſaith Chriſt) ſo is my Love among 
the Daughters. And as the Apple- tree among the 
Trees ot the Wood, ſo is my Beloved among the 
Sons,” Cant. ii. 2, 3. Behold! (the Beauty and 
Glory of the Church) ye Deſpiſers, and wonder, and 
periſh. For God works a Work, yea in the Hearts 
of his Choſen, in your Days, which you in no 
wiſe believe, though a Man declares it unto you,“ 
Adds xiii. 41. View the Difference Chriſt puts be- 
tween you and Believers. O how beautiful does a 
full- blown Lily appear among Thorns ? and how 
pleaſant is an Apple-tree in full Bloſſom among 
the Trees of the Wood? and is not the Fruit 
thereof ſweet to the Taſte? The Fruit of the 
Righteous is a Tree of Life,” Prov. xi. 30. Be- 
cauſe when this Fruit, by divine Direction, drops 
into an honeſt and good Heart, it converts and 
brings true Wiſdom into that Soul for ever; for 
happy is the Man that findeth W iſdom, and retain- 
eth her; for ſhe is a Tree of Life to them that lay 
hold upon her,” Prov. iii. 13, 18. Therefore hc 
that winneth Souls is ſaid to be wiſe,” Prov. xi. 30. 
Having received true Wiſdom and ſpiritual Un- 
deritanding, Col. i. 9. Alſo they that be wiſe, 
(having been taught of God) ſhall ſhine as the 
Brightoeis of the Firmament; and they that turn 

. many 
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. many to Righteouſneſs, as the Stars for ever and 
0 ever,” Dan. xii. 3. For the Words of the Wiſe 
It are as Goads, and as Nails faſtened in a ſure Place, 


y in the Hearts of the Godly, by the Maſters of the 
f Aſſemblies, viz. Miniſters given them for that 
is Purpoſe by Chriſt himſelf, the Shepherd and Biſbap 


is of our Souls, Eccleſ. x11. 11. For their Words 
ſel being ſeaſoned with Salt, miniſter Grace unto their 
is Hearers, Eph. iv. 29. ; A 

9. | 

a- FOraſmuch, O Lord, as thy Iſrael of old were ſaved 
1g by going through the Red Sea, having no other 


he Way to eſcape from their Enemies; give us, we pray 
he thee, a full Conviction of our Miſery by Nature, that 
d the condemning Power of thy holy Law might force us 
nd WW likewiſe to eſcape for our Lives through the Red Sea of 
ts thy Son's atoning Blood; and alſo to att Faith in the 
No Veracily of thine infallible Word, wherein thou haſt gra- 
ciouſly promiſed to drown our Sins in the Depth of the 
e- WW Sea, Mic. vii. 19. | | 


SECT. V. 


Perſecutors will be puniſhed. The Righteous 
love Peace, in Order to enjoy tbeir Lord. 
They build their Hope on Cur18T the Rock, 
a ſure Foundation. CuRISs＋T gives them the 
Dews of Heaven. © WOE Carats 


B* and by the Ungodly, who are compared to 
Fhorns that grieve God's Lilies, (his Church 
on Earth) fhall be gathered trom out of God's' 
| 85 ; L 2 | King- 
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Kingdom, with all other Things that do offend, 
with the Devil and his Angels, and be caſt into 
Hell, the unquenchable Fire; there ſhall be 
walling and. gnaſhing of "Teeth, And then ſhal! 
God's Lilies, the Righteous, ſhine forth as the Sur 
in the Kingdom ot their Father. He that hath 
Ears to hear, let him hear, what God will do in 
the Harveſt of the World, unto all periecuting, 
ſcoffing, offenſive Thorns; God the Son will then 
ſay to his Angels or Reapers, Grub up thoſe 
offenſive Thorns, which have wounded me fo often 
in my Church on Earth; and gather the Tares 
from among my Wheat, and bind them in Bundles, 
and caſt both Thorns and Tares into Hell-Fire,” 
Ja. xxxiii. 12. Matt. xiii, 30, 40, 41, 42, 43. and 
Matt. vin. 12. And there you ſhall all lie down, 
1 — up as Sheep, whilſt Death, viz. the ſecond 

ath ſhall gnaſh upon you with his Teeth ; nay, 
feed on you like a voracious Lion, P/al. xlix. 14. 
And there you'll bewail your Folly, and ſay one to 
another, (mark the Language of condemned Souls, 
ye Perſecutors in Gillingbam, and refrain) We 
Fools, accounted the Lives of Profeffors Madnets, 
and their End to be without Honour, who defend- 
ed the Truth on God's Behalf, (like Lot in Sodom) 
and thereby loſt their worldly Goods ; how are they 
numbered with the Juſt, and their Lot among the 
Saints?“ Wiſd. v. 4, 3. How are the Righteous 
Souls whom we held in Deriſion, now had in ever- 
laſting Remembrance? Pſal. cxii. 6. While we 


are rejected with Shame, and reprobated with ever- 


laſting Contempt, Dan, xii. 2. Burning alive in 
this Lake of Fire and Brimſtone, Rev. xix. 20. 
How are we tormented in this Flame, in everlaſting 
8 where the Worm, the Guilt of Conſcience 
dieth not, and the Fire is not quenched? Mark ix. 
43, 44 Now we fee the Devil that deceived us, 

- | 7 
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is alſo caſt alwe into this Lake, and ſhall be tor- 
mented Day and Night with us for ever, Rev. xx. 
10. Together with Falie-Prophets, viz. uncon- 
verted Free-will Preachers, who by propheſy ing 
{ſmooth Things kept us afleep, and thereby deceived 
us; crying, Peace, Peace, if we came often within 
the Church Walls; when the Peace of God was 
not within our Hearts, and our poor Souls unre- 
newed, Ja. xxx. 10. Woe be unto ſuch ! For there 
is no Peace, . ſaith God, to the Wicked, who are not 
born again, Iſa. lvii. 21. John iii. 3. Now alas 
we are the Companians of all thoſe who forgat 
God, and obeyed not the Goſpel of the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, 2 Thef. i. 8. Better it had been for us that 
a Mill-ſtone had- been hanged about our Neck, and 
we caſt alive into the Midſt of the Sea, than that 
we ſhould have ſcoffed at, and offended any of 
God's faithful Followers, who believed in {ibis 
Chriſt, Matt. xviii. 6. For now we are puniſhed 
with everlaſting Deſtruction from the Preſence of 
the Lord, and from the Glory of his Power, 2 2. be 
i. 9. Here let me intreat you, Friends and Neigh- 
bours, attend, pauſe a little, and conſider the Diſ- 
mal Condition of the Damned Souls! who muſt be 


forced to endure the hot Thunder-bolts of God's 


Vengeance, the Fierceneſs of his Wrath, and fiery 
Indignation, Pſal. Ixxviii. 48, 49. For upon them 
God will rain Snares, Fire and Brimſtone, and an 
horrible Tempeſt; this ſhall be the Portion of their 
Cup for ever, P/al. xi. 6. In a Labyrinth of Sor- 
row and Woe, ſinking! ſinking ! ſinking! in 
endleſs Miſery for evermore in the bottomleſs Pit 
of Fire, Rev. XX. 1, 14. And this Hell is, not 
Imagination, but Senſation, experienced by God's 
dear. Children, during their Pilgrimage on Earth, 
and felt in the Anguiſh of their Souls, eſpecially 
after Relapſes into Sin; for every true EE 

WHEN 
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when convinced that he has broken the holy Com- 
mandment of God, and thereby diſhonoured his 
holy Name, finds a Hell in his Conſcience in this 
Worid, though in a leſſer Degree than the Damned 
in Hell; tor the Hope ot Relief alleviates the 
Pain: yet true is the Saying, A wounded Spirit who 
can beer ? Prov. xviii. 14. Guilt is a Canker- worm, 
which biteth the Soul continually, 'till the Balm of 
Gilead, the Blood of Chrift, heals the Wound, 
which would have proved mortal, had it not: been 
for the Almighty Phyſician, Fer. viii. 22. This is 
the horrible Pit, the miry Clay out of which God 
delivered David, when he fet him on the Rock, 


Chriſt Jeſus; he had been earneſtly crying unto 


the Lord, and patiently waiting, though in very 
great Diſtreſs, P/al. xl. 1, 2. For faith he, 1 
am weary oft my Groaning, every Night waſh I my 
Bed, and. water my Couch with my Tears. Mine 
Eyes are contumed with Grief (by Reaſon of my 
Sin)? P/al. vi. 6, 7. A Chriſtian, who may be 
tempted to ſteal a Dram of ſintul Pleaſure, ſhall 
pay for it four-fold in Tears of penitential Grief, 
Anguiſh of Soul, Horror of Conſcience, and in- 
ward Diſtreſs and Trouble in this World: unleſs 
Chriſt, the good Phyſician will be pleaſed ſpeedily to 
heal his Wound. (This I know by Experience) 
And therefore, I ſuppoſe that no juſtified Soul will 
preſume to ſin that Grace might abound ; but rather 
ſay with Saint Paul, God forbid ! and God forbid ! 
again, that ever ſuch a Thought ſhould once ariſe 
in a Believer's Breaft, Rom. vi. 1, 2. For * 
felt the Anguiſn of a wounded Conſcience, an 
knowing the Terror of the Lord, will conclude 
with holy David, that Bleſſed are all they who fear 
the Lord, that honour him, and delight to walk in 
| is Ways, for they ſhall eat the Labour of their 
Hands, even here on Earth, (viz.) Peace of Con- 
_— 9 1 55 ſcience, 
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ſcience, and happy ſhall they be hereafter, P/al. 


cxxviii. 1, 2. For © Bleſſed are they who die in 
the Lord, even fo, faith the Spirit, for they ſhall 
reſt from their Labours, and their Works ſhall 
follow them; (/ollow, obſerve, not go before) 
Rev. xiv. 13. It is Chriſt that goes before to 
prepaie a Place. The Righteous ſhall conſider this 
in the Days of their Pilgrimage, and turn their 
Feet unto God's Teſtimonies ; nay, they muſt con- 
ſider, though prone to forget, for Gud is their 
Monitor, and many ſhall be purified, and made 
white, and tried like as Silver is tried, and made 
meet for the Maſter's Uſe) but the Wicked ſhall 
do wickedly, and none of the Wicked ſhall' un- 
derſtand (for the Way of Peace they never knew, 
having no Fear of God before their Eyes) but the 
Wiſe ſhall underſtand, Dan. xii. 10. God will give 
them an Underſtanding Heart, 1 King. iii. 9. to 
chooſe the better Part here, which ſhall not be 
taken from them hereafter, Luke x. 42. For God 
will ſurely guide them here on Earth, with his 
Counſel, and afterwards receive them to Glory, 
Pſal. Ixxiii. 24. They love to fit under his Banner 


with great Delight, his Fruit being ſweet to their 


Taſte; for he brings them into his Banqueting- 
Houſe, and his Banner over them is Love. (And 
when their Cup runs over, like David's, Pſal. xxin. 
5.) they often in their firſt Love at the Time of 
their Eſpouſals, &c. when he carries his Lambs in 
his Boſom, cry out perſonally, being jealous of 
their Backſliding Hearts, Stay me with Flagons 
(of ſpiritual Ointments, or with Cordials) comfort 
me with Apples (from my Chriſt, the Tree of 
Life) for I am ſick of Love. My Soul fainteth 
for the Courts of the Lord's Houte, to make my 
Calling and Election ſure. Now when they call 
upon him, he ſoon doth anſwer, and faith unto 
a them, 
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them, Here am J. Preſently his left Hand is under 
their Heads (to ſupport them) and his right Hand 
doth embrace and cheriſh them with Cordials of 
Love. Now God's young Converts charge all a- 
bout them, not to diſturb their Peace with their 
beſt: Beloved, nor awake him, or cauſe him to 
withdraw, till he pleaſeth,” Cant. ii. 3, 4, 5, 6, 7. 


But rather unite in the Enjoyment of their new Lord 


and Maſter. And therefore they cry out, Come, 
let us fall down and worſhip, and kneel before the 
Lord our Maker : for he is the Lord our God, it 
is he that hath made us (thus happy) and not we 
ourſelves, we are (now become) his People, and 
(Blood-bought) Sheep of his Paſture. Let us 
therefore go our Way into his Gates with Thankſ- 
giving, and into his Courts with Praiſe. Oh! let 
us be thankful unto him, and ſpeak good of his 
Name. For the Lord is gracious, and his Mercy 
is everlaſting, and his Truth endureth (to his 
Choſen) from Generation to Generation,” P/al. c. 
I, 2, 3, 4, 5- Thus they break forth into Singing, 
being under his Shadow, where they have great 
Satisfaction, and dwell in Safety. O how amia- 
ble are thy Dwellings, thou Lord of Hoſts, my 
Soul longeth, yea, even fainteth, with Deſite to 
enter into the Courts of the Lord; my Heart and 
my Fleſh cry out for the living God.” Thus 
there is nothing in this World ſo pleaſant to the 
believing Soul as the Enjoyment of God, either in 
his private, or public Worſhip. Here, faith the 
longing Believer, 1 may fit down with Pleaſure, 
and lay my Young, i. e. drop my Tears of Re- 
pentance, and pour out my Soul in penitential 

Sighs, as a Prifoner of Hope ; he'll receive my 
Sighs into his Boſom: he'll put my Tears in his 
Bottle. Being yet at home in the Body, I long 
to be diſſolved, and to be with Chriſt: He is my 
W Huſpand, 
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Huſband, my Father, my Friend, my King, and 
my God. I ſpeak from Experience, and can teſ- 
tity that © bleſſed are they who dwell in thy Houſe, 
they will be always praiſing thee; for one Day in 


thy Courts is better than a Thouſand : yea, 1t is 


better to be a Door-keeper in the Houle of the 
Lord, than to dwell in the Tents of Wickedneſs !” 
and if ſo now, what will be the Joys of Heaven? 


Therefore, bleſſed is the Man whoſe Strength is in 


the Lord, (whoſe Life is hid with Chriſt in God) 
and whoſe Heart travelleth in the Way with them 
who paſſing through the Valley of Baca (as God's 
People of old did in going to Jeruſalem to worſhip) 
make 1t into a Well; they dig ſo deep into the 
Valley of Humiliation, *till they find Chriſt, the 


Well-ſpring of Life. The Rain alſo filleth the 


Pools; God's Showers of Grace, Faith, Hope and 
Charity, fill their humble Souls with Righteouſ- 
neſs, Peace and Joy in Believing; and the Bones 
that were once broken through Unbelief, do now 
rejoice, Pſal. Ixxxiv. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 10. Thus the 
River of Life, that makes glad the City of God, 
and every Member of the Church triumphant in 
Heaven, drops down on every Member of the 
Church militant here on Earth, and fills their Souls 
with divine Joy, P/al. xlvi. 4. For they ſhall be 
abundantly ſatisfied with the Fatneſs of thy Houle, 
and thou ſhalt make them drink of the River 'of 
thy Pleaſure: For with thee is the Fountain of 
Life, Pſal. xxxvi. 8, 9. And becauſe they re- 
ſemble Chriſt, being one with him in Spirit, their 


God anoints them with the ſame Oil of Gladneſs 


here below above their unbelieving Fellow-crea- 
tures,, Now they love Righteouſneſs, and hate 
iniquity, Pſal. xlv. 7. Alſo deſire to dwell toge- 
ther in the Unity of Spirit, in the Bond of Peace, 


and in Righteouſneſs of Life, Eph. iv, 3. Be- 
| em 


hold ! 
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hold! how good and joyful a Thing it is for Bre- 
thren to dwell together in Unity. It is like the 
precious Ointment upon Aaron's Head, that ran 
down to the Beard, and from thence to the Skirts 
of the Clothing ;” wiz. to all Believers. In this 
Communion of Saints is included the Forgivenſs of 
Sins: For the Showers of Grace in Chriſtian Fel- 
lowſhip (where God beſtows his Bleflings) are com- 
pared to the Dew that deſcended upon the Moun- 


tain of Sion, where the Tribes of Abrabam aſſem- 


bled, and where God promiſed his Bleſſing, and 
Lite for evermore, Pſal. cxxxiii. 1, 2, 3. For God's 
Care of his Church is ſo great, when they wander 
from him like ſilly Sheep; which too often is the 
Caſe, that he orders the Trumpet to be blown in 
Sion, and to ſound an Alarm in his holy Mountain, 
that his People might be gathered together into a 
ſolemn Aſſembly, that they might ſanctify a Faſt, 


by Weeping and Mourning for Sin. Then will 
the Lord be jealous for his Church, and pity his 


People, Joel 11. 1, 12, 15, 18. Then this heavenly 
Dew, by Virtue of their Union with Chriſt their 
Head, and through the Operation of the Holy 
Ghoſt, falls down on every Member of the Church, 
the myſtical Body of Chriſt. All who are united 


to him, and become Branches of the true Vine, 


ſhall partake of his Fulneſs, and receive in the 
Aſſembly of Saints, freſh Manifeſtations of God's 
everlaſting Love, which was ſo bountifully poured 


on them by the divine Unction, or Anointing of 


the Holy Ghoſt, whereby they were ſet apart from 
the World, on the Day of their Eſpouſals with 
Chriſt, Which Anointing the Apoſtle ſaith abid- 
eth in them, and will teach them all Things, and 
lead them into all Truth. Such are-they to whom 
God hath promiſed eternal Life, 1 John li. 25, 27. 
and ſuch is their Priviledge; they are . 1 
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Faith, having made Peace with God through Chriſt. 
They are now of the Circumciſion, who worſhip 
God in the Spixit, and rejoice in Chriſt Jeſus ; and 


Lf 


have no Confidence in the Fleſh, Phil. iii. 3. but 
acknowledge their Sufficiency is of God, 2 Cor. iii. 
5. and that through Believing they enter into 
* 
People of God.” And he that hath entered into 
his Reſt, he alſo hath ceaſed from his own Works 
(from Working for Life) as truly as God did from 
his when he ſanctified the Sabbath Day, Heb. iv. 2, 
9, 10. Yet the Believer uſeth all Diligence to make 
his Calling and Election ſure, 2 Peter i. 1o. which 
he is enabled to do; having through Grace follow- 


ed Chriſt in the Regeneration, Matt. xix. 28. He 


proves him to be * the true Light which lighteth 
every Man (who is enlightened) that cometh into 
the World,” Jobn i. 9. And therefore he that 
followeth Chriſt ſhall not walk in Darkneſs, but 
ſhall have the Light of Life, Jabn viii. 12. Such 
are the Salt of the Earth, and Light of the World; 
who are like a City on a Hill, which cannot be hid, 
Matt. v. 13, 14. Therefore the Apoſtle exhorts. 
Believers (who have taſted that the Lord is gra- 
cious) not to forſake the Aſſembling of themſelves 
together, as the Manner of ſome is, Heb. x. 25. 
Becauſe in the Midſt of fuch Counſellors there is 
Safety, Prov. xi. 14. They being capable of 
directing Sinners in the Way to Heaven; for it is 
ſaid, The Saints ſhall judge the World, 1 Cor. vi. 2. 


They being Heirs of God, and Joint-heirs with 


Chrift, Rom. viii. 17, Having their Underſtanding 
enlightened to know the Mind of Chriſt, he faith 
unto them, W hoſeſoever Sins ye remit (or de- 
clare to be remitted by the Direction ef the Spirit) 
they are remitted unto them; and whoſeſoever Sins 
ye retain; they are retained,” Jobn xx. 23. The 

M 2 Spirits 


For there remaineth a Reſt. for the 
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Spirits of the Prophets are ſubject to the Prophets, 
Jo are the Spirits of Believers, 1 Cor. xiv. 32. When 
the Apoſtles perceived the Grace that was given to 
Saint Paul, they gave him the Right-hand of Fel- 
lowſhip, Gal. ii. 9. They being thus enlightened 
judge with the Wiſdem of the Juſt, whote Path 
and Judgment ſhines more and more until the per- 
fect Day, Prov. iv. 18. He that hath believed in 
the Merits of Chriſt, and firmly fixed his Hope on 
him as his ſure Foundation (diſdaining every other 
Prop) having viewed him by an Eye of F aith, 
knows him to be the only tried and precious Cor- 
ner-ſtone, which God (and not Man) hath laid in 
Zion, viz. the Church (he will not becauſe God 
ſaith) he ſhall not make Haſte, (to run from his 
Anchor of Hope) Ja. xxviii. 16. He will not 
be Diffident; for he knows there is no other 
Way (than what God hath appointed) to fave his 
immortal Soul. And therefore will not be carried 
about to and fro with every Wind of Doctrine, 
Epb. iv. 14. To whom ſhall we go, faith Peter, 
(when Unbelievers went away from Chriſt) thou 
haſt the Words of eternal Lite,” John vi. 68. 
* Chriſt is the Way, the Truth, and the Life,“ 
Jobn xiv. 6. And in this Way Believers go from 
Strength to Strength, till every one appears before 
God in the Wedding Garment of Chriſt's Righte- 
ouſneſs, in the Aſſembly of the Juſt, in Sion above, 
Ja. Ixxxiv. 7. Thus ſhall the Juſt arrive from one 
egree of Grace to another, and grow in the 
Knowledge of Jeſus Chriſt, 2 Peter iii. 18. And he 
will inſtruct the Ignorant; for to whom ſhall God 
teach Knowledge, or whom ſhall he make to un- 
derſtand Doctrineꝰ them that are weaned from the 
Milk, and drawn from the Breaſts ; them that are 
yet childiſh: and to them he will give Precept up- 
on Precept, Line upon Line, here a Little, _— 
| | A, e there 
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there a Little. That their weary Souls might reſt 
in God's Ways, and be refreſhed, Ia. xxviii. 9 10, 
12. By Pureneſs, by Knowledge, by Long - ſuffer- 
ing, by Kindneſs, by the Holy Ghoſt, by Love 
unfeigned, by the Word of Truth, by the Power 
of God, by the Armour of Righteouſneſs on the 
right Hand and on the Left, by Honour and Diſ- 
honour, by evil Report and good Report; being 
reviled as Deceivers, and yet true, as unknown to 
the World, and yet well known to Chriſt; as dying 
to the World and Sin, and behold we live; as 
chaſtened, but not killed; as ſorrowful thro* much 
Tribulation, yet always rejoicing that we are 
counted worthy to ſuffer Shame for Chriſt : as be- 
ing poor in Spirit, yet through Grace making many 
rich in God, and Heirs of his glorious Kingdom; 
as having nothing, and yet poſſeſſing all Things 
in Chriſt our Head, 2 Cor. vi. 6, 7, 8, 9, 10. For 
by Prayer and Supplication our Requeſts are made 
known unto God, Pbil. iv. 6. whoſe Eyes are o- 
ver the Righteous, and his Ears are open unto their 
Prayers, 1 Peter iii. 12. Who commands his 
ſanctified Ones, and his mighty Ones who rejoice 
in his Highneſs (which none but his mighty An- 
gels, and Souls juſtified by Faith can do) who are 
willing to obey God's Commands, to execute his 
Anger againſt his Enemies, eſpecially by the two- 
edged Sword of God's Word, Pſal. cxlix. 6. Jia. 
Xi11. 3. Angels are miniſtring Spirits, ſent forth to 
miniſter for them who ſhall be Heirs of Salvation, 
Heb. i. 114. 5 88 
TEA CH thy Church, O Lord, to lie before thee in 
the Duſt, on Account of ber great Obligation to 
thee for ſending protecting Angels is guard her upon 
Earth. And likewiſe for thy ſanctiſying Graces where- 
by the is become the true Circumciſion, which 1. 
* tber 
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thee in Spirit, and bave no Confidence in the Fleſh. 
Help us, O Lord, - to live to thy Glory, never to tarniſh 
the Croſs of Chriſt, which bath freed us from the 
Dominion of Satan. Neither let us grieve thy boly 
Sprrit, whereby toe are ſealed to the Day of Redempti- 
on. And although the Wicked, like prickly Thorns, 


are often vexing the Righteous (as was the Caſe with 
Lot in Sodom) yet wwe pray thee, forgive them, for 
They know not what they do, left at laſt they be bound 
up in Bundles, and according to thy Word, caſt alive 
into Hell, Matt. xiii. 30. ; Joy 


F 
CuR 1s appears a Man of War, teaches bis 


Diſciples to be Soldiers. Promiſes them glo- 
rious Titles, and to keep them from the Power 


of the Devil, which overcometh the World 


bis Temptations. The Bride views her 
Beloved on the bloody Croſs, ſbe groans and 
dies unto Sin. I ey 
TOW behold, and wonder ye Hoſts above! 
N and be aſtoniſhed, ye Sons of Men! that 
mmanuel himſelf ſhould ſtand in need of Aſſiſ- 
tance om Heaven, to compleat Man's Redempt!- 
on. For lo! a mighty Angel was ſent from God 
to ſtrengthen our bleſſed and for ever adorable 
Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chrift, in his Agony and 
bloody Sweat; who had juſt entered his laſt Con- 
Ai& againſt the Powers of Hell, and by way of 
Sympathy with our feeble Fleſh, he prayed if it 
| was 
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was poſſible that bitter Cup might paſs from him 
(which could not be granted, and the Church, his 
Bride, redeemed) and therefore, an Angel was ſent 
to comfort him, Luke xxii. 4. Experienced Mi- 
niſters alſo are commanded to, watch over Chriſt's 
Flock, and build them up in their moſt holy 
Faith. Faith is the Victory whereby we overcome 
the World, the Fleſh, and the Devil, 1 Peter v. 2. 
1 John v. 4. And thus through the atoning Merits. 
and. prevailing Conqueſt of the Captain of their 
; Salvation, they go on conquering and to conquer, 
Rev. vi. 2. For he hath promiſed never to leave 
them, but reign over them, guide and ſupport 
them, until he hath put all their Enemies under 
| his Feet, 1 Cor. xv. 23. Thus the Lord Jeſus is 
a Man of War, Exod. xv. 3. And appears ma- 
jeſtic in his warlike Dreſs, being clothed in a 
Veſture dipt in Blood, and his Name is called, The 
Word of God; for he accompliſhes the Will of God. 
is And he hath on his Veſture, and on his Thigh, a 
D Name written, KING or KINOS, AND LORD oF 
7 LoxDs, Rev. xix. 13, 16. And alſo he appears 
1/1 dy Faith to the View of his Saints and Soldiers, 
like unto the Son of Man, though in Glory, with. 
F a. prieftly Garment down to the Foot, and girt 
1 about his Paps with a golden Girdle (reſembled by 
that of the High- prieſt, Exod. xxviii. 8.) His 
Head and Hairs white like Wool, as white as Snow. 
175 And his Eyes as a Flame of Fire. And his Feet 
ike unto fine Braſs, burned in a Furnace; and 
his Voice as the Sound of many Waters. And he 
hath in his right Hand ſeven Stars; and out of 
his Mouth goes a ſharp two-edged Sword; and his 
Countenance is as the Sun ſhining in his Strength. 
And when the Saints ſee by Faith their Captain 
thus arrayed in glorious Majeſty, they fall down at 
his Feet as dead, dead indeed to their own — 


CI 
of obtaining Salvation without him, and prove it 
true that he that looſeth his Life ſhall find it, Matt. 
x. 39. For immediately Chriſt lays his right Hand 
upon them, ſaying, © Fear not, I am the firſt and 
the laſt, I am he that liveth and was dead (I died 
for your Sins, in your Stead) but behold! I am 
alive for evermore, Amen. And for your everlaſt- 
ing. Comfort, my faithful Followers! : 1 have the 
Keys of Hell and of Death, Rev, i. 13, 14, 15, 16, 
17, 18. All Power is given to me in Heaven and 
in Earth, Matt. xxvii. 18. 1 am he that openeth 
(the Gates of Heaven and Hell) and no Man ſhut- 
teth; and ſhutteth, and no Man openeth, or can 
open them, Rev, iii. 7, I am the Root and the 
Offspring of David, and the bright and Morning 
Star, (that uſhers in eternal Day to the Soul) And 
Iwill give unto every Man according as his Work 


ſhall be,” Rev. xxii. 12, 16. And this is the Work 


of God which he will graciouſly reward, even to 
believe in Chriſt whom God hath ſeat, Fobn vi. 29. 
And for further Encouragement, we are exhorted 


to lay hold of his Strength, and confide in his 


Righteouſneſs, without which we can do nothing, 
iſa. xxvii. 5. 2 Cor. xii. 9g. Our Lord alſo animates 


his Soldiers with that heart-chearing Promiſe, To 
him that overcometh, I will give him to eat of the 


Tree of Life, which is in the Midſt of the Paradiſe 


of God,” Rev. ii. 7. It is true, Chriſtians are 


taught to expect Tribulation, and ſevere Trials; 
The Devil will caſt ſome of you into Priſon for a 
Seaſon (God's Children are ſometimes permitted to 
be impriſoned. by Men, and ſometimes by Unbelief) 
for the Trial of Faith, when God hides his Face: 
et it is ſaid, He that proves faithful unto 
th (by relying and truſting on the Promiſes of 
God) ſhall receive a Crown of Life; and ſhall ne- 


ver be hurt (as an Unbeliever will) by the ſecond 


Death,” 
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Death,” ver. 10, 11. Again, To. him that holds 
faſt my Name, and does not deny, but conteſs my 
Faith, (me the Object of Faith, according to my 
Teſtimony) even where Satan's Seat is; I will give 
him to eat of the hidden Manna, and will give him 
a white Stone (in Token of Abſolution, z. e. full 
Aſſurance of Faith) and in the Stone a new Name 
written, which no Man knoweth, ſaving he that 
received it, ver. 17. Moreover I will give him 
Power over - the Nations, and ke ſhall rule them 
with a Rod of Iron, as the Veſſels of a Potter ſhall 
| they be broken in Shivers,” ver. 27. (Their Er- 
rors and falſe: Religion ſhall fall like Dagon; or be 
cruſhed as Nebuſbtan, 2 Kings xvili. 4. The Saints 
ſhall have Power delegated from Chriſt to judge the 
World; 7. e. by Doctrine and Converſation on 
Earth, and 'be an eſpecial Jury in the great Aſſizes 
in the laſt Day, 1 Cor. vi. 2.) And I will give 
him the Morning Star,“ Rev. ii. 28. to guide him 
ſafe on Earth, viz. myſelf, my Word, and Spirit, 
Rev. xxii. 16. And he ſhall ſhine forth like the 
Sun in the Kingdom of my Father,” Matt. xiii. 43. 
[ will likewiſe clothe him with white Raiment, and 
I will not blot” out his Name out of the Book of 
Life; but I will confeſs his Name before my Fa- 
ther, and before his holy Angels, Rev. ini. 5. 
Here let the deſpiſed Believer view his Happineſs 
in having ſuch an Advocate in the great Day of 
Retribution, when the Heavens and Earth ſhall flee 
away, and the Dead both ſmall and great ſhail 
ſtand before God (who is his Friend): Then ſhall 
the Books be opened, The Book ot God's Omni- 
icience of knowing all Things; and by his omai- 
ear Power will bring to the Minds of all the 
World every Sin they committed in Life, which 
were not repented of and pardoned. When the 
Spirit of Truth cometh, he will convince the World 
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of Sin, and bring all Things to Remembrance,“ 
Fobn xvi. 8. and xiv. 26. Then ſhall be open'd 
the Book of Conſcience before the Law : the 
Book of Sins committed under the Law; and 
likewiſe another Book of Sins committed under the 
Goſpel : beſides the Book of Life. Then ſhall 


the Dead both ſmall and great be judged out of 


the Records which are written in thoſe Books, 
according to their Works. And whoſoever is not 
found written in the Lamb's Book of Life (as a 
pardoned, Sinner, who by Faith hath received a 
Reprieve v:z, the Spirit of Adoption from the 
King of Sion) ſhall be caſt into the Lake of 
Fire, Rev. xx. 11, 12, 13, 15. But all Works of 
Faith, and Labours of Love and Patience through 
Hope, 1 Theſ. i. 3. ſhall obtain a Reward of Grace; 
and ſuch ſhall be received with Come ye 
bleſſed of my Father, inherit the Kingdom prepared 
for you from the Foundation of the World,” Matt. 
XXV. 34. Then it will appear no ſmall Privilege 
to have our Names written in the Book of Lite, 
never to be blotted out. And even now our 
Comfort is to have a Communication with Hea- 
ven, by our Union with Chriſt, who faith, © 1 
have ſet before thee an open Door,“ a Door of Grace, 
„ where thou mayeſt go in and out, and find 
Paſture” both for Soul and Body: For Godli- 
neſs hath the Promiſe of this Life, as well as that 
which is to come,” 1 Tim. iv. 8. Thy little Strength 
and little Faith ſhall never fail; for I vill not 
break the bruiſed Reed, nor quench the ſmoaking 
Flax“ in the weak Believer, Matt. xii. 20. But 
the deceitful Heart and Tongue ſnall be confounded: 
And I will make the Children of Satan, who conti- 
- nwally ſpurn againſt the Intereſt of my Goſpel, one 
Day worſhip before thy Feet; and let them know 
that I have loved thee, - becauſe thou haſt kept = 
+ Wore 
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Word of my Patience (and haſt borne my Crofs 
through great Perſecutions, and ſevere Conflicts 
with Satan) I will alſo keep thee from the fatal 
Hour of Tempration (perhaps from the Luft of 
the Fleſh, the Luſt of the Eye, and the Pride of 
Life) by which the Devil overcometh all the World 
(of Unbelieyers.) Thy Trial ſhall be but ſhort, for 
« behold! 1 come quickly, and my Reward is with 
me. Therefore hold faſt that Grace which I have 
given thee, that no Man take thy Crown!“ thou 
haſt obtained a good Report, beware of Apoſtacy, 
leſt thou loſe thy Honour. For him that over- 
cometh will I make a Pillar in the Temple of my 
God, and he ſhall go no more out; and I will 
write upon him the Name of the City of my God, 
which N new Jeruſalem which cometh down from 
Heaven : and I will write upon him my new Name,“ 
(i.e. my adopted Son) Rev. iil. 8, c. O glorious Time! 
when it ſhall appear, the holy City, new Jeruſalem, 
is come down from Heaven, prepared as a Bride 
adorned for her Huſband, © Rev. xxi. 3. All the 
Saints crowned with Glory, and clothed in fine 
Linen, being the Righteouſneſs of the Saints, and 
their Bodies ſhining Tike the Sun, ſhall then appear 
in ſuch Splendor, as the Heart of Man never con- 
ceived the Glory God hath laid up for thoſe who 
loved him, 1 Cor. it. 9. Every Saint thus adorned , 
ſhall be ſet as a living Stone in the Place appoint- 
ed by the eternal Wiſdom of the Father, who de- 
ſigned from Eternity to conſummate or compleat 
this ſpiritual Tabernacle in the Church triumphant, 
Ye alſo as living Stones are built up a ſpiritual - 
Houſe, ye being a choſen Generation * that Pur- 

poſe, 1 Peter ii. 5, 9. He ſaid unto me. If is done, 
i. e. in my determined Council. I am the Beginning 
and the End, faith the Lord Jeſus, Rev. xxi. 6. 
Therefore fear not, thou little Warrior, (young 
3 Begin- 
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Beginner) fight on through my Grace, till thou 
arrive to Glory. For he that overcometh ſhall 
inherit all Things, and 1 will be his God, and he 
ſhall be my Son,” Rev. xxi. 6, 7. I may. add, 
although thou mayeſt looſe thy firſt Love, and 
like the wiſe Virgins ſleep. with the Fooliſh, and 
be lukewarm in exerciſing thy Graces for a Seaſon, 
and Chriſt ſeem to ſpue thee out of his Mouth; 
(Yet he faith, © I the Lord change not, therefore 
the Sons of Jacob are not confounded”) I will bring 
my Wanderers home, none of the Purchaſe of my 
Blood ſhall periſh. . © I counſel. thee therefore to 
buy Gold of me tried in the Fire, that thou mayeſt 
be rich; and white Raiment, that thou mayeſt be 
clothed; receive my Grace and my Righteouſneſs, 
that the Shame of thy Nakedneſs do not appear; 
(for this is the Wedding-garment required of thee 
by God in holy Scripture) and anoint thine Eyes 
with Eye Salve, that thou mayeſt ſee” the excellent 
Oeconomy of Salvation appointed to redeem thy 
Soul; that is to ſay, by the Mediation of - Chriſt, 
in whom the Father is well pleaſed with all who 
truſt and believe in it. Therefore as thou art 
my Bride (by Decree) in my Merits and _Righte- 
ouſneſs only thou mayeſt make thy Boaſt; and in 
that Dreſs worſhip God in the Beauty of Holineſs. 
As many as I love, I rebuke and chaſten; be zea- 
lous therefore and repent. Behold! and ſee my 
Condeſcenſion, once I ſtoop'd to a painful and 
bloody Death on the Croſs, to purchaſe Redemption 
for you: now I ſtand at the Door of your Hearts, 
by my Spirit to knock (though I am in Glory), 
if any Man hear my Voice, and open the Door, I 
will come in to him, and will ſup with him, and he 
with me. To him that overcometh, will I grant 
to fit with me in my Throne, even as I alſo over- 
came, and am ſet down with my Father in his 
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Throne. He that hath an Ear, let him hear what 
the Captain of our Salvation faith unto his War- 
like Soldiers, i. e. what the Spirit ſaith unto the 
Churches,“ Rev. iii. 15 —— 22. Behold! the 
aſtoniſhing Grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, in tak- 
ing Care of his Church, viz. the Purchaſe of his 


own Blood, by trying their Hearts and Reins. 
Well. might. holy David ſay, 


- At Shepherd'i is the living Tord, 

© * Nothing, therefore I need; e 

85 Ty Paſtures fair, near e ana RENT IR 
| He ſetteth me to feed. TIO 


He ſhall convert boyd glad 15 Soul, 
Aid bring my Mind in Frame, 
Gln To o walk in Paths of Righteouſneſs, 
ANN x vim... g holy Name. 


711 as 


And ben I find myſelf near lat, 
Then doth he me Home take ; 
Condutting me in his right Paths, 

EV n for bis own Name's Jake. 


Aud 4 while Breath doth laſt, 
yy by. Grace ſhall me defend; 
And in the Houſe of God will I 
"I 4 for ever ſpend. 
| | See Pſal. xxiii. 1, 2, 3, 6. 


Obſerve « Experience of holy David, and mark 
well the Confidence he had in the Faithfulneſs of 
God! And well might the four and twenty Elders 
in Heaven (the whole Church, figurately expreſſed 
by 7 wenty four, in Alluſion to the Twenty four 
Orders of Levites under the Law, 1 Cron. xxiv. 4, 
Sc.) fall down before the Lamb which had been 
ain, and ang a new Song, ſaying, Thou art 

worthy 
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worthy to take the Book, and to open the ſeven 
Seals thereof: for thou waſt ſlain, and haſt redeem- 
ed us to God by thy Blood, out of every Kindred, 
Tongue, and People, and Nation,“ Rev. v. 8, 9. 
Therefore holy brethren, Partakers of the c 
Calling, let us rejoice, that is, praiſe the Lord that 
Chriſt was the Lamb flain for us from the Foun- 
dation of the World; and our Names written in 
the Book of Life, in order that we might not wor- 
ſhip the Beaſt, Rev. xiil. 8. Pur. workkip lm who 
died for our Sins, and was raiſed again for our 
Juſtification, Rom. iv. 25, Who ſaved us, and 
*called us with an holy Calling, not according to 
our Works, but according to his own, Purpoſe and 
Grace, which was given us in Chriſt Jeſus, before 
the World began, 2 Tim. 1. 9. © For before the 
Mountains were ſettled, while as yet God had not 
made the Earth, when he prepared the Heavens; 
Chriſt being deſigned in the eternal Decree, was 
familiar to his Thoughts, as one brought up with 
him, and was daily his Delight, . rejoicing always 
before him, rejoicing in the habitable Part of his 
Earth, (tor God calleth the Things that are not as 
though they were) and his Delights were with the 
Sons of Men,” Prov. viii. 25, 26, 27, 30, 31. Here 
we might obſerve the Heart of Chriſt was with his 
People, viz. his Ele&t, whom he was to redeem 
with his own. precious Blood, even before Adam 
was created. And when Adam was fallen, we find 
the Redeemer was ready to do his Father's Will, 
viz. To bruiſe the Serpent's Head, Gen. iii. 15. 
Fer in the Volume of the Book it is written of 
Chriſt,” Lo! I come, I delight to do thy Will, O 
God, Pſal. xl. 7, 8. And he ſaw the Travail of 
his Soul, and was ' ſatisfied, Ja. liti. 11. viz. To 
lay down his Life for his Sheep; © Which Sheep 
mall hear my Voice, faith Chriſt, and 1 _ 
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them, and they follow me (7: e. in the Regenerati- 
on, being effectually called from the Ways of Sin) 
and I give unto them eternal Lite, and they ſhall 
never periſh,. neither ſhall any pluck them out of 
my Hands,” Fobn x. II, 27, 28. Theretore let all 
true Believers ftand faſt in the Liberty wherewith 
Chriſt hath made them free, never to be entangled 
any more in the Sin of Unbelief, which will bring 
them into Bondage, Gal. v. 1. For it is by Faith 
we ſtand, 1 Cor. i. 24. God the Father, Son and 
Spirit, having loved his Choſen from Eternity, will 
love them to Eternity in the Man Chriſt Jeſus. © I 
have loved thee ( viz. the Bride) faith God, with an 
everlaſting Love; therefore, with Loving: kindneſs 
have I drawn thee,” Jer. xxxi. 3. And whereas 
Chriſt fays that no Man can come unto him, unleſs 
the Father draweth him, John vi? 44. Therefore 
God the Father draweth the Bride to his Son, ei- 
ther at the Third, Sixth, Ninth, or Eleventh 
Hour; in the Morning, Mid, or Eve of Life, 
Matt. xx. 1, Sc. And preſents her by his Spirit, 
in her Blood and Filthineſs, unwaſhed and unclean- 
ſed; as a fit Object of his Mercy and Compaſſion : 
The Son receives her into the Arms of his Love 
and everlaſting Favour ; and ſaith, All that the 
Father giveth. me, ſhall come unto me, and him 
that cometh. unto me, I will in no wiſe caft out. 
For I came down from Heaven, not to do mine 
own Will, but the Will of him that ſent me. And 
this is the Father's Will, which ſent me, that of all 
which he hath given me, I ſhould loſe Nothing, 
but ſhould raiſe it up again at the laſt Day. And 
that every one that ſeeth the Son by Faith, and be- 
lieveth on him may have everlaſting Lite,” Fobn vi. 
37» 38, 39, 40. The Holy Ghoſt, by divine In- 
fluence, in due Time ties the indiflolvable Knot, 
which is effected by the inward Unction or Anoint- 
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ing of the Holy Spirit (the breathing Winds) which 
ſeparate the Bride from the World, Fleſh, and De- 
vil, and alſo from Self and Selt-righteoutneſs, and 
Joins her to her everlaſting unchangeable Bride- 
groom, JESUS of Nazareth, who came to allure, 
ſeek and ſave her by his Blood, who before was 
loſt, Matt. xviii. 11. And as the Holy Ghoſt over- 
ſhadowed the Virgin Mary, and begat in her the 
holy Jesus, Luke i. 33. So muſt the Holy Ghoſt 
overſhadow, operate and inſpire the Hearts of all 
others that receive the Royal Seed, and who are 
begotten again to a lively Hope; or elſe Chriſt 
can never be formed in them, the Hope of Glory, 
Col. i. 27. Neither will they cry out like holy 
David, My Heart and Fleſh rejoice in the living 
_ God,” Pſal. Ixxxiv. 2. And our Lord faith to his 
Diſciples, that the Holy Ghoſt ſhould not only be 
with them (to overſhadow them, as a tranſient 
Gueſt) but dwell in them, John xiv. 17. Whoſe 
Anointing was to abide in them for ever, 1 Fob ii. 
27. And thus Chriſt by aſſuming their Fleſh, and 
giving them his Spirit, hath and doth eſtabliſh ſure 
Ground of Relation-ſhip between him and his Peo- 
ple 1n every Branch of real Kindred : For which Rea- 
fon he is not aſhamed to call then Brethren, Heb: 
ii. 11. For he faith, Thy Maker is thy Huſband, 
Iſa. liv. 5, And now being betrothed unto Chriſt, 
they have known the Lord, i. e. experienced his 
Love, Hef. ii. 20. Hence it is that the Spouſe in 
Conſequence of this ſpiritual Marriage, cries out 
in holy Extacies of Joy, ſaying, ** A Bundle of 
Myrrh .is my Well-beloved unto me, he. ſhall lie 
all Night betwixt my Breaſts,” i. e. in my Heart: 
To cauſe our Nuptial Bed to be green and: fruitful, 
Cant. i. 13, 16. She is now a Member of his Bo- 
dy, of his Fleſh, and of his Bones, in a ſpiritual 
Senſe. And although this great Myſtery may ſcem 
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incredible and impoſſible to Unbelievers, yet it is 
really ſo with regard to Chriſt and the (true) 
Church, Eph, v. go, 32. For as God cauſed a 
deep Sleep to fall upon the firſt Adam, and then 
took a Rib from his Side, of which he made him 
a Wife, and brought her unto him: * And Adam 
ſaid, This is now Bone of my Bone, and Fleſh of 
my Fleſh, ſhe ſhall be called Woman, becauſe ſhe 
was taken out of Man,” Gen. ii. 21, 22, 23. 80 
God, according to his eternal Counſel cauſed a deep 
Sleep to fall on Chriſt, the ſecond Adam on the 
Croſs, and then cut open his Side, by the Hand 
of a Soldier, as was foretold, Zech. x11. 10. For 
ſaith God, © Awake, O Sword, againſt the Man 
that is my Fellow, faith the Lord,“ Zech. xiii. 7. 
Then one of the Soldiers with his Spear pierced his 
precious Side, and forthwith came thereout Blood 
and Water, John xix. 24. Of which myſterious 
Spring proceeds a numerous Race ot new Creatures, 
who are the Children of the Promiſe, taught to be- 
lieve in Chriſt, as the atoning Sacrifice, and the 
cleanſing Laver; which brings Peace to the Con- 
ſcience, and Purity to the Soul. The Spirit which 
reveals him, influencing the Heart to love him, 
and forſaking all others, to become the Lamb's 
Wife, Rev. xix. 7. willing henceforth to honour 
and obey him, whoſe Yoke is eaſy, and his Burden 
light. And this divine uniting Love conſtitutes 
the new Creature in Chriſt, without which all Re- 
ligion is vain : for in Chriſt Jeſus, neither Circum- 
ciſion nor Uncircumciſion availeth any Thing, but 
a new Creature; and as many as walk according 
to this Rule of Salvation by Grace, Peace be on 
them, and Mercy, and upon the I/rae! of God, 
Gal. vi. 13, 16. God, having created the Bride, 
now opens the Eyes of her Underſtanding, and 
ſheweth her that without the Shedding of (her 
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Huſband's) Blood there could be no Remiſſion 
(of her Sins) Heb. ix. 22. And that ſhe was 
bought with a Price, and therefore ought to glo- 
_ rity. God with Soul and Body, which are God's, 
1 Cor. vi. 20. Likewiſe that the Blood of Chriſt 
cleanſeth the believing Soul from all Sin, 1 Fobz i. 
Alſo that God can be juſt, and righteous, as 
well as merciful in juſtifying her Soul, by the 
Obedience and Sufferings of Jeſus, Rom. iii. 26. 
And now ſhe being cut off from her own Righte- 
ouſneſs, viz. the wild Olive-tree by Nature, and 
ingrafted into Chriſt, the good Olive-tree by Grace, 
Rom. xi. 17. Every high and lofty Look is now 
brought low ; and the crooked Paths made ſtraight; 
and rough Ways ſmooth, Luke iii. 5. Now hath 
God made Peace with her Soul through the Blood 
of the Croſs, by the ſuffering Body of his Fleſh, 
through Death, to preſent her ever unblameable in 
his Sight, Cel. 1. 20, 22. And now in the moſt 
profound Humility, ſhe often looks on him, who, 
for her Sins was pierced, and mourneth in the 
Bitterneſs of her Soul, that ſhe was the Cauſe of 
Crucifying her beloved Lord, Zech. xii..10. Here 
the Holy Ghoſt inſenſibly mollifies her Heart, and 
engraves thereon her Huſband's Name, which is 
Love, whereby ſhe begins to know him, and grieves 
as it were to Death over her ſuffering Redeemer. 
And ſo ſhe travaileth, ſhe groaneth, and is in Pain, 
praying for compleat Deliverance from the Burden of 
Sin, while Chriſt is formed in her, Rom. viii. 22. Gal. 
Iv. 19. Here ſhe dieth unto Sin, by having an Eye 
to the bloody Croſs; ſhe hears his Groans by Faith, 
and feeds on the Merits of his Death, and views 
him that came by Water and Blood for her Sancti- 
fication, and Juitification, 1 John v. 6. For being 
juſtified by his Blood, we ſhall be ſaved from 
Wrath through him, Rem. v. 9. For by his Know- 
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ledge to redeem loſt Souls, and by making him- 
felt known unto them, . ſhall God's righteous 
Servant juſtify many, by doing and ſuffering his 
Father's Will, for he ſhall bear their Iniquities, 
Ja. li. 11. He came by Water and Blood to ſig- 
nity that he intended, and would not only juſtify, 
but alſo ſanctify and cleanſe her with the Waſhing 
of Water by the Word, Eph. v. 26. *© Not for 
Works of Righteouſneſs which we have done, but 
according to his Mercy, he faved us by the Waſh- 
ing of Regeneration, and Renewing of the Holy 
Ghoſt,” Tit. iii. 5. Here ſhe beholds the Lamb 
of God that taketh away the Sins of the (believing) 
World,” Jobn i. 29. and aſketh him, What are 
theſe Wounds in thy Hands? and he anſwering, 
* Thoſe with which I was wounded in the Houſe 
of. my Friends,” Zech. xiii. 6. Here ſhe views 
him who is inviſible, being every Way ſuitable 
to her Caſe, and fees him altogether lovely, Cart. 
v. 16. And as Faced put the Flocks to conceive 
before Rods, which being partly pilled, had white 
Strakes in them, in order that they might bring 
forth Cattle ring-ſtraked, ſpeckled, and ſpotted ; 
all which was to be his own, Gen. xxx. 38, 39. 
So God puts his Flock to conceive before Chriſt, 
prophetically ſtyled, The Rod of Feſſe, Ifa. xi. 1. 
Having firſt partly pilled him, when he made long 
Furrows down his Back, by ſcourging him in Pi- 
lates Judgment-hall, Pal. cxxix. 3. Mark xv. 15. 
And then hanged him on the Croſs, in order that 
the Flock might clearly ſee the Blood and Water 
flow down his facred Body in Strakes of white and 
red; of which Materials God .forms and creates 
his new Creature, or Image, in every Believer. 
And they being God's Workmanſhip, created in 
(and from) Chriſt Jeſus unto good Works, Eph. 
it. 10. Therefore, God alſo calls them his own 
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peculiar Treaſure, Pſal. cxxxv. 4. My Heritage, 
faith God, is unto me as a ſpeckled Bird, and the 
ipeckied Bird (the true Church) being adopted in- 
to God's Family; theretore the Birds round about 
are againſt her, Jer. xii 9. And the Bride, being 
ſpiritually produced oi the Eſſence of Chriſt's Blood 
(as Adam called his Wife, Woman), therefore, holy 
Men of old, being moved by the Holy Ghoſt, call- 
ed the Bride of Chriſt, a Chriſtian (or one anointed) 
The Holy Ghoſt honoured the Ditciples with Chrift's 
venerable Name, and called them Chriſtians firſt 
at Antioch, Act. xi. 26. God the Father now views 
his Son's Bride with great Complacency, ſhe being 
all glorious within (Chriſt dwelling in her Heart 
by Faith) and ſhe panting for Holineſs, crieth like 
God's Elect Day and Night, and prayeth with 
great Vehemency, ſaying, ** Teach me, O Lord 
the Way of thy Statutes, and 1 ſhall keep it unto 
the End. Give me Underſtanding, and 1 ſhall 
keep thy Law; yea, I ſhall obſerve it with my 
whole Heart. Make me to go in the Path of thy 
Commandments ; for therein is my Deſire,” P/al. 
exix. 33, 34, 35. Foraſmuch as the Eyes of the 
Lord are over the Righteous, and his Ears open to 
their Prayers, 1 Peter iii. 12. He immediately an- 
{wereth her Requeſts, and inſtructeth her in the 
School of Chriſt, directing her“ As ſhe received 
Chriſt Jeſus the Lord, at firſt, ſo to walk in him,” 
Col. ii. 6. Looking unto him, who was the 
Author, and will be the Finiſher of her Faith,” 
Heb. x11. 2. Look unto me (faith Chriſt) all the 
Ends of the Earth, and be ſaved,” Ja. xlv. 22. 
* And as Maſes hiited up the Serpent in the Wil- 
derneis, even ſo muſt the Son of Man be litted up, 
that whoſoever belieyech in him, ſhould not periſh, 
but have everlaſting Life, John iii. 14, 15. Thus 
by looking on him through Faith, having an Eye 
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to the Merits of his Sufferings on the Croſs, the 
Vail of Legality is taken away. And all Believers 
in a Meature, with open Face, beholding as in a 
Goſpel-glaſs, the Glory of the Lord, in the Face 
of Jeſus Chriſt; are changed into the ſame Image, 
from Glory to Glory, by the Spirit of the Lord, 
2 Cor. iii. 18. which is a Spirit of Love and Praiſe. 
« MWhoſo offereth me Praiſe (ſaith God) glorifieth 
mt: and to him that ordereth his Converſation a- 
right, I will ſhew the Salvation of God,” P/al. 1.23. 
The Bride having . received the Anſwer of her Pray- 
er, and God's Promiſe made good, wherein he 
faith,  ** Before. ſhe. (the Church) calleth, I will 
anfwer, and whilſt ſhe is yer ſpeaking, I will hear,” 
Jaa. Ixv. 24. For he anſwers the Cries of his own 
Spirit, who ſearcheth the Heart; and according to 
the Will of God, maketh Interceſſion for the Saints 
with Groanings which (in the extenſive Manner 
they are conceived) cannot be uttered, Rom. viii. 
26, 27. And the Bride, being united to Chriſt, 
(the Ele& of God) in whom his Soul delighteth, 

Ja. xlii. x. is made comely, through his Comeli- 
neſs, and acceptable in him, Zzek. xvi. 14. She 
being now all glorious within, and her Clothing is 
of wrought Gold, Pſal. xlv. 13. She, having put 
on the Lord Jeſus by Faith, can through Peace 
and Joy in believing, live happy without the ſin- 
ful. Gratifications of the Fleſh, Rom. xiii. 14. All 
Chriſt's Righteouſneſs, from his Birth to his Death, 
ſhe puts on as her own. He is called The Lord our 
Righteouſneſs, Jer. xxiii. 6. and Ferufalem, (the 
Church) The City of the great King, has the Ho- 
nour of bearing his Name, Fer. xxxiii. 16. being 
the Place of his Reſidence, and himſelf the Bride's 
Habitation, Pſal. xc. 1. and xci. g. She being now 
clothed with the Ornaments of Salvation, .the Bride's 
 Wedding-Dreſs, the beautiful Garments which ſhe 
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is directed to put on, Ja. lii. 1. (For unto her it 
was granted that ſhe ſhould be arrayed in fine Li- 
nen, clean and white, which is the Righteouſneſs 
of the Saints, Rev. xix. 8. And in this Dreſs 
worſhip the Lord in the Beauty of Holineſs, P/al. 
-XXix. 2.) God the Father, the King of Glory, 
now viewing his Daughter, his Son's Bride, all glo- 
rious within, and her Clothing, being fine Linen 
wrought in Gold, fixeth his Love on her, and in- 
vites her to take a Tour, and view her immenſe 
Kingdom, by walking about Sian, and going round 
about her, telling the Towers thereof. She is de- 
fired to mark well her Bulwarks (or Places of De- 
fence)- and . conſider her Palaces. Alſo God the 
Father would not have her be ignorant of her Pri- 
vilege, which ſhe hath gained by her late Marriage 
to his Son. He orders her to rejoice with the 
Church, and be glad becauſe of God's Judgments 
on her Enemies; telling of her glorious Match to 
ſucceeding Generations, viz. that this Faithful God 
will be her Guide unto Death, P/al. xlviii. 11, 12, 
13, 14. And what is it to walk round about Sian? 
but to walk by Faith, and view. all the precious 
Promiſes God has made to his Church or Bride, 


from the Beginning ot Geneſis to the End of Revela- 


trons. Theſe are the ſtately Towers, built by the 
high and lofty one that inhabiteth Eternity, for the 
Safety. and Comfort of his Son's Bride. Tell her 
Towers, ſaith God, number them, for they are all 
to Believers in Chriſt, Zea, and Amen; that is, ſure 
and everlaſting to the Glory of the unchangeable 
God the Father, 2 Cor. i. 20. All Privileges, 


Gifts, and Graces: belong to the Bride, whether 


Paul, or Apollos,. or Cephas, or the World, or 
Things preſent, or Things to come ; all are yours, 
and ye are Chriſt's, and Chriſt is God's, 1 Cor. iii. 
21,22,23. God, having convinced her of * ee 
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fulneſs to her Soul; orders the Bride to ſing a new 
Song of Triumph, in Praiſe to his glorious Name: 
and be telling of his Salvation (by Chriſt) trom 
Day to Day. And declare his Honour unto the 
Unconverted ; viz. That faithful is he that hath 
promiſed, and that he will bring ſafe to Glory, 


every Soul who is enabled through Grace, and 


made willing to be married to Chriſt, P/al. xcvi. r, 
2, 3. And that ſhe might ſee herſelf ſafe in the 
Marriage- Covenant, God gives his Word, his 
Oath, and Honour, as a Pledge for her Safety: 
For, ſaith God, I G will be as 4 Wall of Fire round 
about her, and will be the Glory in the Midſt of 
her,” Zech. ii. 5. And all Believers having ex- 
perienced the Truth boldly reply, God torbid 
that I ſhould glory, fave in the Merits of my Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt,” Gal. vi. 14. For all Believers are 
crucified to the World, and dead to the Law, ac- 
cording to the Meaſure of their Faith: therefore 
they adopt the Language of the Apoſtle, He 


that glorieth, let him glory in the Lord,” 2 Cor. x. 


17. and ſubſcribe to the Words of the Prophet, 
Let not the wiſe Man glory in his Wiſdom, let 
not the mighty Man glory in his Might, nor let the 
rich Man glory in his Riches : but let him that 
glorieth, glory in this, (viz.) that through my 
Grace he underſtandeth and knoweth me, ſaith the 
Lord,” Fer. ix. 23, 24. For I delight to ſhew 
Kindneſs to my Son's Bride: and it is my good 
Pleaſure to give her the Kingdom, Luke xii. 32. 
She is alſo deſired to mark well Sion's Bulwarks, 
vix. God's eternal Decrees, for now her Faith is 
Increaſed, ſhe might venture to read them, * For 
the Secrets of the Lord are with them that. fear 


him, and he will ſhew them his Covenant,“ Pal. 


XXV. 14. - Which Covenant is made with Chriſt, 
whom God hath given the Church to perform 1 
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ker Stead) all the good Pleaſure of his Will, 1/z. 


xlii. 6. And for his Sake alone, God hath pre- 


deſtinated and adopted the Bride into his Family, 
that ſhe might praiſe the Glory of his Grace, which 
hath made her accepted in the Beloved, Eph. 1.5, 6. 


For it is a Covenant of everlaſting Peace, that ne- 


ver ſhall be removed to all Eternity, Ja. liv. 10. 


And as David ſaid, ſo might every Believer ſay, 


Although Senſe might loſe at Times the Preſence 
of God, yet he hath made with me (in Chriſt before 
Time began) an everlaſting Covenant, well ordered 
in all Things, and ſure. Which Covenant I truft 
in for all my Salvation, and deſire no other, 2 Sam, 
XXi11. g. Great Reaſon had David then to truſt in 
this Covenant, when God had ſworn by his Holi. 
neſs, that he would not fail or lie unto him, P/al. 
Ixxxix. 34. The ſame Reaſon hath every Believer 


to apply God's Oath to himſelf, which is evident 


from God's Word, as follows, viz. ** Incline your 
Ear and come unto me, hear and your Soul ſhall 
live, and I will make an everlaſting Covenant with 


you, even the ſure Mercies of David,” Iſa. lv. 3. 


And again, I the Lord have called thee (viz. 
Chriſt) in Righteouſneſs, and will hold thy Hand, 
and will keep thee, and will give thee for a Cove- 
nant of the People, for a Light of the Gentiles : 
To open their blind Eyes, to bring out the Pri- 
ſoners from their Priſon- houſe of Sin and Unbelief; 
that they who ſat in Darkneſs, might ſee a great 


Light (through believing) That they might glorify 


my Name, for giving them my Son, to redeem 
their precious immortal Souls. For my Glory will 
I not give to another, neither my Praiſe to Men's 
graven Image- Righteouſneſs, Ia. xlii. 6, 7, 8. 
«* Now-unto us (the Church) a Child is born, un- 
to us a Son is given, and the Government ſhall be 
on his Shoulder; and his Name ſhall be called, 
ab | Wonderful, 
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Wonderful, Counſellor, The mighty God, The 
everlaſting Faiher, The Prince of Peace. Of the 
Increaſe of his Government there ſhall be no End, 
to eſtabliſh it with Judgment and Juſtice, from 
hence forth even for ever. The Zeal of the Lord 
ot Hoſts will perform this,” 1/a. ix. 6, 7. And this 
Child, God hath made Sin (or a Sin-offering) for us, 
who knew no Sin, that we might be made the 
Righteouſneſs of God in him, 2 Cor. v. 21. For 
he was wounded for our Tranigrefſiens, he was 
bruiſed for our Iniquities, the Chaitiſement of our 
Peace was upon him, and with his Stripes we are 
healed. All we, like Sheep, have gone aſtray; 
we have turned every one to his own Way; and 
the Lord hath laid on him the Iniquity of us all. 
He was oppreſſed, and afflited, and brought as a 
Lamb to the Slaughter, and opened not his Mouth. 
He was, taken from Priſon, and from Judgment,” 
condemned without Fault, and then cut off out of 
the Land of the Living, for the Tranſgreffions of 
his People. For it pleaſed the Lord to make his 
Soul an Offering for Sin, that his Seed-might be 
juſtified (viz. true Believers) and the Pleaſure of 
the Lord proſper in his Hands. And Chriſt him- 
elf foreſaw the Agony of his Soul, yet was ſatisfi- 
ed to die, to juſtity many: He laid down his Life 
for his Sheep, and bare their Iniquities ; and inter- 
ceded for the Tranſgreſſors, 1/a. Iiii. 5, 6, 7, 8, 10, 
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O Lord our Ged, grant that we might eſteem the in- 
valuable Blood which was ſhed by our adorable Re- 
dremer in his laſt Combat «with the Powers of Darkneſs, 
and daily view him in his Agony and bloody Sweat, 
under the Wine-Preſs of God's Wrath. Alſo when bs 
ſuffered the cruel Scourging in Pilate*'s Hall, when he 
gave bis Back to the Smiters, and at laſt his Life a 
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Ranſom for our Sins on the Croſs. May our Lord 
Sufferings by gaining the Bloody Victory, excite all his 
faithful Followers to renounce all ſinful Pleaſures here 
below, and count them but Dreſs for the Excellency of 
the Knowledge of Chriſt. May all who are become the 
Bride, the Lamb's Wife, aſpire after higher Enjoyments, 
fuch as eating the delicious hidden Mauna, the Con ſola- 
tion of the White Stone, and the Honour of ſitting with 
Chriſt in bis Throne, even as he is ſat down with bis 
Father in bis Throne, Rev. iii. 21. 


SESSLESEESSLSESRLEESS 


SECT. VII, 2 
God 's everlaſting Love to the Church. His 
Covenant of Grace with CHRIST in her Be- 


bal. And his eternal Decree to ſave ber be- 
- fore tbe Foundation of the World. 


Ehold ! now I ſhall endeavour to ſet forth the 
Covenant ordained betwixt the Father and the 

Son, no Doubt before Time began; as appears 
from the Words ſpoken under the Character of 
Wiſdom, © The Lord poſſeſſed me in the Beginning 
of his Way, before his Works of old. I was ſet 
up from Everlaſting, from the Beginning, or ever 
the Earth was. While as yet he had not made the 
Earth. Then. was I by him, as one brought up 
with him, and was daily his Delight, rejoicing al- 
ways before him. Rejoicing in the habitable Part 
of his Earth, and my Delights were with the Sons 
of Men,” Prov. viii. 22 —- 31. God calleth 
thoſe Things that are not, as though they were, 
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Rom. iv. 17. He foreſaw the Fall of Man, and ne 
Doubt, appointed the Means of his Recovery. 
Man being fallen in God's Account before he 
exiſted, and ruined himſelf and his Offspring. We 
may ſuppoſe, to illuſtrate the Point in Hand, that 
a Queſtion was aſked in Heaven, viz. Foraſmuch 
as Man had fooliſhly fold himſelf for Nought, how 
was it poſſible that he could be redeemed without 
Money, (or Price from fallen Man) and God's 
Juſtice ſuffer no Wrong? Ja. lit. 3. We'll ſup- 
poſe the myſterious Queſtion was aſtoniſhing to 
Angels, who all ſtood ſilent in the Court of Hea- 
ven, when the eternal Father, who knew what he 
intended to do, unfolded the grand Myſtery of 
Chriſt's coming into the World, the Son of God to 
die for Man; that he ſhould aſſume our Nature in 
the Virgin's Womb, to be qualified for the im- 
portant Truſt, Rom. ix. 5. and fulfil the Father's 
righteous Laws in our Stead, Mat. v. 17. and ſuf- 
ter Death for our Diſobedience, viz. The Juſt for 
the Unjuſt, that he might lawfully bring loſt Souls 
home unto God, 1 Peter iii. 8. And God's Juſtice 
ſuffer no Wrong : that God might be juſt, and the 
Juſtifier of all who through Grace believe in the 
Merits of Jeſus, Rom. iii. 26. And their Faith 
(not the Act of Believing, but the Object believed 
in) ſhall be imputed unto them for Righteouſneſs, 
Rom. iv. 22. And in Conſequence of his becom- 
ing Man, and humbling himſelf to the Death of 
the Croſs, Phil. ii. 8. God the Father covenants 
with his Son, ſaying, * Aſk of me, and I will 
give thee the Heathen for thine Inheritance, and 
the uttermoſt Parts of the Earth for thy Poſſeſſion,” 
Pſal. ii. 8. Thy Dominion alſo ſhall be from 
Sea to Sea, and from the River unto the Ends of 
the Earth,” Pal. Ixxii. 8S. For the Earth is 
mine, and the Fulneſs thereof; yea, * 
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- and all they that dwell therein,” P/al. xxiv. 1, 
Out of which a Seed ſhall ſerve thee, and it ſhall 
be accounted unto the Lord for a Generation, Pſal. 
XX11. 30. (Thus were we © choſen in Chriſt before 
the Foundation of the World, that we ſhould be 
holy and without Blame before him in Love,” Eph. 
1. 4. On this Account, Jeſus ſaid to his Diſciples, 
Te have not choſen me, but I have choſen you, 
and ordained you, that you ſhould bring forth 
Fruit, even Fruit that ſhould remain,” John xv. 16.) 
And this Generation of choſen People, ſhall from 
Age to Age, through Faith in the Blood of the 
Covenant, be imputed Righteous, Gen. xv. 6. and 
ſhall be always accepted in Chriſt the Beloved, Zh. 
1. 6. Who gave himſelf, for us, that he might 
redeem us from all Iniquity, and purify unto him- 
{elf a peculiar People, zealous of good Works,” 
Tit. ti. 14. But in his Righteouſneſs: ſhall they 
make their Boaſt; He is the Glory of their 
Strength, and in his Favour they ſhall lift up their 
Horn,“ Pal. Ixxxix. 16, 17. And at length they 
ſhall ſing a loud Song in Heaven, with ſweet Me- 
lody, when Time ſhall be no more; faying, 
„ Worthy is the Lamb that was ſlain, to receive 
Power, and Riches, and Wiſdom, and Strength, 
and Honour, and Glory, and Bleſſing,” Rev. v.12. 
Who hath redeemed us unto God by his Blood, 
out of every Kindred, and Tongue, and People, 
and Nation,” ver. 9. With what unſpeakable Joy 
will the dear Emmanuel rejoice over his Bride, 
when ſhe appears in his Preſence, clothed in her 
beautiful Garments, the fine Linen, which is the 
Righteouſneſs of the Saints? Rev. xix. 8. And 
her Beauty made perfect through his Comelineſs, 
Ezek. xvi. 14, O! how gloriouſly is the Church 
deſcribed when entered on her triumphant State 
Made up of a great Multitude which no Man can 
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number, out of all Nations, Kindreds, People and 
Tongues, ſtanding before the Throne of God, and 
betore the Lamb, clothed with white Robes, and 
Palms (the Emblem of Victory) in their Hands, aſ- 
cribing Salvation unto God which ſitteth upon the 
Throne, and unto the Lamb. And all the Angels 
ſtood round about the Throne, and about the El- 
ders, encircling the whole Choir. And both Saints 
and Angels, united in the fame ſolemn Worſhip, 
fell before the Throne on their Faces, in Token of 
Reverence and Homage, ſaying, * Amen, Bleſſing, 
and Glory, and Wiſdom, and Thankſgiving, and 
Honour, and Power, and Might, be unto our God, 
for ever and ever, Amen.” Thus the Son with 
great Delight views his dear-bought Church, who 
came out of great Tribulation, having waſhed their 
Robes, and made them white in his own Blood; 
Joined in ſweet Connection with the angelick Hoſt, 
to praiſe God Day and Night, for ever and ever, in 
his holy Temple, Rev. vii. 10, 11, 12, 14, 15. 
Thus we find the Holy Ghoſt exhibits the State of 
the Church in her glorified Condition, in the new 
Jeruſalem, the Church triumphant, Rom. xix. 7. in 
her full -Dreſs, adorned as a Bride for the Bride- 
groom, Rev. xxii. 1. Of which bleſſed State Saint 
John ſpeaks ſo familiarly and poſitively as if all the 
Redeemed were arrived thither, becauſe they ſurely 
ſhall; Grace and Glory being one with God! Grace 
is the Bud, and Glory is the Fruit. Bur let us 
take a Review of the Church, and ourſelves, ori- 
ginally: God regarded us in our low Eſtate; we'll 
ſuppoſe the Father ſaying, Son, thy intended 
Bride is in Miſery, but ſhe muſt. be redeemed by ' 
thy Blood, in order to be entitled to Heaven, and 
to be made meet for Glory above with thee : with- 
out ſheding thy Blood there can be no Remiſſion of 
her Sins, Heb. ix. 22. Neither will any other = 
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crifice (which are only Types) be ſufficient; Levi. 
tical Sacrifices being only Types and Shadows, but 
2 Body have I prepared thee, Heb. x. 5. Likewile, 
all Power is given unto thee both in Heaven and 
in Earth, Mat. xxviii. 18. I'll judge no Man, but 
do hereby commit all Judgment unto thee my Son, 
and none ſhall receive Life eternal, but thoſe that 
receive thee,” John v. 22. Now the myſterious 
Son, God's equal Fellow, Zech. xiii. 7. In whom 
all the Fulneſs of the Godhead dwelleth bodily, 
Col. ii. 9. Knowing that his Father's Will was to 
redeem the Church, ſaid when he came upon Earth, 
IJ came down from Heaven, not to do mine own 
Win, but the Will of him that ſent me,” Jobn vi. 
38. His ſaying in Time was the Index to diſcover 
the eternal Mind before Time began) He, I ſay, 
who is Almighty to deliver, immediately ftood up, 
like a Giant refreſhed with Wine, to ſmite his Ene- 
mies, Pſal. lxxviii. 65, 66. and broke Silence in 
the Court of Heaven, ſaying, Behold! I that 
ſpeak in Righteouſneſs am mighty to ſave my Bride: 
I' travel in the greatneſs of my Strength on this 
important Errand, [/a. Ixiii. 1. I have Power to 
lay down my Life to redeem her, and I have Power 
to take it again, having received this Command- 
ment of my Father, 'Fobn x. 17, 18. Therefore, 
Salvation being enſured by the eternal Compact, 
the- Bride's Happineſs is ſure and certain; I am 
Alpha and Omega, (faith Chriſt) the Beginning and 
the End. I will give unto them that thirſt after 
Righteouſneſs to drink out of the Fountain of the 
Water of Life freely, Rev. xxii. 13, 17. There 
ſhall be a Fountain opened in my Side (ſpringing 
from my Heart, in Conſequence of my Incarnation) 
trom whence ſhall iſſue Blood and Water, for their 
Juſtification, and Sanctification; in which my 
Bride ſhall waſh away her Sins, and Uncleanneſs 
2 upon 
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upon Earth, Zech. xiii. 1. And I will allure her, 
and bring her up out of the Wilderneſs of Sin, 
and cauſe her to lean on me her Beloved, Cant. 
viii. 5. She ſhall underſtand by my written Word, 
that I, even I, am the Lord, and beſides me there 
is no Saviour. And that before the Day was, or 
Time began, I am he that covenanted with my Fa- 
ther, to ſatisfy Divine Juſtice in the Behalf of my 
Spouſe. Alſo, as the Father hath loved me, even 
ſo have I loved her, Jobn xv. 9. And there is 
none that can pluck her out of my Father's Hands, 
Jobn x. 29. I will work out her Salvation, and 
none ſhall let it, J. xliii. 11, 13. | Hereby I'll 
cauſe her to know that I have loved her with an e- 
verlaſting Love, and therefore with Loving-kind- 
neſs have I drawn her unto me, Fer. xxxi. 3. And 
this Knowledge of Faith ſhall ſo work by Love in 
her Heart, that it ſhall make her willing to part 
with all her ſinful' Pleaſures, and impatienthy de- 


ſirous to crucify the Fleſh on my Croſs, till the 


whole Body of Sin (the old Man) is deſtroyed, 


Rom. vi. 6. So ſhall ſne put on me, the Lord Jeſus, 
and make no Provifion for the Fleſh, to gratify the 


Luſts thereof, Rom. xiii. 14. Thus wearing my 
Righteouſneſs, and cleanſed by my Blood, having 
my Spirit of Love formed in her Heart, which ſhall 
be as a Well of living Water, ſpringing up into e- 
verlaſting Life, John iv. 14, Then ſhall ſhe love 
the Lord her God with all her Heart, Soul, Mind, 
and Strength, Mark xii. 30. and ſo be made meet 
for my Glory. And holy Father, my Will is that 
they whom thou haſt given me, be where I am, to 
behold my Glory which I had with thee before the 


World was; neither pray I for theſe alone, but for 


them alſo which ſhall believe in me through their 
Word. And the Glory which thou haſt given me 
{as Son and Heir) I have given them, that they 
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may be one in us, I in them, and thou in me, that 
they may be made perfect in one (i. e. in God 
through Chriſt) and that the World may know 
that thou haſt loved them, as thou haſt loved me, 
for thou loveſt me before the Foundation of the 
World. I have maniteſted thy Name unto the Men 
which thou gaveſt me out of the World; thine they 
were, and thou gaveſt them to me. I pray wr 
them, I pray not for the World, but for them 
which thou haſt given me, for they are thine, and 
all mine are thine, and thine are mine, (by eternal 
Donation). And I am glorified in them, and now 
come I to thee, and theſe Things I-ſpeak in the 
World, that they might have my Joy fulfilled in 
them,“ Jobn xvii. 3, 6, 9, 10, 13, 20, 22, 23, 24. 
Here we might obſerve that our Saviour's Petiti- 
ons in Time, were to ſtrengthen the Faith of his 
People; for his Prayer was granted by the Father, 
and fettled in Heaven from Eternity, Pſal. cxix. 8, 
9. We therefore, by Faith, may hear the Father's 
Anſwer, ſaying, My well: beloved Son, all thy 
Petitions are granted, for it is alſo. my good Plea- 
{ure to give them my Kingdom, [Luke xii. 32. 
Now both Parties being agreed, all is Harmony 
and Love: the Council of Peace between the Fa- 
ther and the Son reſpecting Salvation, being ratified 
for ever. But the Covenant of Man's Redemption 
muſt be next recorded in the cloſe Rolls of the Di- 
vine Decree; that contains Bleſſings beſtowed on 
the Redeemed; this Price is to be paid by the 
Redeemer, which from Scripture Records we may 
collect as follows: whereas 1/rael, the Church, hath 
deſtroyed herſelf, therefore in God only her Help 
can be found, Hoſ. xiii- 9. Then the God-Man 
Chriſt Jeſus fore · ordained, freely entered himſelf, 
and was inrolled as a Surety in the Behalf of his 
Church, to anſwer all the Demands of the ww 
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Law and Juitice, conſequently to make an Atone- 
ment by Death, and therefore called, The Lamb 
Jain (or appointed to be ſlain) from (or before) the 
Foundation of the World, Rev. xiii. 8. that he might 
redeem his Bride from the Curſe ſhe had incurred 
through breaking God's Law; being made a Curſe 
for her. For it is written, Cur/ed_is every one that 
kangeth on a Tree, Gal. iii. 13. The Prophet David 
alſo ſpeaking in the Perſon of Chriſt to God the 
Father, faith, * Sacrifice and Burnt- offerings for 
Sin thou didſt not deſire nor require (but as Types 
of Chriſt the true Sacrifice) then ſaid I (the Re- 
deemer) Lo I come, as in the Volume of the Book 
it is written of me: for I delight to do thy Will, 
O God: yea thy Law is within my Heart,” Pſal. 
xl. 6, 7, 8. Here holy David being inſpired by the 
Holy Ghoſt, referred the Church to the Original 
Foundation of her Redemption, by Virtue of a 
Covenant made between God the Father and God 
the Son, and recorded in the great Volume or Book 
of God's Decrees, before Time began. For the 
Secrets of the Lord are with them that fear him, 
he will ſhew them his Covenant,” P/al. xxv. 14. 
It has been already obſerved that Solomon allo by 
Inſpiration of the Holy Ghoſt ſpake of Chriſt's de- 
lighting himſelf with the Sons of Men before the 
World began, with. thoſe no Doubt whom the Fa- 
ther had given him to . redeem, Prov. vill. 31. 
That the choſen Race was given him is manifeſt by 
Chriſt's own Words, viz. This is the Father's 
Will that ſent me, that of all which the Father hath. 
given me, I ſhould loſe nothing, but ſhould raiſe . 
it up again at the laſt Day,” Jobn vi go. Alſo St. 
Paul referred the Church to this ſame Covenant, 
between the Father and the Son, before Time be- 
gan, which is evident as follows: Paul a Servant 
of God, and an Apoſtle of Jeſus Chriſt, according 
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to the Faith of God's Elect, and the acknowledging 
of the Truth which is after Godlinefs. In Hope 
of eternal Life, which God that cannot lie promiſed 
before the World began,” Tit. i. 1, 2. To whom 
did God promiſe the Church eternal Life before the 
World began? Anſwer. To Chriſt, the federal 
Head of his Church, for Grace was given us in 
Chriſt Jeſus before the World began, 2 Tim. i. 9. 
The inſpired Prophet alſo ſpeaks as confidently as 
though he heard the Son ſay to the Father (when 
the Covenant was agreed to) Thy dead Men, 0 
Father, ſhall live, together with my dead Body 
ſhall they ariſe,” 7a. xxvi. 19. They ſhall be 
quickened by Faith in the Blood of the Covenant, 
in this World, who were dead in Treſpaſſes and 
Sins through the Fall, Eph. ii. 1. For by Virtue 
of this Covenant, God who is rich in Mercy, for 
his great Love's ſake, wherewith he loved them 
before Time began, even although they were as 
dead to God in Sin, as was the dead Body of Chriſt 
in the Tomb : yet he quickened them, and Chriſt 
together (in Effect) when he aroſe from the Dead, 
for his Life was the Ground and Root of their Lite, 
Eph. ii, 4, 8. And this was foretold by the Spirit 
of Prophecy, viz. Come, let us turn to the Lord 
by Repentance, for he hath torn us (in Chriſt our 
Head) and he will heal us, he hath ſmitten, and he 
will bind us up. After two Days will he revive us, 
in the third Day he will raiſe us up, and we ſhall 
live together (viz. Chriſt and his Members) in 
God's Sight, Hef. vi, i, 2. But why does God 
quicken ſome, and paſs by others, leaving them 
in their Sins? Becauſe he hath Mercy on whom 
he will, they ſhall certainly be quickened who be- 
long to the Election of Grace, Rom. xi. 5. and ta 
the general Aſſembly and Church of the Firſt- born, 
whole Names are written or inrolled in — 
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Heb. xii. 23. A Priviledge which ought to rejoice 
the Heart of God's People more than any other 
Gitt or Grace. Rejoice not (ſaith Jeſus) that 
evil Spirits are ſubject unto you: but rather rejoice. 
becauſe your Names are written in Heaven,“ Lake 
x. 20. This, it ſeems they knew, otherwiſe they 
could not rejoice. It is a peculiar Knowledge, 
which God, through infinite Mercy by Chriſt Jeſus, 
hath been graciouſly pleaſed to communicate to the 
true believing Church in all Ages. Holy David 
knew that in God's Book, all his Members were 
written, when as yet there was none of them, P/al. 
cxxxix. 16. And no Doubt but he ſaw his Name 
(through Faith) written in the Book of Life, when 
God ſet him up upon Chriſt the Rock, Pſal. xxvii. 
5. Saint Paul alſo when writing to a Miniſter at 
Philippi, to make up a Difference among the Bre- 
thren, ſeems to expreſs his Love and Care for them, 
becauſe their Names were written in the Book of 
Life; and on this Account (as Chriſt had done 
before) he bids them rejoice in the Lord, not in 
their Frames or Feelings, but in being the Beloved 
in Chriſt Jeſus, Phil. iv. 3, 4. And choſen in him 
before the Foundation of the World, Eph. 1. 4. 
The Knowledge of this, though not attained by 
every weak Believer, is attainable to all the People 
of God, who have received true Faith which works 
by Love, called The Faith of God's Eleft, Tit. i. 1. 
who know the Truth which makes them free, Jobn 
viii. 32, Having Chriſt in them the Hope of Glo- 
ry, Col. i. 27. Enabling them by the Spirit of 
Adoption, to call God their reconciled Father ; the 
Spirit itſelf bearing witneſs with their Spirits, that 
they are the Children of God, and Joint-heirs with 
Chriſt, Rom. viii. 15, 16. As it was propheſied 
that God's Choſen ſhould receive the Knowledge 
of their Salvation by the Remiſſion of their Sins, 
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Luke 11. 77. and overcome the World, and gain 
their Victory through Faith, 1 Jeu v. 4. And he 
that thus overcometh, Chriſt promiſeth to give him 
the hidden Manna (inward Abſolution) which none 
knoweth, but he that receiveth it, Rev. 11. 17, 
Thus by ſearching the Scripture, and by comparing 
them with their own Experience as ſome think, io 
others believe, they have eternal Life, John v. 39. 
Having through Grace given all Diligence to make 
their Calling and Election ſure, 2 Peter i. 10. They 
by Faith perceive their Names written in the Lamb's 
Book of Liſe, Rev. xx. 13. and can truly ſay by 
Heart- ſelt Experience, that God hath made Chriſt 
unto them Wiſdem, Righteouſneſs, Sanctification 
and Redemption, 1 Cer. 1. 30. And although the 
World by Wiſdom knoweth not God, 1 Cor. i. 21. 
Which makes the mourning Prophet aſk, Who 
' hath believed our Report, and to whom is the Arm 
of the Lord revealed? For there is no Form nor 
Comelineſs in Chriſt to the Sight of Unbelicvers, 
neither do they deſire him, Ja. Iiii. 1, 2. And they 
Tay (in their Hearts) unto God, Depars from us, 
for we defire not the Knewledge of thy I/ays, Job xxi. 
I4. (Therefore the Prayers ſpecified and offered up 
ro the Father by our adorable Redeemer are not 
pertinent, nor likely to be of Uſe to Unbelievers 
continuing fuch): yet to the believing Spouſe he 

is the chiefeſt among ten Thouſand, and altogether 
lovely, Cant. v. ro, 16. For he daily feeds her in 
his Garden of Grace with Milk and Honey, ſaying 
Eat, O Friends, yea, drink abundantly, O Belovea, 
Cant. v. 1. Therefore the Spouſe, like the buly 
Bee, ſucks Honey out of every Flower, i. e. im- 
proves by every Promiſe in holy Writ, and believ- 
eth the Words of her Redeemer, who poſitively 
declares, All that the Father hath given me, ſþall 
come unto me, John vi. 37. And the inſpired _ 
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phet foretold that Chriſt our High- prieſt would 
jurely make his Words good when he aroſe from 
the Dead, and utter the following victorious Words 
(Having finiſhed the Work God gave him to do; 
he aſcended into Heaven, as the Fore-runner of his 
Church, and entered the Court of Heaven as a 
mighty Conqueror, with Trophies of Honour !) 
ſaying, (Holy Father) © Behold! here am 1, and 
the Children thou haſt given me to redeem,” Ja. 
viii. 18, Heb. ii. 13, 14. But why ſhould I en- 
large? the Fall of Man, the effectual Working of 
Free Grace, and the Certainty of Salvation are 
proved. SET dos 4 | 
| I haſte to conclude my Epiſtle (being much 
longer than firſt intended). We have found the 
whole Houſe of IJſrael dead in the Valley of dry Bones, 
where Adam's Diſobedience left them: and the 
choſen Race brought ſafe to Glory, through the 
Obedience and Sufferings of Chriſt the ſecond Adam: 
For as in Adam all: die, and are dead by Nature ; 
even ſo in Chrift ſhall all (the Faithful) be made 
alive by Grace, to live for ever, 1 Cor. xv. 22. 
For he that believeth on the Son hath everlaſting 
Life : but he thar believeth not on the Son, ſhall 
not ſee Life, but the Wrath of God abideth on 
him,” Jobn iii. 36. The Doctrine is evident; let 
the Reader or Hearer look to the Application. If 
any unexperienced or contentious Perfon, ſhall fret 
himſelf, and diſaprove of the Doctrine, becauſe it 
aſſerts he cannot quicken his own Soul, Pſal. xxii. 
29, And haughtily ſays; If the Scope and Sub- 

ance of the foregoing Diſcourſe be true; that God 
newyand pre-ordained all Things, why doth he 
yet find Fault? for who hath reſiſted his Will? 
What is the Uſe of Man's Endeavours and Care 
for his Soul? Saint Paul anſwers thus: Who 
art thou that replieſt againſt God, ſeeing he hath 
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Power to make one Veſſel to Honour, and another 
to Diſhonour ?” Rom. 1x. 19, 20, 21. And does 
according to his Will both in the Armies of Hea- 
ven, and alſo among the Inhabitants of the Earth, 
and none can ſtay his Hand, or ſay, What doeſt 
thou?“ Dan. iv. 35. And let the Objector con- 
fider, that notwithſtanding all this, the Lord faith, 
* Strive to enter in at the ftrait Gate, (ftrive in the 
right Way) for many will ſeek to enter in (perhaps 
m their own Strength) and ſhall not be able,” Lake 
Xiit. 24. For no Man that ſtriveth for the Maſtery 
over his Sins, will be ever crowned, except he 
ſtriveth lawfully,” 2 Tim. ii. 5, Which muſt be 
done 1n the Strength of another ; and like holy Da- 
vid ſay, * The Lord is my Strength, and my Song, 
who is likewiſe become my Salvation,” Pſal. cxviii. 
14. Or like the penitent Prodigal, who ſeeing 
himſelt undone by his mad Career, and ſinful 
Practice in Life, having loſt his original Rectitude, 
and ſpiritual Senſes by the Fall: But having thro' 
Mercy received a Grain of Faith, he came to him- 
telf, and humbly ſaid, I will ariſe and go to my 
Father, ſaying, I have finned againſt Heaven, and 
before thee, and am no more worthy to be called 
thy Son, make me as one of thy hired Servants, 
Teft J periſh with Hunger.” (Now let us view an 
humble Supplicant on his bended Knees, his peni- 
tential Tears flowing out, and his Hands lifted up 
to Heaven, craving Mercy of an offended Father. 
The Father being moved with Compaſſion, pardon- 
ed and embraced his returning Son. Thus they that 
fow in Tears ſhall reap in Joy, P/al. exxvi. 5.) Till 
this is the Caſe, none of the Sons of Adam may expect 
from an offended God Remiſſion of Sins, and hea- 
venly Embraces, Luke xv. 16, 17, 18, 20. And 
whenſoever this is the Caſe, the penitent Sinner 


ought to conſider on what Account God hath been 
| pleaſed 
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pleaſed to work a Change in his Heart ; and adopt 
the Apoſtle's Words, applying them to himſelf, 
viz. ** Whom he did foreknow, he alſo did pre- 
deſtinate to be conformed to the Image of his Son; 
and whom he did predeſtinate, them lie alſo called: 
and whom he called, them he alſo juſtified : and 
whom he juſtified, them he alſo glorified. W hac 
ſhall we ſay to theſe Things? It God be for us, 
who can be againſt us?” Rom. viii. 29, 30, 31. 
Hence the converted Sinner may learn that Salvati- 


on is by Grace (according to the determined Coun- 


ſel of God) not of Works, leſt any Man ſhould 
boaſt, Eph. ii. 8, 9. And although by Nature, and 
previous to his effectual Calling by Grace, he was 
like a wild Aſs's Colt, and would not be guided 
by the Word of God, Fob xi. 12. Yet when Chriſt 
calls him by his Word and Spirit, and marks him 
with the Mark of his Sheep, of whom he ſays, I 
know my Sheep, and am known of mine,“ Zzek. 
ix. 4. John x. 14. Then the Called of God hear 
and know the good Shepherd's Voice, and follow 
him, becauſe he hath given them eternal Life, and 
they ſhall never periſh, ver. 27, 28. But ſome, 
through Ignorance of the Life of Grace in their own 
Souls, may ſuppoſe that the Effect of full Aſſu- 
rance will be Sloth and Unfruitfulneſs in God's 
Vineyard: but it proves to be quite the Reverſe, as 
appears in the Conduct of holy David; he knew 
himſelf in Favour with God, yet he prays God to 
waſh him throughly from his Iniquity, and cleanſe 
him from his Sins. Alſo, to create in him a clean 
Heart, and renew a right Spirit within: him. And 


again, Caſt me not away from thy Preſence, faith 


he, nor take thy Holy Spirit from me, Pſal. li. 2, 
10, 11. Saint Paul alſo breathed in Prayer to God 
in like Manner, deſiring to know Chriſt, and the 
Power of his Reſurrection, and the Fellowſhip of 


his 


ü 1 

his Sufferings, being made conformable unto his 
Death. Always preſſing on towards the Mark, for 
the Prize of the High calling of God in Chriſt Je- 
ſus, Phil. iii. 10, 14. Fighting the good Fight of 
Faith, laying hold on eternal Life, 1 Tim. vi. 12. 
Though he ſuffered the Loſs of all Things, yet he 
counted it but Droſs and Dung, that he might win 
Chriſt, and be tound in him, not having his own 
Righteouſneſs, which is by the Law, or by his own 
Works, but the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt through 
Faith, Phil. iii. 9g. He was not aſhamed of the 
Croſs of Chriſt, for he knew that if he ſuffered with 
him, and for his Sake, he ſhould alſo. reign with 
him, 2 Tim. ii - 12. For as the Faithful are Sons of 
God, and Joint-heirs with Chriſt, therefore, if 
they ſuffer for the Goſpel's Sake, as Chriſt their 
elder Brother did; they ſhall be conformable to 
their Head, and be glorified together. Thus faith 
the Apoſtle, I reckon that the Sufferings of this pre- 
preſent Time (which are but for a Moment) are not 
worthy to be compared with the Glory that fhall be re- 


vealed in us,” Rom. viii. 17, 18. Thus the Faithful 


in all Ages, would, like Moſes, *©* rather ſuffer Aft- 
fliction with the People of God, than enjoy the 
Pleaſures of Sin for a Seaſon , eſteeming the Re- 
proach of Chriſt greater Riches than all earthly 
Treaſure, having an Eye to the Recompence of 
Reward,” Heb. xi. 25, 26. And remembring the 
Price of their Redemption, being not redeemed 
with Silver or Gold, from their vain, worldly Con- 
verſation; but with the precious Blood of Chriſt, 
as a Lamb without Spot, who freely offered him- 
ſelf to God for them, according to the determinate 

Counſel of God, and his gracious Purpoſe, betore 
the Foundation of the World, 1 Peter 1. 18, 19, 20- 
Here then is great Conſolation and Joy to all true 
Believers, when they conſider their high . 
; above 
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above others, by being Diſciples of Jeſus Chriſt: 
Moreover, Aſſurance of Faith, and its good Ef- 
fects, the Doctrine we plead for, is confirmed by 
what follows; Unto you it is given (faith Chriſt) 
to know the Myſteries of the Kingdom of God: 
but unto them who are without (unconverted) all 
is in Parables, dark and obſcure,” Mark iv. 11. And 
this for want of an enlightened Underſtanding, and 
the Teaching of that bleſſed Spirit, who ſearcheth 
all Things, yea, the deep Things of God, 1 Cor. ii. 
10, But they who receive the Spirit of Adoption, 
and can call God their reconciled Father, can ſee 
themſelves ſafe in the Covenant of Grace; as the 
Scriptures of the Old and New Teſtament abun- 
dantly teach. To inftance in the former, we hear 
our Saviour ſpeak in the Canticles, A Garden in- 
cloſed is my Siſter, my Spouſe, a Spring ſhut up, 
a Fountain ſealed.” Here the Godly have the 
Pleaſure of conſidering themſelves as Trees of 
Myrrh planted, by God's Right Hand in the Garden 
of Grace: and Chrift as the Fountain of Life, in 
the Preſence of God in Heaven, continually flow- 
ing and watering them with Showers of ſpiritual 
Blefſings, Pardon and Peace, Mercy and Grace, 
Cant. iv. 12, 14, 16. Therefore they who have re- 
ceived the Life of Faith in their Souls, are no long- 
er idle Loiterers in the Market-place, but Labourers, 
yea, Workers together with God, in his Vineyard; 
and at the Cloſe of the Day ſhall receive Wages, 
viz. the End of their Faith, the Salvation of their 
Souls, Matt. xx. 3, 7, 9. Hence it is evident that 
the Love of Chrift conſtraineth his choſen Servants 
to Obedience of Heart and Life, becauſe they 
now they were once dead in Sin, but now through 
Faith in him, they are alive unto God. Therefore 
from henceforth they deſire to know no Man after - 
the Fleſh. ' For old Things are dene away, and all 
"WM Things 
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Things are become new: new Companions, new 
Converſation, new Peace and Joy in believing, 
2 Cor. v. 14, 16, 17. Conſequently the Deſire of 
their Heart is towards him, and. they cry out with 
the Spouſe, to him whom their Soul loveth; Where 
doſt thou make thy Flock to reſt at Noon?“ not 
only from Sinai s Thunder, and the Curſes on 

Mount Ebel, but from the Frowns and Sneers of 

N the ungodly World, the Deceit of Sin, and the 
Snares of the Devil. For why ſhould I turn a. 
fide from the Flocks of thy Companions ? Can. 
i. 7. Thus by Faith they offer unto the Lord, like 
Abel, a Free-will Offering, more excellent than 

Cain, or the faithleſs Generation, Heb. xi. 4. But 
the Unconverted, not having taſted that the Lord 
is gracious, 1 Peter ii. 3. nor received a Teſtimony 
that they are in the Covenant of Grace, and the 
Objects of divine Love; they generally murmur, 
and ſtigmatize the Doctrine of Predeſtination, and 
ſay, It brings Diſhenour to God, by making him 
the Author of Sin: which malicious Charge is 
falſe and blaſphemous ! may we convince ſuch by 
the Armour of Righteouſneſs and the Word of 
Truth. God L Man upright at firſt, and we 
ing nounc im v od, appointed him 
Lord of the Creation; 42 Glace cee Gar- 
den of Elen. And the Lord commanded the Man, 
e Of every Tree of the Garden thou may- 

t freely eat: but of the Tree of Knowledge of 
Good and Evil, thou fhalt not eat of it; for in the 
Day thou eateſt thereof thou ſhalt ſurely die,” Gen. 
41. 16, 17. Adam was now a free Agent, and had 
Power to obey his Maker's Will; the Devil could 
not ruin him without his Conſent : and although 
God knew he would fall, yet God laid no Conſtraint 
on him to diſobey, nor infuſed evil Habits into 
him, God can not tempt to evil. But Satan vic 
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Man's Happineſs, and beguiled Eve, and Adam 
hearkened to the Voice of his Wife, and then eat 
of the forbidden Fruit ; which ruined himſelf, and 
his Poſterity for ever. So here we find that the 
Devil, who rebelled in Heaven, and cauſed W ar 
there, was the firſt moving Cauſe of Man's Diſ- 
obedience in Paradiſe. And therefore Satan is the 
Author of Sin, and God is juſtified in his Sayings, 
and overcomes when he is judged, Rom. iii. 4. God 
declares himſelf a Savioux, but proves Men guilty 
of their own Deſtruction. O Tfrael! thou haſt 
deſtroyed thyſelf, but in me is thy Help, Ie. xlv. 
21, Hoſ. xiii. 9. Thou haſt ſold thyſelf (to 
be a Bond-ſlave to the Devil, &c.) for nought, but 
thou ſhalt be redeemed without Money; thy Po- 
verty ſhall not debar thee from Salvation, [/a. Iii. 3. 
God in Chriſt is the Author of eternal Life, unto all 
them that obey (or ſubmit to believe in) him, Heb. 
v. 9. Chriſt himſelf faith, © The Son of Man 
came not to deſtroy, but to ſave,” Luke ix. 56. 
And whereas out of the Mouth of two or three 
Witneſſes every Word muſt be eſtabliſhed,” Matt. 
xviii. 16. Therefore let God be true, and every 
(contentious) Man a Liar,“ Row. iii. 4. . 


T thank thee, O Father, Lord of Heaven and 
| Earth, for diſcloſing thy Will to thy Charch below, 
informing us, that whatſoever Things are revealed in 
boly Scripture belong to us and to our Children for ever, 
but ſecret Things belong to God, Deut. xxix. 29. 
Grant, O Lord, that what has been proved by the Au- 
thority of thy boly Word, might be blefſed to thy Peo- 
ple; and ſtrengiben the Faith of thine Ele, that they 
might wall more comfortably through this Valley of 
Tears. And may we all through Faith join with Saint 
Paul, and ſay, ** Blefſed be the God and Father of 
eur Lord Feſus Chriſt, who bath bleſſed us with alt 
Rf R 2 | ſpiritual! 


+ 6.1 
ſpiritual Bleſſings in heavenly Places in. Chriſt : 
cording as be hath choſen us in him, before the oy 


dation of the World; that wwe ſhould be holy, and with 
out Blame before Lim in Love,” Amen, Eph. 1. 3, 4. 
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Good, Warks, which are ** Fruits of F ab, are 
- acceptable to God; but Works done before Faith 


are not pleaſant unto him. The true Church 
 Judgeth rhe Wicked on Earth. A variety of 


| Dwoerfions, which the World call innocent 
_ Pleaſure, but the Scriptures call it Vice, and 
as fuch it will be 1 in 4 Des of Jul 
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E T us. next 8 chat. 8 Men, 
L attending to human Reaſon, and adhering to 
natural Religion, do ſuppoſe and believe that Men 
are and ought to be ſaved by their own good 

Works. Such Doctrine might be orthodox before 
Adam ſell, but ſince, it is antichriſtian, And re. 
vealed Religion by Scripture teaches us better, and 
ſhews us a more excellent Way. By Grace are we 
ſaved, through Faith (ſaith the Scri nn and that 
not of. ourlelves, it is the Gift of God : not of 
| Works,. le(t any Man ſhould: boaſt,” Eph. ii. 8, 9. 

And whereas Faith is the Gift of God; without 
Faith it is impoſſible to pleaſe him, Heb. > 6. © For 
whatſoever is not of Faith is Sin,” Rem. xiv. 23. 
Faith looks to Chriſt, and in him, Perſons and 
P tags accepted: therefore Wes Works 
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which are the Fruits of Faith, and follow after 
Juſtification, cannot be performed by an unrege- 
nerated Man, not juſtified by Faith, and therefore, 
not at Peace with God, Rem. v. 1. And conle- 
quently his beſt Works are not acceptable to God, 
(as all the good Works of the Faithful are) neither 
can they ſave his Soul, or adminiſter true Comfort in 
a Day of Trouble. But good Works which are ac- 
ceptable. to God, and follow after Juſtification, are 
the Fruits of that Faith which is given by the Holy 
Ghoſt, when the Soul is firſt quickened and made 
alive unto. Salvation, Gal. v. 22, And, although, 
Men are not to be ſaved by their Works; as the 
Apoſtle ſays, By the Works of the Law no Fleſh 
can be juſtified,” Gal. 11. 16. yet, ſhall Men be 
judged according to their Works, Rev. xx. 13. And 
all thoſe who through Faith have done good Works 
from a Principle of Love to Chriſt, and to promote 
his Glory on Earth, will be approved by him as 
meet for the Inheritance of the Saints in Light, 
Col. i. 12. Therefore they having done good, ſhall 
go into everlaſting Life, Jobn v. 29. While the 
Fearful and Unbelieving, who are afraid ot the 
Croſs, though: they have done many good Works 
in the Sight of Men; yet it being for ſiniſter Ends, 
like theirs who ſaid, * Wherefore have we fafted, 
and thou takeſt no Notice of us,“ Iſa. Iviil. 3. 
They expected to be rewarded for what they did; 
or dreaded; Puniſhment in caſe! of Negleck: there- 
fore, their Works, though good and commendable 
in themſelves, yet being done in a legal Spirit, or 
through laviſh Fear, will not be accepted of God, 
for want of Faith. And ſuch Men, not being juſ- 
tified, nor ſanctified, ſhall conſequently be ſentenc- 
ed by the Judge of the Whole Earth, as unmeet 
and unworthy to partake of the Inheritance of the 
Saints in Light, who are ſanctified through Faith 
55 1 
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in Chrift Jefus, AT. xxvi. 18. And therefore muſt 
have their Portion in the Lake of Fire and ſecond 
Death, Rev. xxi. 18. And a natural Man, by ar- 
guing that' he might be ſaved by the Light of Na- 
ture, if induſtrioufly inproved, without the Teach- 
ing af the Spirit, or Inſpiration of the Holy Ghoſt, 
bewrays his own Ignorance, and proves that he ne- 
ver had any divine Revelation, as a Love-Token 
from God: and therefore underſtandeth not ſpiritu- 


Heart of every Unbeliever) Men immediately 
ſtrive to keep the whole Law of God as a Condition 
ot Life; but they ſtrive in vain, their Babel Tower, 
or their Wall with untempered Mortar ſhall fall; 
they may endeavour to believe alſo, but ſt ill mif- 
carry, for Man can no more believe (without In- 
ſpiration} than he can reach the Stars. They may 
Detake themſelves to Prayer, pray oft, pray long, 
and pray fervent, and yet Guilt remains, till at 
length their Strength and Heart fail, and they be- 
gin to fink into Defpair. Such was my Caſe, and 
then in the Depth of Miſery was obliged to cry for 
God's Mercy, Deep calling to Deep, & was con- 
vinced of my Weakneſs and Ignorance, and faw by 
God's Word that to be carnally minded was Death; 
but to be ſpiritually minded was Life and Peace, 


Extremity, the Lord was pleaſed 
unity, and breathed on my 
revealing his Son 
Heart, Gol. i. 16. And by beholding him 
be a compleat Saviour, I began to entertain the 
1 of Glory, Coal. i. 27. Know therefote * 
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the lofty Looks of Man muſt be brought low, his 
imaginary Strength and Free- will Notions diſcard- 
ed, and his proud Heart ſink, ſo far at leaſt as to 
have no Confidence in the Fleſh, before God will 
reveal Salvation through the Death of Chriſt to his 
immortal Soul. Then ſhall the Scripture be tulfil- 
led; The Lord alone ſhall be exalted in that 
Day. Chriſt crucified ſhall be exalted, as Moſes 
lifted up the Serpent in the Wilderneſs, and then 
Man ſhall caſt his own Idols or Fig-leat Righteouſ- 
neſs to the Moles and to the Bats,“ Ja. ii. 11, 12, 
17, 18, 20. And in Order that Man might wor- 
ſhip no more Idols, viz. The Works of his own 
Hands, then all Believers ſhall with Comfort re- 
member Chriſt the Rock, from whence they were 
hewn, and conſider that all God's Promiſes to them 
in him are, Tea and Amen; and with grateful 
Hearts refle& on the Hole of the Pit, or deep 
Deſpair from whence, through his Grace, they 
were digged, and brought into the Knowledge of 
God, Jia. li. 1. This Conſideration hath a Ten- 
dency to humble the proud Heart, and keep down 
Ipicitual Pride, and agreeable to the Exhortation of 
the Apoſtle, as we received Chriſt Jeſus the Lord, 
in a Spirit of Humility and Self. denial at. firſt, ſo 
to walk in him, Col. ii. 6. God doth not find 
Men holy, but calls them to be holy, as Abraham 
was called by God when he was an Idolater, and 
polluted in his Sin, to believe in Chriſt, who was 
to come to ſave Sinners, and he ſaw his Day, and 
was glad, Jabs viii. 56. In a ſimilar State did 
God find all his choſen. People, Zzek. xvi. 3, 6. 
And all the ſpiritual Seed of Abraham are called by 
God from Idolatry, or Worſhiping their own 

Works, to ſee Chriſt's Day, and to receiye free 
Salvation through his Blood and Righteouſneſs. 
For, as the Spirit of God enlightened Abraham to 


ſee 
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ee Chriſt's Day; fo doth the Spirit of Chriſt, a» 
a Day- Star, ariſe in every Believer's Heart, 2 Peter 
i. 19. And then, through Faith, he is bleſſed with 
faithful Abraham, Gal. iti. 9. ' Thus, the great Fa- 
ther of the Univerſe, daily faith “ to the North, 
Give up; and to the South, Keep not back: bring 
my Sons from far, and my Daughters from the 
Ends of the Earth; for J have created them for my 
Glory,“ Ia. xliii. 6, 7. But when God creates a 
dead Soul a- new in Chriſt Jeſus, and tranſlates him 
from the State of Nature into the Kingdom of 
Grace, which indeed is Glory in the Bud. When 
the Life of God is infuſed into a deſpairing Sinner's 
Soul; who can comprehend the Length, and 
Breadth, the Depth, and Height of the Love of 
Chriſt, that paſſeth Knowledge : and who can ex- 
preſs what the Soul feels when filled with the Ful- 
neſs of God? Eph. in. 18, 19. Well might Chriſt 
fay to ſuch a Soul, that the Kingdom of Heaven 
is within him, Lake''xvii. 21. And well might 
Chriſt call it the bidden Manna, which none -know- 
eth but him that receiveth it, Rev. ii. 17. And, 
well might the bleſſed Spouſe cry out in holy Ex- 
taſy that the Love of Chriſt is better than Wine,” 
Cant. i. 2. And this Love of God ſhed abroad in 
the Soul, is what Saint Paul looks upon to be a 
more excellent Way to Heaven than any other Gift 
God has beſtowed on the Church; which he calls 
Charity; i. e. Love, or the Inſpiration of the Holy 
Ghoſt, who delighteth to inſtruct poor Pilgrims in 
the Path of Life, being firſt awakened by the Spirit 
ef Truth, Jab. xvi. 8. So do all experienced Chriſtians 
deſire to leave their Teſtimony behind them 
for the ſame Purpoſe. We know that Love is the 
moſt ſuperior and conquering Grace, infuſed 
Degrees into a convinced, convicted, and ſc - 
condemned Heart; by the TER , = 
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knocketh at the Door of a diſtreſſed Soul, to let 
the King of Glory in. But this divine Ray of 
Light and Love 1s often at firſt fo weak, that Satan 
_ almoſt quenches it through Unbelief, and holds a 
Conteſt with the Holy Spirit in ſome ef God's 
People for many Years, and keeps the Soul in 
Bondage. At other Times it is the Lord's Plea- 
ſure to conquer Satan, and caſt him out in one 
Day, as was the Caſe with Zaccbeus, Luke xix. 8, g. 
But in general the Holy Spirit gains the Heart by 
Degrees, by infuſing a greater Meaſure of Light 
and Love into the Diſtreſſed: and knocks more 
earneſtly, intreating the Soul to open the everlaſting 
Doors to let the King of Glory in. The poor 
Soul fearing a. Deluſion from Satan, aſketh, bo is 
_ the King of Glory? Anſwer, It is the Lord of Hoſts, 
mighty in Battle, he is the King of Glory. The 
trembling Soul faith, 4 I have at ſundry Times 
entertained ſome Hopes, that it was the King of 
Glory who knocked at the Door of my diſconſolate 
Heart, and gave me ſome Manifeſtations of his 
Love; but his Viſits were tranſient, . and after- 
wards the Enemy coming in like a Flood, hath 
opened to my View both ſenſual and diabolical 
Inclinations, which always keep me in Fear and 
Doubt leaſt my treacherous Heart ſhould be-lock'd 
up by Satan, in the damning Sin of Unbehet,” 
Mark xvi. 16. The King replies, Have Faith 
in God, for without me ye can do Nothing. And 
believe my Words, for I have loved thee with an 
everlaſting Love, therefore with Loving-kingdneſs 
have I (fo often) drawn thee unto me,” Jer: xxxi. 
3. The Soul faith, * Oh! that I knew I ſhould 
never loſe thy Love.” Then faith the King, 
He that believeth in me, and truſteth his Soul 
to my Keeping, ſhall have eternal Life, and ſhall 
never periſh, neither * any pluck him out of 
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my Hand,” John x. 28. And then inſpires the 
Soul with divine Joy, which is unſpeakable and 
full of Glory, 1 Peter i. 8. Thus Love opens the 
everlaſting Doors of the Soul, and then the King of 
Glory rides in triumphantly, and takes Poſſeſſion 
of the penitent Heart of his Bride, P/al. xxiv. 7, 
8, 10. The Victory being gained, and the ſtrong 
Man armed caſt out; now the wild Olive Tree 
(whereon hanged all her Hopes through legal Du- 
ties) muſt be taken up by the Roots, out of the 
Garden of Nature, and Chriſt the Tree of Life, 
Rev. xxii. 2. implanted in its Room, which bears 
the Fruits of the Spirit, viz. Love, Foy, Peace, &c. 
Gal. v. 22. till the Bride is raviſhed with his roy- 
al and divine Preſence, and her Cup like holy Da- 
vid's runs over, Pſal. xxiii. 5. She being abaſhed 
through a Senſe of her Unworthineſs and paſt In- 
credulity, begs her gracious Donor to ſtop his 
liberal Hand, being aſtoniſhed with Admiration at 
ſuch rapturous Joy! Henceforth ſhe receives her 
glorious Redeemer, not only as her Huſband, but 
alſo as a Prophet to teach, a King to ſubdue, and 
a Prieſt to atone. For he is become her Wiſdom, 
Righteouſneſs, Sanctification, and Redemption, 
1 Cor. i. 30. And ſhe can call Chriſt her Lord, 
by the Holy Ghoſt, 1 Cor. xii. 3. (Which none 
can do by Nature.) And now ſhe loves the 
Lord her God with all her Heart, Soul, Mind and 
Strength. And Jeſus ſaith, © It a Man love me, 
he will keep my Words, and my Father will love 
him, and we will come unto him, and make our 
Abode with him,” John xiv. 23. No Doubt to 
erect a Throne of Grace in ſuch Hearts where our 
Saviour faith that the Kingdom of Heaven is with- 
in them, Luke xvii. 21. And as the Angel in the 
Kingdom of Glory ſhewed Saint Jobn the Divine, 
* A pure River of Water of Lite, clear 28 

| Cryſtal, 
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Cryſtal, proceeding out of the Throne of God 
and the Lamb. In the Midſt of the Street of it, 
and of either Side of the River, was there the 
Tree of Life, which bare twelve Manner of Fruit,” 
Rev. xxii. 1, 2. Doubtleſs this hath an Alluſion 
to the Kingdom of Grace, for in a ſimilar Man- 
ner the Angel of the Covenant ſheweth his Church 
the pure River of Life, God's everlaſting Love to 
his Saints, in the Covenant of Grace, flowing from 
Eternity to Eternity, proceeding from the Throne 
of God and the Lamb, which is erected in every 
Believer's Heart, where the Kingdom of Heaven 
is ſaid to be, and where Mercy and Truth are met 
together; Righteouſneſs and Peace have kiſſed 
each other, Pſal. Ixxxv. 10. And here God is 
ſaid to be juſt, and the Juſtifier of him; that be- 
lieveth in Jeſus, Rom. iii. 26. For Chriſt being 
ſlain, and redeemed us to God by his Blood, Rev. 
v. 9. and opened the cleanſing Fountain, Zech. 
xili. 1. Therefore the River of God's Love, which 
is a River of Life, being purchaſed by Chriſt, has 
4 juſt Right to run from the Throne of God and 
the Lamb, for the Benefit of the Church, as clear 
as Cryſtal to the Ideas of the Saints (not ſullied 
by Sin) who are invited to drink of the Water of 
Life freely, Rev. xxii. 27. Moreover in the Midſt 
of the Street, in the Path of Life where Pilgrims 
walk, and in each Side of the River of God's 
Love is Chriſt the Tree of Life, planted in the 
Believer's Heart, bearing all the Fruits of Grace 
here (which is Glory in the Bud) and when he 
paſſeth over the River Jordan, he ſhall partake of 
the ripe Fruits of the Tree of Life in Glory. And 
although thoſe Evidences are not ſo clearly reveal- 
ed to all God's Iſrael, yet all are exhorted to ſtrive 
for it, by adding to their Faith Virtue, and to Vir- 
tue Knowledge, with Godlineſs, * 
| * | an 
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and Charity, or unfeigned Love to God and Man, 
2 Peter 1. 6, 7. Praying always with all Prayer 
and Supplication in the Spirit, and watching there, 
unto with all Perfeverance,” Eph. vi. 18. But wh 
God hath choſen ſome in Chriſt before the Founda- 
tion of the World, Eph. i. 4. and not others? We 
know not, but as we obſerved already, God can 
do what he will with his own: and Scripture in- 
forms us, that he © predeſtinated ſome unto the 
Adoption of Children by Jeſus Chriſt to himſelf, 
according to the good Pleaſure of his Will; to the 
Praiſe of the Glory of his Grace, wherein he hath made 
them accepted in the Beloved,” Eph. i. 3, 6. That 
the Purpoſe of God's Election might ſtand, not of 
Works, but of him that calleth,” Rom. ix. 11. There- 
fore © thoſe Things which are revealed, and left upon 
Record tor our Inſtruction, belong to us, and to our 
Children, but ſecret Things belong to God,” Deqt, 
xxix. 29. Foraſmuch then as the Holy Ghoſt re- 
veals the Mind of God unto his People, through 
the Scriptures, whereby Saints ſhall judge the 
World, as Witneſſes for the Truth, 1 Cor. vi. 2. 
Therefore in whatſoever Company they be, they 
are no leſs than the King's Spies; and do inſpect 
into the ill Conduct, and rebellious Practices of 
his Enemies. And they have Dove's Eyes, quick 
to diſcern Truth from Error, Cant. i. 15. And 
whereſoever they diſcover any diſorderly Perſons, 
walking contrary. to his Laws, they immediately 
make Report to their King, by ſighing and griev- 
ing tor their Impiety. And he that ſearcheth the 
Heart, knoweth the Mind of his own Spirit in his 
People, Rom. viii. 27. And as he ſaid once, bo 
toucheth my Clothes? knowing Virtue was gone out 
ot him, when the Woman who had an Iſſue of 
Blood, touched the Hem of his Garment by Faith, 
and was healed from her Plague, Mark v. 27, 29, 30: 
2 0 
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So now he feels the Sorrow and Grief his own Spi— 
rit bears in his People, and how they fill up that 
which is behind of the Afflictions of Chriſt in their 
Fleth, Cel. 1. 24, As did alſo juſt Lot, who was 
vexcd with the filthy Converſation of the Wicked, 
who grieved his righteous Soul from Day to Day 
with their unlawtul Deeds, 2 Peter 11. 7, 8, 9. And 
when his Saints are grieved, God 1s angry with 
thoſe who are the Cauſe of it, For whoſcever 
toucheth them, toucheth the Apple of his Eye,” 
Zech. ii. 8. And as the Wicked grieve the Righte- 
ous trom Day to Day; ſo God is angry with the 
Wicked every Day,” Pſal. vii. 11. And therefore 
is reſolved what to do, viz. In the Day of Recom- 
pence, God's Eyes being over the Righteous to do 
them Good, 1 Peter iii. 12. He orders his Angels 
to ſet a Mark on the Foreheads of the Mea that 
ſigh, and grieve for the Ungodlineſs of the Wick- 
ed: and then deſtroy the Impenitent without Pity; 
but not to come near any one on whom is the Mark, 
Ezek. ix. 4, 5, 6. To the ſame Purpoſe it is ſaid, 
* Touch not mine Anointed, and do my Prophets 
no Harm, 1 Cor. xvi. 22. And again God faith, 
Hurt not the Earth, nor the Sea, till the Ser- 
vants of God are ſealed with a (diſtinguiſhing) 
Mark in their Foreheads,” Rev. vii. 3 

took particular Care of Lot in Sodom; for “ while 
he lingered, the Angels laid hold upon his Hand, 
and brought him without the City: and ſaid, Eſ- 
cape for thy Life; for I cannot deſtroy Sodom till 


thou art got ſaſe to Zoar. But as ſoon as Lot had 
arrived thither, then the Lord rained upon Sodom 


and Gomorrab Brimſtone and Fire out of Heaven, 
till they were deſtroyed,” Gen. xix. 16, 17, 22, 23, 
24. Thus the Lord knoweth how to deliver the 
Godly ; and to reſerve the Wicked unto the Day 
of Judgment to be puniſhed, 2 Peter ii. 9. Uo 
vert 


1 

verted Men little think how God and good Men 
notice them; and how they expoſe themſelves in 
the Preſence of the Juſt who live by Faith, Heb. ii. 

And what a Diſgrace it will be to them to be 
wilfully ignorant of Salvation. True it is that 
« ſome have not the Knowledge of God,” but 
this is their Shame, 1 Cor. xv. 3, 4. And every 
Unbeliever is more or leſs aſhamed of the Goſpel, 
having no Intereſt therein (except his Death War- 
rant. So very great is the Fall of Man from God! 
that the Apoſtle juſtly obſerves where he aſketh, 
What Communion hath Light with Darkneſs ? 
and what Concord hath Chriſt with Belial ?” and 
what Part hath a Believer with unconverted Men? 
2 Cor. vi. 14, 15. Nay they abominate each other, 
Prov. xxix. 27. Yet, notwithſtanding, all Men 
are dead to God, for in Adam all died, and fo re- 
main 'till Chriſt makes them alive by a new Birth, 
1 Cor. xv. 22. And Jeſus tells us that © except 2 
Man be born again, he cannot ſee the Kingdom of 
God. What then ? he ſhall die in his Sins, and 
be reprobated from Chriſt for ever! © For if any 
Man hath not the Spirit of Chriſt, he is none of 
his,” Rom. viii. g. Yet Men by Nature are fo ex- 
pert in all worldly Affairs, yea, notwithſtanding 
tpiritual Ignorance, that in their Generation they 
are wiſer than the Children of Light, Luke xvi. 8. 


Proud Man will not believe that his Eyes are blind, 


and his Ears deaf, before God calls him by his 
Grace, Ila. xliii. 8. And therefore, either openly 
or tacitly aſketh, © Who are the Wicked whom 
God will punifh if they die without Repentance ? 
and who are they of whom it is ſaid, that where 
Chriſt- is, they cannot come? Jobn viii. 21. The 
Scriptures anſwer, All who delight in the Works 
of the Fleſh, Adultery, Fornication, Uncleanneſs, 
Laciviouſneſs, Covetouſneſs, which is * 

Itch- 
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Witchcraft, Hatred, Wrath, Strife, Seditions, 
Hereſies, Envyings, Murders, Drunkenneſs, Re- 
vellings, and ſuch like, which doubtleſs includes 
and condemns all unlawful Gaming, Maſquerades, 
Dancing, Play-houſes, Horſe- racing, Cock-fight- 
ing, Bull- baiting, Cudgel- playing, Sabbath- break- 
ing, Card- playing, or any other ſinful Diverſions, 
which tend to diſhonour God's Word, and bring no 
Glory unto his holy Name. The Apoſtle ſays, 
« that they which do ſuch Things ſhall not inherit 
the Kingdom of God, Gel. v. 19, 20, 21. For they 
are Traitors to true Religion, and Deſpiſers of 
thoſe that are good ; heady, high-minded, Lovers 
of Pleaſure more than Lovers of God. Having a 
Form of Godlineſs, but denying the Power thereof; 
from ſuch heatheniſh Chriſtians, God's true be- 
lieving Church ſhould turn away, 2 Tim. ili. 3, 4, 5. 
For God will rank them at laſt (if they die in ſuck 
Sins) among the Fearful and Unbelieving, Liars 
and Slanderers, Backbiters, and Wuhiſperers, who 
ſow Diſſentions among Friends; nay, with Thieves 
and Robbers, who rob their Neighbours of Goods, 
or good Name. All ſuch ſhall have their Portion 
in the Lake which burneth with Fire and Brim- 
ſtone which is the ſecond Death, Rev. xxi. 8. For 
God will bring every Work into Judgment, with 
every ſecret Thing, whether it be Good, or whether 
it be Evil,” Eccle. xii, 14. And there are many 
(the more the Pity) in this polite Age, who fre- 
quent the Lord's Table one Day, and Play-houſes, 
Balls, Card-tables, and other finful Diverſions the 
next Day ; and think it no Harm, but go on during 
Life, for want of receiving the Love of the Truth 
as It is in Jeſus, which only can make them free 
from the Slavery of Sin and the Devil, Fobs viii. 
32. Although ſuch People promiſe themſelves Li- 
berty, they are the Servants of Corruption; = of 

e whom 
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1 
whom a Man js overcome, of the ſame is he brought 
into Bondage, 2 Peter ii. 19. There are Otlicis 
who have orthodox Heads, but unſound Hearts 
who can privily flander their Neighbuurs) which 
God will cut off from his Church, P/al. ci. 5, 
For although they dream of a finiſhed Salvation by 
Jeſus Chriit, yer if they hold this Truth in Un- 
righteouſneſs, Rom. i. 18. and can ſmite their 
Neighbours ſecretly, the Lord proncunceth them 
accurſed, Deut. xxvii. 24, He therefore that in- 
dulges any known Sin, may juſtly fear that he 
never was a true Believer; fer Chriſt is not the 


Miniſter of Sin, Gal. ii. 17. And the Holy Ghoſt 
 zaith, © All Men ſhall worſhip the Beaſt,” viz. the 


Pride of Man, popiſh Superſtition, and the Pomps 
and Vanities of this World ; whoſe Names are not 
written in the Lamb's Book of Life from the 
Foundation of the World, Rev. xiii. 8. Therefore 
1 fear all thoſe Beaſt-worſhipers, who are pure in 
their ,own, Eyes, and never came to Chriſt to be 


cleanſed from their Filthineſs, Prov. xxx. 12. but 


continue to love the Pleaſures of this World, will 


be of that unbappy Number ſpoken of by our 


Lord, when he faith, that many ſhall come 


{when it is too late, the Door of Mercy ;being ſhut) 


ſaying, Lord, Lord, open unto us, for we have 
eaten and drank in thy Preſence (we have often 
received the Sacrament) and thou haſt taught in 
our Streets (we have been frequently at Church) 
Luke xiii. 23, 26. But Chriſt will ſay unto them, 
1 never knew you (i. e. in a conjugal Relation as 
my Bride, therefore depart from me, ye that work 
Iniquity,“ Matt. vii. 22, 23. Foraſmuch then as 


all true believing Chriſtians know the Terrors of 


the Lord, having felt deep Conviction for Sin, 
and thus heard the Thunders of Sinai, they per- 
ſuade Men to flee from the Wrath to come, 2 Cor. 
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v. 11. And ſeek to know Chriſt and the Power of 
his Reſurrection in their Hearts, Phil. iii. 10. whom 
to know is Life eternal, Fohn xvii. 3. Leſt they 
fall from one Wickedneſs to another, and never 
come by Faith into God's Righteouſneſs, Pſal. 
Ixix. 27. 3. eee 1 EN 

And thus in this tedious Epiſtle, I have endea- 
voured to declare, as far as it is revealed, the whole 
Counſel of God, Ad. xx. 27. Agreeable to the 
Command in Scripture which faith, “ As every one 
hath received the Gift, even ſo miniſter the ſame 
one to another, as good Stewards of the manifold 
Grace of God,” 1 Peter iv. 10. Neither am [1 
* aſhamed, of the Goſpel of Chriſt; for it is the 
Power of God unto Salvation, to every one that 
believeth;z”” (ſo as to become obedient to Chriſt) 
throughout the whole World : and juſtified Souls 
do gladly obey, by Virtue of the Principle of Grace 
implanted in them, Rom. i. 16, 17. And they are 
free from a ſlaviſn Fear, which cauſeth Pain, in the 
Preſence of God or Man; for *© being juſtified by 
Faith, they have Peace with God, through the 
Merits. and Interceſſibn of our Lord Jeſus Chrift,” 
Rom. v. 1. And foraſmuch as the Lord is on their 
Side, they need not fear what Man can do unto 
them, Pſal. cxviii. 6. And therefore the Righte- 
ous are bold as a Lion, Prov. xxviii. x. Being 
adorned with Grace, and arrayed with the Armour 
of God, they become fair as the Moon, clear as 
the Sun, and terrible (to the Enemy) as an Army 
with Banners,” Cant. vi. 10. They are compared 
to a beautiful Woman, clothed with the Sun (viz. 
the Righteouſneſs of God) having the Moon (the 
Emblem of a changeable World) under her Feet; 
and upon her Head a Crown of twelve Stars ; the 
Doctrine of the twelve Apoſtles of the Lamb, Rev. 
X11. 1. the Saints' Coat of Arms, or Enſign of 
mie * ä 


. 


{ 146 J | 
Majeſty, dwelling in the Court of Sion. And they 
are kept by the Power of God, through Faith, 
unto Salvation,“ 1 Peter i. 5. And thus being 
* faithful unto Death, they ſhall receive a Crown 
of Lite,” Rev. ii. 10. | % 2 
May you who read or hear theſe myſterious 
Truths, conſider what they contain: and may the 
Spirit of our Lord reveal the Myſtery to your Hearts, 
tor great is the Myſtery of Godlineſs, 1 Tim. iii. 16. 
Bchold ! I leave this Epiſtle, as a Legacy, unto 
you, my very dear and welk-beloved Neighbours, 
the Inhabitants of, Gillingham, my native Town: 
being ſtill deſirous of your eternal Happineſs. And 
J think it both my Duty and Privilege, to imitate 
my dear Redeemer, who pray'd for the Salvation 
of his Enemies and Perſecutors: and hath graci- 


ouſly beſtowed a Meaſure of his Love to his Cho- 


ſen, to enable them to do likewiſe; in whoſe Hearts 
he chooſes to reſide : for he ſaith, * This is my 
Reſting- place, here will I ever dwell, for it is my 
Delight,” P/al..cxxxii. 14. And as he prayed for 
his Murderers, . ſaying, Father, forgive them; for 
hey. know not what they do, Luke xxiii. 34. And 


when he commanded his Goſpel to be preached in 


all the World, he directed it ſhould begin at Fers- 
alem, that Salvation might be offered firft to his 
Enemies, Jobn xxiv. 47. So, although-I am wil- 
Iing, if God permits, this Epiſtle to go into the 
World, for the Benefit of all, yet it was, written 
Particularly for your Sake. To you therefore 1 
preſent it, though you were my implacable Ene- 
mies and Perſecutors, becauſe; I believed and con- 


feſſed that Chriſt does now, on Earth, forgivt 


Men's Sins, and make it manifeſt unto them. 
This was all my Crime, and this was enough to 
cauſe a Diſſention or Separation to take Place, and 

the Declaration of God to appear 1 will put En- 
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mity between thy Seed (the Serpent) and her Seed 
(the Woman) an altho? Chriſt broifes the Serpent's 
Head, (overcame the Powers of Hell) and weakens 
his controul in the Believer's Heart; yet ſhall he 
have Power to bruiſe his Heel, to vex his People on 
Earth, by the unregenerate World, Gen. 111. 15. for 
as ſoon as the Dragon is caſt out of the Heart, he 
like Goliath leads his Pbiliſtine Army to fight againſt 
God's Iſrael, 1 Sam: xvii. 10, Thus the Dragon be- 
ing wroth with the Woman (or Church of God) al- 
ways makes War with the Remnant of her Seed (in 
all Places) which keep the Commandments of God, 
and have the Teſtimony of Jeſus Chriſt in them, Rev. 
xii. 17. And as in Abrabam's Days, he that was 
born after the Fleſh, perſecuted him that was born 
after the Spirit; even fo it is now, Gal. iv. 29. May 
the God and Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt forgive 
you, who thro* Ignorance perſecuted Chrift in his 
Members, for you knew not what you did. May 
the Voice of the Lion of the Tribe of Judah, roar 
like Thunder in your Hearts, and ſtrike the Man 
of Sin to the Ground, like the Voice from Heaven, 
which ſaid, Saul, Saul! why perſecuteſt thou me ? 
May you tremble at his Word, and in Aſtoniſnment 
cry out, Lord, what wilt thou bave me to do? May 
he then ſend a faithful Diſciple, like Ananias, ſaying, 
Brother Saul, receive thy Sight, and be filled with the 
Holy Ghoſt, Act. ix. 4, 6, 17. May he then embrace 
you within the Arms of his Mercy, as he did the re- 
turning Prodigal, when he came to himſelf. - Ma 
Jeſus Chriſt, who is the faithful and true Witneſs 
in every Believer's Heart, waſh you from your Sins 
in his own precious Blood, Rev. i. 5. May he guide 
you while on Earth with his Counſel, and. at aſt 
receive you-wn Glory. AMEN. . 
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i& Copy oft Letter to the Rev. Mr. PrkN, Viear of G 
-"-lingham - occaſioned by a Sermon preached arch 1 5th, 


1752. on the following Text, i Aut be ready always to give 


e that is, in you, 1 Peter iii. 5. In which Diſcourſe he . 
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